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Roseate Spoonbill, by Kathy Knudsen

By Joe Averdick, President
	 I would like to take this opportunity to thank outgoing Section 22 board members 
Craig Holcomb, Terry Kelly and Jim Welch. The work they did on behalf of our 
community was instrumental in the purchase of our amenities, including the fitness 
center, pool, golf course and Linkside Café. Their foresight and commitment have 
helped make Burnt Store Marina a wonderful place to live. 
	 With a new year comes change. Please welcome Kevin Whitfield, Mark Murphy 
and Greg Beaton to the board. The board members all bring a wealth of experience 
from their varied careers to their new positions. This is an exciting time for BSM, 
and we are looking forward to their fresh perspectives and ideas. In addition to our 
new board members, we have returning and new community liaisons, which are listed 
in the Directory found later in this Beacon. We are confident that the changes to our 
board, and the development of community liaisons will allow us to have a more direct 
relationship with our service partners.
	 In previous Beacons, the opening article was always from the President. One new 
change will be that you will now see articles each month from a rotation of different 
board members. This will give them the opportunity to share with you the work they 
are doing on your behalf. 
	 We encourage all residents to welcome the new board members, and support their 
plans and programs in the future. They are available to discuss any of your questions, 
concerns and suggestions. One of the primary goals of the new board is to improve 
communication between various functions, speed up decision making, and provide 
clear communication with residents of the Burnt Store Marina community. We will 
rely on phone calls, email, and other direct communication pathways. As always, we 
encourage everyone to attend board meetings regularly. 
	 We are thrilled to be representing you. We look forward to serving you and our 
community.

From the Section 22 
HOA BOD

Reminder:
Next Section 22 HOA Working Board Meeting – 
Tuesday, March 14, 9 a.m., Linkside Café Patio.

Next Section 22 HOA Board Meeting –
Tuesday, March 28, 9 a.m., Linkside Café Patio.

By Barry Groesch, Chair
	 Are you thinking about updating your home? Any changes to the exterior of residences 
in Burnt Store Marina (BSM) are required to have Architectural Review Committee 
(ARC) approval. This applies to all homes, including homes in a condo association. 
If this approval is not granted through ARC, you may be asked to modify or remove 
the changes made. All requests are made by completing an ARC form, and adhering to 
Section 22 Home Owners Association (HOA) Restrictions. Remember to write legibly, 
and complete the entire form, including having your HOA representative sign off (if 
required). Delays will occur if it cannot be deciphered, or the form is not completed in 
its entirety. Thanks. 

The following applications were approved last month by the Section 22 HOA ARC:
• Thomas Jones & Lisa Summers, 2031 King Tarpon Drive, roof replacement.
• Joseph & Diana Drips, 3071 Big Bend Circle, roof replacement.
• Iras Sramek, 24031 Redfish Cove Drive, window replacement.
• Iras Sramek, 24031 Redfish Cove Drive, roof replacement.
• Eckehard Eisermann, 24521 Dolphin Cove Drive, roof replacement.
• Mitchell Wegrzyn, 4021 Cobia Estates Drive, roof replacement.
• Dennis & Kathy Smith, 5001 King Tarpon Drive, lanai replacement.
• Charles Grayson, 5011 King Tarpon Drive, pool cage replacement.
• Charles Grayson, 5011 King Tarpon Drive, pool deck replacement.
• Robert & Rosweta Gable, 1002 Islamorada Boulevard, roof replacement.
• Steven & Ellen Thompson, 4880 Linkside Drive, window replacement.
• Richard & Karen Beck, 4860 Linkside Drive, roof replacement.
• Jim & Carol Hinch, 5051Key Largo Circle, lanai replacement.
• John C. Orr, 3941 Cape Cole Boulevard, roof replacement.
• Jim Wood, 453 Islamorada Boulevard, exterior paint.
• Neil & Sara Sharples, 24092 Redfish Cove Drive, roof replacement.
• Robert E. & Dorothy T. Schindler, 1211 Romano Key Circle, roof replacement.
• Anthony & Vicky Passafiume, 3885 Cape Cole Boulevard, roof replacement.

Architectural Review
• Thomas & Janet Clark, 3249 Sunset Key Circle, roof replacement.
• Dawn Meade Geppert, 4911 Linkside Drive, roof replacement.
• John M. Jett Jr., 1100 Romano Key Circle, roof replacement.
• Eugene Voss, 1613 Islamorada Boulevard, roof replacement.
• Joseph & Rebeca Giorgio, 1 Pirates Lane 14C, lanai glass replacement.
• Donald & Kylene Moore, 2030 King Tarpon Drive, roof replacement.
• Wayne Shelly, 441 Islamorada Boulevard, roof replacement.
• Scott & Jeannette Carpenter, 3863 Cape Cole Boulevard, roof replacement.
• Paul & Laurie Hillaby, 410 Gasper Key Lane, lanai extension.
• Thomas Siebert, 300 Big Pine Lane, installation of hurricane shutters.
• John & Sandra Caldwell, 1230 Romano Key Circle, sliding door replacements.
• Robert & Linda Dutcher, 215 Big Pine Lane, window & door replacements.
• Al Schwartz, 24540 Dolphin Cove Drive, roof replacement.
• Marilyn Hemphill, 1307 Islamorada Boulevard, pool cage replacement.
• Donna K. Gasparovic, 3780 Cobia Villas Court, install garage screen.
Section 22 restrictions and applications are available for download at BSM22.

org. Submit your ARC applications to your condo association, if applicable, then to 
Alliant Association Management, 13831 Vector Ave, Fort Myers, FL 33919, Email: 
apmsupport@alliantproperty.com.
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Board of Directors
President
Joe Averdick.................. 513-236-5845
	 javer0214@gmail.com 
Vice President
Mike McFeeley............. 443-858-8354
	 mmcfeeley13@gmail.com
Secretary/Treasurer
Kevin Whitfield............. 845-248-5029
	 kevj4268@gmail.com
Directors
Greg Beaton.................. 704-604-9594 
	 gbeaton@carolina.rr.com
Mark Murphy................ 631-804-2365
	 murphfsaccts@gmail.com
Jon Ackerson................  502-777-9833
	 Jon@ackersonpsc.com
Jerry Newmin................ 941-637-9883
	 jnewmin@aol.com

Property Management
Alliant Property Management
John Strohm.................. 239-454-1101
Mike Sanchez
	 apmsupport@alliantproperty.com

Front Gate.................... 941-639-8226
24 hours a day
burntstoregate@msn.com

Standing Advisory Groups

Architectural Review:
Barry Groesch, Chair
blgroesch@gmail.com
John Farnham
Jim Schinneller
Daryl Ann Lemon
Mitch Wegrzyn
Jon Ackerson, Board Liaison

BSMCC:
General Manager:
John Abbott
JAbbott@bsgac.org
Administrative Office:
	 Lisa Rouse.................. 941-639-4151
Manager of Golf Operations:
	 Bill Connelly............... 941-637-1577
	 proshop@bsgac.org
Golf Committee:
Bob Paul, Chair
Activities Committee:
Lynda Vail, Chair

Greg Beaton, Board Liaison
Joe Averdick, Board Liaison

BSM Entry Management
Jerry Newmin, Board Liaison
Mark Murphy, Board Liaison

Communications:
Maggie Hart, Chair
	 downhart@me.com
Joe Averdick, Board Liaison

Resident Directory
Peg Love 
Daryl Ann Lemon

The Beacon Newspaper
Editorial Team
Linda Weiss, Chair........ 941-639-6409
	 Lindaweiss91@comcast.net
Maggie Hart.................. 941-769-3039
	 downhart@me.com
Jennifer LeClair............ 229-349-0180
	 muckalee250@gmail.com
Daryl Lemon................. 941-575-7864
	 darlemon@comcast.net
Debbie Bretz
	 debrabretz@gmail.com

Masthead Photographer
Daryl Ann Lemon

The Beacon Newspaper Distribution
Jim Ross........................ 941-916-2562

Web Page
Joan Ross, Webmaster (bsm22.org)

Community Partner, PPYC, Safe 
Harbor, Burnt Store Coalition:
Jerry Newmin, Board Liaison

Finance/Treasurer:
Kevin Whitfield, Board Liaison

Fitness Center: 
Steve Hocker, Chair
	 hocker12@outlook.com
Barbara Berman 
Pam Zalac
Anne McColgan
Kevin Kehoe
Kelly Beaty
Jim Zachacz
Joe Averdick, Board Liaison

Home for the Holidays:
Kay Ackerson, Chair
kay@ackersonpsc.com

Lynda Vail, Board Liaison 

Infrastructure:
Mike Lemon, Chair
MLemonswfla@comcast.net
Mike McFeeley, Board Liaison

Irrigation:
Rocky Mansfield
Mike Lemon
Gayle Shaffer
Mike McFeeley, Board Liaison

IT/Contracts:
Mark Murphy, Board Liaison

Landscape:
Michael Lemon, Chair 
	 MLemonswfla@comcast.net
Daryl Ann Lemon
Maggie Hart
Mike McFeeley, Board Liaison

Newspaper Distribution List by 
Association

Admiral’s Point
Sharon Monge.......................505-1264
Joyce Schwanger...................505-5081
Admiral’s Point 2/Sailfish Pass
Patty Pluss
Admiralty Village
Marge Currao........................204-3399 
Big Bend Cir & Big Pine
Joe Drips...............................637-7533
Capstan Club    
Margaret Stidham.......... 937-470-5240      
Cobia Cay Estates
Pam Zalac..............................639-5889
Cobia Cay Villas
*****Need distributor*****
Commodore Club
Ann Shelly............................661-1573
Courtside Landings
Bonnie Lavorgna........... 410-251-7243    
Courtyard Landings I
Nancy Kesner................ 845-224-7402
Courtyard Landings II
Judy Ewing...........................639-2766
Courtyard Landings III
Mary Welch...........................575-2545

Diamond Park
Mort and Rhea Fleishman.....505-1391
Dolphin Cove
Steve Honickman..................575-9931
Egret Pointe
Judy Gannaway............. 513-515-0285
Emerald Isles
Joe Bigus...............................575-4648
Esplanade 
Peg Love...............................740-0228
Joyce Punt.............................505-0685
Golf Fox
Ruth Moorehouse..................661-7166  
Grande Isles I & 2
Kay Ackerson................ 502-777-9834
Grande Isles 3 & 4 
Eleanore Hayek.....................655-8494
Halyard Club      
Carroll Haueter.............. 502-645-3144        
Harbor Towers I and II
Carla Matviak................ 908-817-4147
Hibiscus Cove
Linda Rosenblum.......... 941-505-7018          
Keel Club
Nancy Bryan................. 502-541-2033
King Tarpon
Beth Kohl..............................662-0321
Linkside/Romano & Marianne Key
John Jett........................ 804-724-4869
Little Pine Circle
Jill Burnside..........................231-0954
Marina Towers
Steve Maynard.............. 765-674-3339
Mariner’s Pass
Fred & Maggie Hart..............769-3039
Marlin Run
Jan Stuart....................... 518-534-2720
Marlin Run II
Ginny Goudy.........................505-1937
Marlin Run III
Donna Wileczka....................505-2749
Sue Geikie..................... 207-781-4331
North Shore
Ginny Hammerl............ 847-542-1077
Pelican Way
Margaret Fowler....................637-5762
Redfish Cove
Marianne Baker.....................505-8959
The Resorts
Jen Tait.......................... 914-755-9344
Rudder Club
Carol Larsen..........................637-6673
Sailfish Pass
Patty Pluss.............................916-9349

Soundings
John & Eulalia Ralph.... 585-781-0781      
South Shore
Vince Anderson............. 612-716-6738
Spinnaker Club
Delores Bell.................. 603-566-3198
Sunset Key I and II
Gayle Shaffer........................639-2138
Nancy Godina.......................575-9516
Tarpon Pass
Volunteer needed
Dee Butrum...........................575-6477
Topaz Cove
Susan Keiffer........................637-8702 
Vista Del Sol
Judy Jolicoeur............... 651-503-0556 
Yellowfin Bay
Missy Coykendall......... 941-505-0917 
Yellowfin Cove
Pat O’Neill............................639-6552
Independent Homeowners Cape Cole
Teresa Tembreull........... 612-865-8299

Useful Information
Gate Keeper....................... 941-639-0334
Main Gate email
	 securityBSM@gmail.com
Websites - 
www.bsm22.org
	 Section 22 HOA
	 BSM Fitness, Racquet & Pool Club 
www.bsgac.org
	 Burnt Store Golf & Activity Club
www.burntstoremarina.com
	 Burnt Store Marina
info@alliantproperty.com
	 Alliant Association Management 
	 (Section 22 HOA) 
www.burntstoreanglers.com
	 Burnt Store Anglers
www.ppycbsm.org
	 Platinum Point Yacht Club
Club Administrator – Dorothy Saviste
	 Email – office@ppycbsm.org

Disclaimers
	 Businesses and services mentioned in 
articles herein, and advertisers appearing in this 
newspaper, are not to be considered as endorsed 
or recommended by this newspaper or the PGI 
Section 22 Homeowners Association.
	 The opinions expressed in any articles 
appearing herein are those of the writers and not 
necessarily those of the newspaper or the PGI 
Section 22 Homeowners Association. The Beacon 
will not knowingly publish false or misleading 
information.
	 The Beacon deadline for copy to be submitted 
is the 1st of each month. Refer to the Directory 
on this page for a list of editors. Submission does 
not guarantee inclusion. Submission of copy 
undergoes review and editing by the editorial team. 

Directory: Section 22 Homeowners Association
c/o Alliant Association Management, LLC • 13831 Vector Ave., Ft. Myers, FL 33907 • 239-454-1101, info@alliantproperty.com

Fort Myers • Cape Coral • Bonita • Estero • The Palm Beaches • Boca Raton

(239) 278-4222 • Fax (239) 278-5583
5630 Halifax Avenue * Fort Myers, FL 33912

  All rights reserved. Reproduction or utilization of these contents in any form by any electronic, 
mechanical, or other means, including xerography and photocopying is forbidden without the written 
permission of the Publisher.
  The Publisher is not responsible or liable for misinformation or misprints herein contained and 
reserves the right to accept or reject all copy deemed unsuitable for publication.

Production Director  J. Reid
Sales Department

Al Ullio • Margo Williams • Joe Yapello 
• Bonnie Yapello • Becky Pruitt

Director Of Mailing Operations    Selina Koehler
Production Manager   Lee Nostrant

www.seabreezecommunications.com

Seabreeze Communications Group does not endorse any advertising as 
it relates to the communities. Advertising is not screened by Seabreeze 
Communications Group.

	 Be sure to get your paperwork 
to the front gate so your 
renters will be processed 
quickly and efficiently.

Renting Your Home?

An ARC did you 
know, moment… 
By Barry Groesch, 
Architectural Review 
Committee Chair
	 Did you know…If you replace 
your lanai screening with the same 
color, an ARC application is not 
required. For all other projects, go to 
the BSM22.org website to get your application. 

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN BSM & THE LAKES

CURRENT  ACTIVITY

Our commissions are competitive! You 
should also determine if an Agent spends 
time marketing & showing your property.

3220 Southshore Drive,  22B - 2Br, 2Ba – “Turn-Key” - $447,900
3230 Southshore Drive,  31B - 3Br, 2Ba – “Turn-Key” - $675,000 
3230 Southshore Drive,  35A - 3Br, 2Ba – “Turn-Key” - $599,000
3230 Southshore Drive,  36C - 3Br, 2Ba – “Turn-Key” - $515,000
3250 Southshore Drive,  52C - 3Br, 2Ba – “Turn-Key” - $679,000                                  
3260 Southshore Drive,  64C - 3Br, 2Ba – “Turn-Key” - $589,000
3260 Southshore Drive,  65B - 3Br, 2Ba – “Turn-Key” - $585,000
3260 Southshore Drive,  66C - 2Br, 2Ba – “Turn-Key” - $449,000  
Look for our Open Houses which we do most Sundays as part of our listing 
commitment.  We are noted for our “Full Disclosure” on ALL properties.

PENDING
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Peace River Partners

Dr. “Mike” 
Schwanger

Check my references on Zillow: 
https:///www.zillow.com/
profile/exbackdoc/#reviews

Want to see it now? “I will show any property in the Marina within 24 hours or less”
Want to know what your property is worth? Call me at 419-290-0810 for a complimentary market analysis

Follow the 
signs of 
success

I live where I sell and sell where I live!  You’re going to love it here!

Call Dr. Mike at 419-290-0810

Experience Real Estate On New Terms - YOuRs
• Maximize your ROI on your property  •  Flexible Commission

Get your Free Booklet...

Here’s What Your Neighbors Are saying . . .

Rarely available on a quiet cul-de-sac street is this 3-bedroom, 2-bath single-family home on the golf course 
with a water view in Admirals Point Condo at Burnt Store Marina! This exceptional home with a heated pool 
has a new roof and 7 impact windows that were installed in 2021 and has hurricane protection for the lanai 
and windows. The split floor plan has a large master bedroom with an en-suite bath with a double split vanity, 
a large walk-in shower, and a walk-in closet with access to the rear-covered lanai via glass sliders from this 
suite. Two guest bedrooms share a common hall bath and there is a separate family room off the kitchen with 
a small dinette area. From the foyer entry the oversized living room provides for an additional designated 
dining area. Additional access to the lanai is via glass sliders from the living room and dinette area. The 
kitchen is fully equipped and features a large pantry. Volume ceilings give this home a spacious open feeling. 
Other Marina amenities available for an additional fee include a 27-hole golf course, tennis, pickleball, fitness 
center, Trading Post deli/market, and Yacht & Activity clubs. Burnt Store Marina is the largest deep-water 
Marina in Southwest Florida. The Marina also features 2 restaurants, Cass Cay and the Links Café. Call today 
for your private showing and start living the maintenance-free lifestyle of Burnt Store Marina! Don’t forget to 
check out the online video and 3D virtual tour. ( Partial furniture package is included in sale)

801 ISLAMORADA  UNIT #23C CONDO 2/2 COMMUNITY POOL  $304,000 
426 GASPAR KEY VILLA 2/2/2 CAR  $350,000 
5090 KEY LARGO CIR SINGLE FAMILY HOME 5/2/3 CAR POOL AND SPA  $625,000 
5030 SABLE KEY SINGLE FAMILY HOME 3/2/2 CAR  POOL  $698,000 
4061 COBIA ESTATES DRIVE SINGLE FAMILY HOME 3+DEN/2/3 CAR  POOL  $689,000 
3011 MATECUMBE UNIT #2 TOWN HOME 3/2/1 CAR COMMUNITY POOL  (SOLD) $350,000 
601 ISLAMORADA  CONDO 2/2/ COMMUNITY POOL  (SOLD) $250,000 

I contacted Mike for a real-estate analysis on my property after another agent gave what I felt was a low estimate. Mike was upbeat and 
optimistic that he could 25% more than the first estimate. HE DELIVERED! Sold pre-market on first showing. Mike guided the process every 
step of the way. Mike kept me informed at each turn. The commission was half of what some others charge You won’t have a complete 
picture of your potential sales price until you call Mike. JC ZILLOW REVIEW. 
Very helpful and attentive. Always got back to me to answer any questions I had. We went to an open house on a different property, where 
he was the listing agent, and ended up working with “Dr. Mike” Schwanger. He met with us after inspections in the home again to go over 
any issues or questions. He was with us every step of the process to make sure it was a smooth process. Very pleasant experience. We will 
be very happy in our new home. SP ZILLOW REVIEW.

Recent Listings

FEATuREd PROPERTY FOR mARcH 
5030 sABLE KEY cIRcLE    $698,000
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Mark Your Calendar – Out And About
Inside the Gates Dates
• Wednesday, March 1: Deadline for the April Beacon. Article and picture submissions are welcomed. Become part of the Beacon family. 
• Saturday, March 4: Community-wide garage sale, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Tuesday, March 14: Section 22 HOA Working Board Meeting, Linkside patio, 9 a.m.
• Tuesday, March 28: Section 22 HOA Board Meeting, Linkside patio, 9 a.m.
• Every Tuesday: Bar code installation, front gate, 1 to 3 p.m.
• Every Thursday: Food Truck Night with live music, 5 to 8 p.m. Linkside Cafe
• Every Thursday: Bar code installation, front gate, 9 to 11 a.m.
• Every Friday: Burnt Store Marina Farmers Market, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., PPYC Parking Lot.

Outside the Gates Dates 
• Friday, March 3: Fort Myers River District Art Walk, 1 to 5 p.m. Visit many galleries, exhibitions and performances. 
• Wednesday, March 8: Kickback Music in the Park with Kraig Kenning. Punta Gorda History Park, 501 Shreve St. Punta Gorda. 5 to 7 p.m. Free admission but a donation to the 
	 History Park is appreciated. 
• Friday, March 17: Fort Myers River District Music Walk, 5 to 9 p.m. Local and regional musicians line the street with music from jazz to blues to rock and roll.
• Wednesday, March 22: Kickback Music in the Park with Annette – The Beaches. Punta Gorda History Park, 501 Shreve St. Punta Gorda. 5 to 7 p.m. Free admission but a donation 
	 to the History Park is appreciated.
• Every Tuesday: Walking Tour of Punta Gorda Murals, 9:30 to 11: 30 a.m. Visit 12 to 15 historic murals. $25. Call Punta Gorda Chamber of Commerce for reservations, 941-639-
	 3720. Limit of 12 participants so register early. 
• Every Tuesday and Friday: Dance Fusion Class. 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association, 2001 Shreve St. Call Cara Peralta for information, 941-276-1887. $10 
	 per class. 
• Every Tuesday: New Name, New Location: Cape Coral Sunshine Market. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mercola Market & Café, 125 SW 3rd Pl. 
• Every Wednesday: Long Lunch Sightseeing and Culinary Tours. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Explore culinary treasures of Punta Gorda and visit historic sites. $39 per guest. Go to https://
	 swfloridawalkingtours.com/tours-2/long-lunch-tour.
• Every Thursday: Fort Myers River District Farmers Market, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
• Every Saturday: Haunted Mystery Tour. 6 to 7:30 p.m. Stroll through downtown Punta Gorda to learn the history and ghost stories. Learn live ghost-hunting techniques. Adults 
	 $29, Seniors $25, Youths $19. Go to https://swfloridawalkingtours.com/tours-2/haunted-mystery-tour.
• Every Saturday: Punta Gorda Farmers Market, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., downtown. Lots of vendors with fresh fruits and vegetables, live music, crafts and other great buys. Visit 
	 nearby murals and enjoy some of the great downtown restaurants.
• Every Saturday: Cape Coral Farmers Market, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Clubhouse Square, SE 47th Ter. and SE 10th Pl., Cape Coral. 
• 2nd Saturday of every month November-April: Yoga in the Peace River Botanical Garden. 5827 Riverside Dr, Punta Gorda. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Open to all levels. Bring your 
	 mat and relax in the beautiful garden. Donation based. 
• Every Sunday: Mid-Cape Farmer’s Market. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mercola Market and Café, 125 SW 3rd St. 
• Every Sunday: Punta Gorda Historical Society’s Farmers Market, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at History Park, 501 Shreve Street. Shop for veggies, meats, plants and gifts. Most Sundays 
	 you will be treated to live music by Dave Heveron. When the market closes at 1 p.m., take a guided tour of the gardens at the park. Walk the grounds with Florida native gardener, 
	 Starr Zachritz, and learn about Florida’s flora. A $5 suggested donation gets you a plant to take home. Call 941-380-6814.

Attention 
Residents:

	 We have notified you in the past that when you have 
a medical emergency, you need to call 911 and identify 
that you live in Lee County.
	 It is important that the RESIDENT call in the 
emergency since the front gate cannot answer the 
questions asked by the 911 dispatcher. In order for the 
medic not to be delayed in getting to the scene of the 
emergency the resident must be the one to call 911.
	 Thank you.

By Maggie Hart, Mariners Pass
	 One of my favorite things about Florida is its diverse 
population of birds. We see many different ones here in 
the Marina and when we are out and about. Keeping a pair 
of binoculars and a handbook nearby has become a must. 
Occasionally, we get to see something new, which is a really 
big treat for me. Every winter in southwest Florida we are 
privileged to see a group, or maybe just a sole wood stork 
in the neighborhood.
	 The wood stork,  Mycteria americana,  is the largest 
wading bird and the only stork, out of 19 species worldwide, 
that breeds and lives in the United States. The wood stork 
is one of Florida’s most recognized wading birds…a long-
legged, bald, awkward-looking bird on land that soars like 
a raptor in the air.
	 Wood storks nest in colonies in winter and spring in 
Florida, where water levels (because of their impact on food 
supply) dictate their timing. Food availability, throughout 

Florida Wood Storks
the entire breeding 
cycle,  is  cr i t ical 
because nesting is 
strongly affected 
by caloric intake. 
So ,  i t s  breeding 
cycle is carefully 
synchronized with 
the cycle of the water levels, making sure of maximum food 
supply while the young are being raised. Also, the young 
must be fledged (able to fly) and on their own before the 
summer rains begin to disperse the fish. Widespread nesting 

failures can result from natural causes like droughts in the 
wet season, or heavy rains during the dry season.
	 The breeding population of wood storks in the southeastern 
U.S. declined from about 15,000-20,000 pairs in the 1930s 
to a low of 4,500-5,700 pairs from 1977 to 1980. 
	 Like many Florida birds associated with wetlands, the 
wood stork has suffered from the destruction of our state’s 
wetlands. Human activity has altered the natural cycle of high 
and low water in our wetlands, and wood storks often can’t 
find enough food for their young, who eventually succumb 
to starvation. Today, the wood stork is classified threatened 
by the State of Florida and the federal government.

223 Taylor St. | Punta Gorda

Tom Lyons, Realtor®

(941) 740-1332
TomTerrific7@yahoo.com



Burnt Store Marina, Page 5

Fit Happens…Which Diet is Best?
By Cheri Frank, 
Certified Fitness Trainer
	 Paleo, keto, gluten free, 
low-fat, low-carb, vegan, 
Mediterranean, DASH diet, 
the list goes on and on! But 
which one is best? There is really no one size fits all diet 
that works best for everyone. The bottom line is any diet 
will work in the short term, quite often with an impressive 
initial weight loss. But they often impose rigidity by 
focusing on eliminating specific or entire food groups, the 
removal of all comfort foods, fail to account for personal 
tastes and lack the most critical piece, an effective 
behavioral change process. Most dieters eventually tire of 
the restrictive demands of any specific diet and eventually 
slip back into old habits, often gaining back the weight 
they lost and then some. Even those that stick with the 
cumbersome rules of a diet often hit a plateau, or aren’t 
fully satisfied with their results because many diet plans 
don’t adequately address real nutrition and movement 
needs. The bottom line is weight loss happens when we 
exercise and make healthy food choices. Shifting your 
mindset and behaviors is an important part of your weight 
loss journey, especially if you want long term success. 
	 During the 6 Week Weight Loss/Wellness Challenge 
that ended February 13th this year, we focused on behavior 
changes by learning 6 new healthy habits to get us on 
the right track for our weight loss/wellness journey. The 
challenge recommended tracking what you eat because 
it is a good way to really get an accurate picture of your 
current diet and habits. It helps you go from MINDLESS 
to MINDFUL eating. Our bodies need energy to run, but 
when we feed them too much energy or calories, this 
will get stored as fat. Calories go toward fueling the 
activity you do, which includes regular daily movement 
and exercise. The most important thing to focus on if 
you want to lose weight and improve your overall health 
and wellness is to focus on making sure the calories you 
consume are filled with the most amount of nutrition. 
Nutrition scientists call this nutrient density. 
	 Examples of higher nutrient dense foods are bright or 
deeply colored vegetables and fruit, whole grains, beans, 
eggs, and low-fat meats and dairy. The higher the nutrient 

density, the lower the energy density or calories. These 
foods have lots of nutrients and volume, and tend to keep 
us feeling fuller longer. They are also full of nutrients, 
fiber and water, and keep our blood sugar and insulin 
levels stable, releasing their energy gradually. 
	 Examples of lower nutrient dense foods are potato 
chips, snack crackers, hot dogs, deli meats, refined grains 
and flours, cookies, pastries and all highly processed 
foods. They’ve been stripped of nutrients and often have 
high amounts of sodium along with industrial chemicals 
such as flavorings, trans fats or preservatives. They 
can cause fluctuations in our blood sugar and insulin 
levels. These foods are called hyper palatable because 
they are deliciousness bombs, it is hard to eat just one. 
They stimulate our appetite and leave us wanting more. 
When we are more mindful of what we are eating, 
choosing a variety of higher-quality foods, and staying 
away from pre-packaged processed foods, we eliminate 
nutrient deficiencies, and end up eating less food overall. 
Nutritionists recommend filling half you plate with 
healthy vegetables and fruit, the other half split between 
lean protein and whole grains. 
	 Portion distortion can also sabotage your weight loss 
efforts. A portion is how much you put on your plate or a 
restaurant serves you, but portions have steadily increased 
over the last 30 years. It is the reason many people are 
overweight or obese. We’ve become accustomed to eating 
large amounts of food at our meals, far more than we 
really need.
	 Examples of serving sizes are:
	 • half cup of cooked or one cup raw vegetables, the 
size of your fist or a baseball
	 • one half cup sliced fruit or the size of a tennis ball
	 • one half cup whole grains or pasta
	 • one slice of whole grain bread
	 • 3 oz serving of meat or the size of a deck of cards
	 • 3 oz serving of fish or the size of a checkbook
	 • the size of your thumb or 4 stacked dice equals 1.5 
oz of cheese
	 • the tip of your thumb is a serving of fat
	 Stay away from fast food and value meals. Cheap 
food is very often not nutritious, and comes in far larger 
portions than the average person needs.

	 Our bodies were built to move, and our health and 
wellness depends on it, and it will definitely help you 
with your weight loss goals. There is not a one size fits 
all to exercise plan, but we will all benefit from moving 
more and sitting less.
	 Cardiovascular training, strength training and mind-
body movement are all important and should be included 
in any wellness program. It is recommended to incorporate 
150 minutes per week, about 30 minutes 5 days a week of 
aerobic activity into your routine. Find something you enjoy 
such as brisk walking, biking, tennis, pickleball, aerobic 
classes or any of the cardio machines available at the gym. 
	 Resistance training is especially important on your 
weight loss journey, and to preserve your bone and muscle 
mass, help prevent osteoporosis, minimize back and joint 
pain, improve balance, body mechanics and prevent injury. 
In terms of weight loss, resistance training helps increase 
your lean muscle mass. Having more muscle mass has 
a direct impact on your metabolic rate. In other words, 
the more muscle you have the more calories you burn 
throughout the day, even when you are not exercising. To 
emphasize this for every pound lost by diet alone 69% is 
fat and 31% is lean mass, diet and cardio alone one pound 
lost is 78% fat & 22% lean mass, but incorporating diet, 
cardio and resistance training means one pound lost is 97% 
fat and only 3% lean mass. It is recommended to incorporate 
resistance training 3 X a week with a day break in between 
sessions. We have free weights and resistance machines 
along with many classes at the fitness club to address your 
resistance training needs.
	 Last, but not least, try to incorporate some mind-
body activity into your routine. Traditional mind-body 
activities such as yoga or tai chi are excellent choices, 
but for some it might just be a leisurely walk, a long 
stretching session or an easy pick-up game of tennis or 
pickleball. Aim to take at least one day a week to enjoy a 
mind-body activity that you enjoy. The goal of this time 
is to let your body recover, reduce stress and take some 
time for yourself. Try one of the yoga classes offered at 
the fitness club.
	 Weight loss is possible without a crash diet, just focus 
on changing your habits, eating nutrient dense foods, and 
incorporating movement you enjoy into your lifestyle.

Ready to Buy? Ready to Sell?
I’m Ready For Your Call!

Century 21 Double Centurion Sales Awards 2021
11 Consecutive Centurion Sales Awards from 2012—2022

5 Consecutive Quality Service Awards 2012—2016
Century 21 Centurion Honor Society Award 2016

Presidents Award 2013, 2016
Zillow Premier Agent

3160 Matecumbe Key Rd
Come Visit Us Behind Keel Club!

SANDI STRICKLIN
Your Real Estate Resource. Right Here. Right Now.

3321 Sunset Key Cir #408
$725,000

3 bed/2 bath/Secure Pking
Contemporary Updates!
Furnishings Negotiable

239-851-6244
Don’t Spend Another Winter In The Cold! We’re Waiting For You Here!

4115 Cape Cole Blvd
$689,000

2 Bed + Den/2 bath/2.5 cg
Impeccable Updates

Partially Furnished!

3091 King Tarpon
$399,000

3 bed/2 bath/2 car gar
Private Lanai and Spa

Gorgeous Master Bath Update

2060 Matecumbe Key #2203
$449,000

Stunning Marina Views!
All Updated 2 bed/2 bath

Great Rental Income!

New LISTING! PeNDING

New LISTING!

3329 Sunset Key #401
$979,000

Gorgeous Updates!
Furnished Spacious end Unit

3 Bed+Den/3 Bath, Prkng

TReMeNDoUS VIewS!

4095 Cape Cole Blvd
$629,000

3 bed/2 bath/2 car gar
Pool and Hurricane Shutters

New Roof!
Furnishings Available

New LISTING!New LISTING!

3270 Southshore Dr, Unit 72C
New Price: $594,000

wow! AMAZING views
3 bed/2 bath/Private Gar

Turnkey Furnished!

MARINA AND HARBoR VIewS!

17851 Courtside Landings
$535,000

Rare Lakefront with Pool!
3 bed/2 bath Furnished

Hurricane Shutters

SoLD!
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March Off Beat Holidays 
& Adventures
By Maggie Hart, Mariners Pass
	 March is the gourmet’s dream month – it is National 
Fresh Celery Month, National Noodle Month, National 
Flour Month, and National Peanut Month…not to mention 
(3/1) National Peanut Butter Lover’s Day, (3/2) National 
Banana Cream Pie Day, (3/3) National Moscow Mule Day, 
(3/4) National Poundcake Day, and (3/5) National Cheese 
Doodle Day. Actually, there is a food holiday for every day 
this month, all the way to (3/31) National Oysters on the 
Half Shell Day. Here are some important dates to celebrate, 
as well as fun events happening this month in Florida:
	 March 2 - 12: Florida Strawberry Festival, Plant City, 
Florida
	 The Strawberry Festival has agricultural displays, 
livestock shows, arts and crafts, local food, and a huge 
carnival midway. Its entertainment line-up is extraordinary 
year after year. This year, headliners include The Oakridge 
Boys, Willie Nelson & Family, The Gatlin Brothers, 
Tanya Tucker and more. Gates open daily 10 a.m. – 10 
p.m. Admission: Adults (ages 13+) $10, Children (ages 
6-12) $5, Children (ages 5 and under): free with paid adult 
admission Entertainment tickets can be purchased online at 
flstrawberryfestival.com. 
	 March 3: If Pets Had Thumbs Day - humans, apes, 
and raccoons have opposable thumbs. This gives us a 
whole range of motions and activities and things that 
other animals are unable to do, and leaves you wondering 
what would happen if…
	 March 3 - 12: 82nd Anniversary Bike Week,  Daytona 
Beach, Florida
	 For more than 75 years, motorcyclists have gathered 
in Daytona Beach for a spring fling and this year, 
they’re expecting a half million. For information, go to 
officialbikeweek.com.
	 March 5, 1933: Amid a steadily worsening economic 
situation, newly elected President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
proclaimed a four-day Bank Holiday to stop panic 
withdrawals by the public and the possible collapse of the 
American banking system.
	 March 10: International Find a Pay Phone Booth Day. 
It’s not so easy to spot a phone booth anymore. While they 

are few and far between, pay phone booths are still out 
there. Your mission today is to go out and find one of the 
increasingly rare phone booths.
	 March 12 is the beginning of Daylight Savings Time this 
year. Be sure to get up Sunday morning at 2 a.m., change all 
your clocks to 3 a.m., and go back to sleep. Or, you could 
make a party of it, and stay up all night celebrating the return 
to later sunsets.
	 March 12: Girl Scout Day recognizes and celebrates the 
Girls Scouts of the USA (GSUSA). This holiday celebrates 
the creation of the first Girl Scout group on March 12, 1912. 
	 March 17: Saint Patrick’s Day, honors the Patron Saint 
of Ireland, who brought Christianity to the Emerald Isles. 
It is a day of celebrating Irish history, ancestry, traditions, 
and customs. On this day everyone is Irish, and everything 
is green, including the beer and whiskey that is consumed 
in copious amounts 
	 March 20: The March Equinox – also called the vernal 
equinox in the Northern Hemisphere – marks the beginning 
of the spring season in the Northern Hemisphere and the 
autumn season in the Southern Hemisphere. At 5:24 p.m., 
eastern daylight time, the sun will sit vertically above the 
equator, making day and night equal across the planet.
	 March 23, 1775: Patrick Henry signaled the coming 
revolution when he spoke at a Virginia convention and 
allegedly implored: “Give me liberty, or give me death!” 
	 March 24, 1934: The Philippine Islands in the South 
Pacific were granted independence by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt after nearly 50 years of American control.
	 March 24 – 26: 42nd Sunnyland Boat Festival, Tavares, 
Florida
	 The Sunnyland Antique Boat Festival is the largest classic 
wood boat show in the U.S. It is over a third of a mile along 
the Lake Dora shoreline, with 250 to 300 classic boats on 
display. $12 for all three days (Credit Card Sales Only, No 
Cash Sales at the gate). For more information, go to acbs-
sunnyland.org.
	 March 31: World Backup Day reminds us how important 
backups are for information, equipment, and systems. Use 
this day as a very important reminder to secure vital files by 
making a backup copy.

Merriam-Webster’s New Words 
for 2022
By Maggie Hart, Mariners Pass
	 So - you just read something in the newspaper, heard 
it on a radio or television program – and you don’t have 
any idea what it means. Welcome to our ever-changing 
world! 
	 The Merriam Webster Dictionary added 370 new 
words to its publication for the year of 2022. Some are 
technical, some are medical, and some are what we call 
slang and informal language. Here are some doozies for 
you to memorize:
yeet: an interjection, used to express surprise, approval, or 
excited enthusiasm, and…yeet: a verb, to throw especially 
with force and without regard for the thing being thrown.
janky: of very poor quality. 

sus: suspicious, suspect. 
lewk: a fashion look that is distinctive to the wearer and 
that is noticeable and memorable to others.
pwn: to dominate and defeat someone or something.
adorkable: socially awkward or quirky in a way that is 
endearing.
MacGyver: to make, form, or repair something with what 
is conveniently on hand.
baller: excellent, exciting, or extraordinary especially in 
a way that is suggestive of a lavish lifestyle.
cringe: something so embarrassing and awkward as to 
cause one to cringe.
FWIW: abbreviation for what it’s worth.
ICYMI: abbreviation in case you missed it.

	 After summer vacation, a teacher asked her young pupils 
how they spent their holiday away from school. One child 
wrote the following:
	 We always used to spend summers with Grandma and 
Grandpa. They used to live in a big brick house, but Grandpa 
got retarded and moved to Florida. They go to a building 
called a wrecked center, but they must have got it fixed 
because it is all ok now, and do exercises there. There is a 
swimming pool too where they all jump around with hats on.
	 At their gate, there is a doll house with a little old man 
sitting in it. He watches all day so nobody can escape. 
Sometimes they sneak out. They go cruising in their golf 
cats. Nobody there cook, they just eat out. And, they eat the 
same thing every night - Early Birds.
	 Some of the people can’t get out past the man in the 
doll house. The ones who do get out, bring food back to the 
wrecked center and call it pot lunch.
	 My Grandma says that Grandpa worked all his life to 
ear his retardment and says I should work hard so I can be 
retarded someday too. When I earn my retardment, I want 
to be the man in the doll house. Then I will let people out so 
they can visit their grandchildren.

Retarded Grandparents

Tony Folio 941-889-8171

Visit www.floridagolfcartsexpress.com

Florida Golf Carts 
Express, LLC

Serving Lee & Charlotte Counties

Cart Rentals
Weekly - Monthly & Seasonal 

Cart Sales - New & Used

Service, Maintenance 
& Repairs

Free 2nd OpiniOnS

we take cuStOmer SatiSFactiOn tO the higheSt degree.239-543-2722 www.Spectrum4air.com
State Lic# cac1820501

$69 One time 
maintenance 

clean & check 
$69 per system. New residential 

customers only. Must present coupon 
at time of service. Contact Spectrum 
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration for 

complete details. 

50% Off 
Service call & 

diagnostics
New customers only. Not valid 

with any other offer or promotion. 
Must present coupon at time of 
service. Contact Spectrum Air 

Conditioning and Refrigeration for 
complete details. 

repair Financing 
available - 

$500 - $2,500 
0% deferred interest 

For 12 months
Cannot be combined with any other 

special offer or coupon. Restrictions may 
apply. Call Spectrum Air Conditioning 

and Refrigeration for details. 

We see perfect indoor 
Weather in your forecast.

Zero% 
Financing 
avaiLabLe

up to $1,500 rebate 
or 72 months 

0% Financing on a 
new System

Not valid with any other offer or 
promotion. Must present coupon at 
time of service. Contact Spectrum 

Air Conditioning and Refrigeration for 
complete details. 
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Burnt Store Marina CC News
                                         

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
                                                              Due to circumstances beyond our control, everything is 1 2 3 4

              is subject to change! Republican Dinner Lunch Lunch Lunch 
11 a.m - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.*

Music and Food Trucks Dinner Luau Scramble 12 p.m.***
5 - 8 p.m. 5 - 8  p.m.**/* Pig Roast outside

Island Doctor 4 - 7 p.m.

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Brunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.*  11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Lunch 2 - 5 p.m. Trivia Dinner Dueling Pianos Music and Food Trucks Dinner  Dinner

 5:30 - 8 p.m.**       5 - 8 p.m.**/* 5 p.m.**/**** 5 - 8 p.m. 5 - 8  p.m.**/* 5 - 8 p.m. **/*
9 Hole Scramble Steve Cipriano Music

3:00 p.m.***
12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Brunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch St Patrick's Scramble Lunch 
9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.*  11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 12 p.m.*** 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.*

Lunch 2 - 5 p.m. Trivia Dinner Bingo Music and Food Trucks Lunch Dinner 
 5:30 - 8 p.m.**       5 - 8 p.m.**/* 5 -  8 p.m. **/*** 5 - 8 p.m. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 5 -8 p.m. **/*

9 Hole Scramble Dinner Capt'n Rick Music
3:00 p.m.*** 5 - 8  p.m.**/*

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Brunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Lunch Trivia Dinner Prime Rib Dinner Music and Food Trucks Dinner Dinner 

 2 - 5 p.m.  5:30 - 8 p.m.**       5 - 8 p.m.**/* 5 p.m.**/**** 5 - 8 p.m. 5 - 8  p.m.**/* 5 - 8 p.m.**/*
9 Hole Scramble Fred Montana Music

3:00 p.m.***
26 27 28 29 30 31

Brunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.*

Lunch Trivia Dinner Music and Food Trucks Disco Party  Outside
 2 - 5 p.m.  5:30 - 8 p.m.**       5 - 8 p.m.**/* 5 - 8 p.m. 5 p.m. **

9 Hole Scramble
3:00 p.m.***

                                    * Call Linkside for reservations 941-637-6405
**Members make rerservations 1st! Non-member 7days prior to events - 3 days before dinner's if available!
*** Sign up in Lobby on Board

             **** Sign up at Admin Office.
***** Reservations for Republican Dinner must be made through the Republican Club.

                                                                                                  Due to circumstances beyond our control, everything is subject to change.

BSMCC March 2023 Schedule of Events
By John Abbott, 
General Manager, BSMCC
	 Is this Hawaii or Florida? It 
will be difficult to tell on Saturday, 
March 4, when the Luau Scramble 
kicks off. Following golf, there 
will be a pig roast, music from the 
Island Doctor, Mai Tais, and other libations, and who knows, 
maybe some hula dancing will breakout. No matter what, it 
will be a great time, so even if you are not playing golf, come 
out and enjoy the party. 
	 That’s just the beginning of another event-filled month 
here at BSMCC. If you’re not too worn out from all the 
events in February, check out all the different things going 
on here in March. On Wednesday the 8th we have Dueling 
Pianos, which is always a big hit. Food trucks and music 
outside will continue every Thursday night, and Saturday 
nights will feature live music in the restaurant. Wednesday 
the 15th we have Bar Bingo, and on the 17th, we will have our 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Scramble and party with an Irish 
buffet. Our prime rib buffet has been so popular that we are 
going to have it two nights in a row on March 21 and 22, so 
that we hopefully won’t have to turn anyone away this time. 
The disco party on the 31st will be capping off the month with 
one of the biggest events that we have ever had. There will 
be live music from a world renowned Bee Gees cover band, 
dancing, lots of food and drink, and a whole lot of fun, so 
hopefully Mother Nature will bless us with beautiful Florida 
weather…the rest is up to us. 
	 With all these activities to choose from, there should 
be something for everyone, so come on out and join in the 
festivities. We look forward to seeing you at the club!

Rules for Driving 
Golf Carts
	 There has been some confusion 
about operating golf carts in Burnt Store 
Marina. Please be aware that there are 
rules for golf cart use, and violation 
will get you a citation from the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office.
	 • Drivers of golf carts must observe the same rules as those 
designated for drivers of motor vehicles. Drivers must keep 
their carts on the right side of all streets, and obey all traffic 
signage.
	 • No one under 14 is allowed to drive a golf cart within 
the Burnt Store Marina premises.
	 • No one not playing golf is allowed to drive a golf cart 
on the golf course. 

Yelp / Trip Advisor
HHHHI

TARPONLODGE.COM   13771 WATERFRONT DR.  PINELAND, FL      

239-283-3999

We are thrilled to welcome you back for lunch 
and dinner daily from 11:30am - 9pm. 

Enjoy your favorite drinks and delicacies with 
waterfront views of Pine Island Sound. Live music 

is offered under the shade of our Island House 
on most Wednesdays through Sundays. 

Visit tarponlodge.com for details.

Dock space is limited, please call for availability.

 

 
WELCOME 

BACK
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Iowans Donate to 
Hurricane Relief

	 The Iowa Burnt Store 
Annual Potluck was held 
January 26, with 41 folks 
attending. Two special 
additions to the evening 
were a canned food drive 
and a Silent Auction, all 
to benefit the Matlacha 
Hookers for Hurricane 
Ian Relief.

Pictured is native Iowan 
S u e  M i l l e r,  p o t l u c k 
c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r, 
presenting a check to Lorie 
Tidwell, former president 
and current member of the 
Matlacha Hookers board.

Tight Lines…Redfish are Starting to Rebound!
By Jay Lev, Burnt Store Anglers
	 After three years of No Catch 
or Kill Regulations, the redfish 
of Charlotte Harbor are on the 
bite again. Prior to and during 
the implementation of these 
regulations, anglers could not find 
redfish to catch. The large schools 
were gone, and the small groups of redfish, usually found on the 
sandbars, were hardly ever seen. The anglers, who petitioned the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission to ban catching redfish 
in order to help the species rebound from almost extinction in 
our waters, are now enjoying their good work. 
	 The No Catch Regulations have worked. Anglers are 
now reporting catches of redfish in the three- to eight-
pound class. On a recent trip, my wife and I caught 12 big 
redfish in a 45-minute period. If these beautiful fish are 
to be here for anglers, we have to release our catches as 
if we are still under the no catch regulations. The release 
of the redfish will ensure that we can have a great fishing 
experience well into the future.
	 Here are some facts about the redfish. The world record 
redfish was caught on a bait fish at Avon, North Carolina. 
The beautiful Red, as it is commonly called, weighed in at 
52.4 pounds. The Florida record was caught in the Indian 
River and it weighed in at 52 pounds. Of the 23 world record 
catches of redfish caught on different types of tackle, 18 
of the record fish were caught along the beaches and mud 

Sue Lev with beautiful redfish

flats of North Carolina. Redfish are often referred to as 
reds, channel bass, spot tail, and school drum. These great 
gamefish have been caught from the coast of Maine down 
through the Gulf of Mexico.
	 Reds are what is commonly known as a schooling 
species.  That is to say, they travel in small to very 
large groups.  During the early 1990s, a spotter plane 
photographed a school of redfish on the surface of about 
10,000 fish, covering at least two acres. This event is 
hardly seen inshore, but has been photographed many 
times several miles off the beach on their migration to 
breeding and warmer waters.

	 The redfish we catch inhabit sandy muddy bottoms 
along sandbars, and just off the overhanging mangrove 
trees in the Charlotte Harbor back bays. Another species 
of drum is the black drum which is usually larger than 
the red drum, and is identified by a gray skin color, and 
jaw barbs found on the lower jaw of the fish. On the other 
hand, the red drum has a beautiful copper color body, 
large tail and found just before their tail is a black dot 
about the size of an eyeball. Many reds have several of 
these spots on their bodies as well. 
	 The redfish feed on crabs, shrimp and chunks of mullet. 
Many artificial baits used by anglers resemble these live 
baits, and are very successful in attracting the redfish to 
your hook. These fish are extremely strong fighters and 
use of 15-20-pound test line is recommended along with 
25-30-pound leader material to which you hook your 
artificial bait or live bait. If you prefer to catch your own 
bait, white bait, pinfish and scaled sardines are by far the 
best attractors. If you do not catch your own bait, one of the 
few bait shops that sell live pinfish and white bait is D and 
D Bait and Tackle shop in Matlacha, just a short distance 
off Burnt Store Road on Pine Island Road.
	 Just a very important reminder, please practice catch 
and release with our new population of redfish. We would 
love to have them around for many years without being 
regulated again. 
	 Tight Lines

Bocce - That’s The Way We Roll!
By Kathy Darrell, 
Tarpon Pass II	
	 BURNT STORE MARINA 
COUNTRY CLUB – BOCCE – 
Our goal is to introduce the joy 
and competition of bocce to more 
people.
	 The bocce group is truly on 
a roll! The average group on 
Tuesday afternoon is now 30 or 
more players. The competition is 
tough, and playing has become 
more advanced. Games are tight, and usually down to the 
last roll to determine winners. After the first 4 weeks of 
play in 2023, Bill and Maria Wagner are undefeated and 
in first place!
	 We are enjoying dinner at Linkside and thank the 
restaurant for getting all 30 crazy bocce players in for 
dinner. We enjoy our meals together at Linkside and, on 
occasion, visit additional restaurants close to home.
	 Consider joining the bocce crowd to meet new friends 
and have a joyful afternoon.
	 Please note that you do not have to be a member of 
Burnt Store Marina Country Club to play bocce. 

	 The bocce court is located 
in front of Burnt Store Marina 
Country Club on the northeast 
side of the parking lot. Please 
bring a lawn chair. We play on 
Tuesdays from 3 - 5 p.m. and 
then have dinner. 
	 For more information, or to be put 
on our email list, please email Connie & Dave Huelsbeck 
at huelsbed@bellsouth.net.
	 Stai al sicuro e Dio benedica 
	 (Stay Safe and God Bless)

WELCOME! NOW OPEN!

Locally Owned 
and Operated by 

Dr. Justin 
Kerr, DVM

“Elevating The 
Standard Of 

Veterinary Care”

� In-House Laboratory Diagnostics
� Dentistry � Wellness & Vaccines
� CT Scans � Ultrasound � Preventative Medicine
� Laparoscopic Surgeries
� Basic Grooming � Boarding Services
� Premium Pet Diets & Pet Supplies

www.burntstoreanimalhospital.com
To make an appointment please call

(239) 315-0729
16480 Burnt Store Road, Suite 106B, Punta Gorda

and Operated by 

Veterinary Care”

April 14 - May 20

Dates may be subject to change. 

February 17 – April 9
Winner of Best Musical at 
both the Tony Awards® and 
Olivier Awards®, go behind 
the music of Frankie Valli and 
The Four Seasons with Jersey 
Boys! Discover the secret of 
a 40-year friendship as the 
foursome work their way 
from the streets of New Jersey 

to the heights of stardom. The chart-topping hits include Sherry, 
Big Girls Don’t Cry, Can’t Take My Eyes Off You, Dawn, My Eyes 
Adored You and many more! 

Follow Deloris, a disco diva, as 
she witnesses a crime and the 
cops hide her in the last place 
anyone would think to look…a 
convent! Masquerading as a 
nun, and under the suspicious 
watch of Mother Superior, 
Deloris helps her fellow 
sisters find their voices as she 

unexpectedly rediscovers her own. She makes new friends and 
breathes new life into the church, but in the process, blows her 
cover! This high-spirited musical comedy is a shining tribute to 
the universal power of friendship. 
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By Glenna Benson	
	 We take our tagline very 
seriously at BSM Fitness, 
Racquet & Pool Club! And, 
we do our best to ensure our 
members experience this first 
hand. 2022 was another challenging year for all of us with 
Hurricane Ian wreaking havoc on our lives, our homes and 
our amenities at BSM. But, things are getting back to normal, 
slowly but surely. The volunteers at our Club were phenomenal 
at helping with the clean up so we could return to “normal” 
operations as quickly as possible. Happily we are almost there! 
	 Memories of early COVID waves, lockdowns, waiting 
for vaccines, and the impact on our lives is barely in the rear 
view mirror. We all recall how we modified our lifestyle, 
including our fitness routine, to match the times in which we 
were living. It wasn’t easy. As expected, we saw a reduction 
in memberships and were thankful to those who continued 
on. However, 2022 brought new insights and new beginnings 
along with an influx of new members, and the return of long-
time members. In fact, 2022 became the best year on record 
to date for the Club. The biggest factor for this success is 
the resiliency of the residents in this community! And that 
resiliency is still alive and well after the hurricane. Returning 
to our fitness routine can be very helpful in reducing our stress 
and provide a healthy distraction to the tarped roofs, tracking 
down contractors, etc. 
 	 The Club recently held its annual Open House to offer 
BSM residents the opportunity to come check us out. This 
year’s event was a resounding success! We met new residents, 
renters and some potential new residents, probably at least 50 
individuals came to check us out! The staff and volunteers 
happily shared their experiences with them while they 
toured all of the amenities! All visitors who participated in 
our facilities tour received a free day pass to come back and 
check us out another day. Our next Open House will be held 
in January 2024, but don’t wait until then to come visit – our 
friendly staff are on hand to greet you, and answer any question 
you have ANY TIME.
	 For those still thinking about a membership, and maybe 
still sitting on the fence, we have introduced a number of new 
fitness classes and added Saturday classes. Most of our classes 
are offered via Zoom, as well as in person to include more 

Fitness, Friends & Fun!
members. We are running the six-week weight loss program 
again this year with 43 individuals participating. Participants 
report the healthy habits they learn during this challenge sustain 
them throughout the year. The Aqua Aerobics classes are also 
highly subscribed, and we have a wide range of instructors to 
support this program. This high energy, lower impact form of 
exercise is excellent for improving cardiovascular endurance, 
and toning muscles without the added stress on your joints. If 
exercise is not your thing, we have Pool Only memberships for 
you to enjoy lounging and sun bathing around our beautiful 
club pool. 
	 Our pickleball program has grown significantly, with almost 
300 wristbands being distributed in January – each player is 
required to wear a band to show they are a member. There are 
a wide range of options for those interested in pickleball. We 
have experienced players who are generous with their time 
to show the newcomers the ropes. So, if you’ve never played 
before, don’t let that hold you back. The group welcomes 
players of all levels from beginners to competitive. The 
social aspects of this game are another reason people like to 
participate. There are regular socials throughout the season and 
the group has raised funds to create a very welcoming space 
behind the pickleball courts for these social gatherings. Take 
a walk back there some time and check it out. 
	 The tennis program offers a wide range of opportunities 
to practice your game, including team tennis, round robin 
events, league play, private lessons and team clinics provided 
by the Tennis Pro. A tennis ambassador program has also been 
established. Whether you would like to join club teams, play 
in a round robin or simply find friends for a game of tennis, 
these ambassadors are available to guide you and help get 
you set for a tennis outing. A team of tennis volunteers is 
also leading a fundraising effort to improve the current tennis 
viewing bleacher area, proposing to add a patio, and new sun 
canopies. These changes will provide a similar facility to the 
one at the pickleball site. These improved amenities add yet 
another welcoming feature to our club. So, if you have a tennis 
racquet that’s been collecting dust in your garage for longer 
than you would like to admit, think about dusting it off and 
joining in with our tennis players. They are always seeking 
new members to play. 
	 We now have more than 20 membership options from 
which to choose. These range from day passes, monthly 

memberships, seasonal memberships, activity specific 
memberships to full time annual memberships and everything 
in between! Anyone interested in fitness activities should be 
able to find one that fits their schedule, interests and time at 
Burnt Store Marina. 
	 BSM FRPC is one of the amazing amenities BSM has to 
offer. We are always striving to improve our offerings and 
facilities, to provide our members with the best experience 
possible. The efforts of dozens of volunteers, combined with 
our talented and hardworking staff have really contributed 
to the improvements of the Club. We thank our volunteers, 
members and staff for their hard work, commitment and 
continued patronage. 

Spoil Islands Calm

Let's talk
REAL ESTATE

C A L E N D A
R E A L  E S T A T E  G R O U P

16480 Burnt Store Rd. #102 
100 Madrid Blvd #512  

Burnt Store Marina’s average sales prices
continue to escalate in 2023 over prices in the
beginning of 2022, though are staying on the
market longer than during the feeding frenzy at
the beginning of ’22. The average days on market
for properties recently put under contract is
roughly 45 days, with those currently listed for
sale averaging 2-3 months…this is still
considerably quicker than pre-covid “days on
market” of over four months on market before
selling.

We would be happy to consult with you about
your real estate goals and find solutions that
work for you! With 22 years of selling Real Estate
in Burnt Store Marina and nearly $500,000,000
in sales, our team has successfully navigated
buyers and sellers through market shifts in the
ever-changing real estate market. Let us put our
experience to work for you!

A boutique real estate firm creating 
innovative solutions for those we serve.
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Blood Donation 
News

By Ann Singer, Admiral’s Point
	 Our enthusiastic and committed blood donors once 
again exceeded the donation goal on Monday, January 
16. The Big Red Bus was steadily busy throughout the 
day, resulting in a collection of 34 units of blood given 
by 36 donors. Each donation can save up to three lives, 
meaning 102 patients could benefit from the lifesaving 
efforts of our Burnt Store area donors from this one day. 
One Blood expresses gratitude to all for your generosity 
and dedication to this program.
	 We hope to see the same energy, if not more, at the 
March 13 drive!
Blood Donor Honor Roll
Barbara Honcharski	 Clayton Cramer
Carol Nagle	 Debra Mathies
Donna Dooner	 Elizabeth Lavandero
James Restivo	 Joan Tramontana
John Dunker	 Karen Spring	
Katherine Claussen	 Linda Cristinziano
Linda Rhoades	 Margaret Blythe
Mary Sarno	 Robert Bucci
Robert Ipri, Jr.	 Venita Wyatt
Carlota Restivo	 Charles Bradley
Daniel Peasley	 Denise Bradley
Elizabeth Borree	 John Osborn
Karen Zachacz	 Lawrence Blogg
Linda Cross	 Lisa Sessler
Marty Owen	 Pasquale Lombardo
Robert O’Clare	 Thomas Zalac
Viviana Rojas Bogdan	 James Elliott
James Zachacz
	 What is the value of a unit of blood? Ask a patient who 
needs it.

Blood Donation News…
January Blood Drive

By Ann Singer, Admiral’s Point
Don’t Miss the Bus in 2023

Make Blood Donation A Habit!
	 Our next blood donation day is Monday, March 13, 8:30 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Make your appointment online or plan to walk 
in. During peak season, I recommend making an appointment, 
especially for morning slots. This drive is the final donation day 
of our winter visitor season. The next drive will follow in October 
2023. Volunteer to help exceed our goal.
	 Many ask, “If I donated in the January blood drive can I 
donate in March?” YES! Drives are scheduled so you have 
56 days between. This is the law in the United States. Many 
donors donate for several reasons, such as a form of charity, 
general awareness regarding the demand for blood, increased 
confidence in oneself, helping a personal friend or relative, and 
social pressure. Despite the many reasons that people donate, 
not enough actively donate. Less than 10% of the 37% eligible 
blood donors in the United States donate annually. 

There is a critical blood shortage 
due to the disastrous Hurricane Ian.

IT IS SAFE TO DONATE. 
Please consider donation on March 13.

	 The BIG RED BUS is located in the Cass Cay/Trading Post/
Tiki Hut parking lot. To schedule online, log onto ONEBLOOD.
ORG. Establish a username and password and follow directions. 
Walk-ins are always welcome. Remember to bring a photo ID. 
Be sure to eat before you donate, and drink lots of fluids before 
and after. Make an appointment online, call, or walk in the day 
of the drive. For questions, please call Ann Singer at 319-290-
5955 or Jo Bucci at 941-445-8260.
	 We look forward to seeing our veteran donors, and meeting 
many new Burnt Store area residents and visitors. Remember 
to spread the news to your neighbors. The incentive gifts will 
be: a long sleeve One Blood-St. Patrick Day themed t-shirt, $20 
e-gift card, and Chick-fil-A card for a free chicken sandwich. 
Successful donors will receive ALL 3 gifts!

Platinum Point Yacht Club
By Loretta Steeves, Director		
	 As the article below by the Platinum Point Education 
Committee testifies, PPYC members like to learn. In addition to 
learning about the invasive Burmese Python, the members had 
the opportunity to learn line dancing. Almost one third of those 
going to the Country Western Party came to a line dancing lesson 
that morning. If your tastes run in the artistic direction, there was 
an art outing to the Imagine Museum in St. Pete, followed by 
an excursion to the Salvador Dali Museum. Given the severe 
impact of Hurricane Ian, a seminar, All About FEMA, was 
offered and open to the entire community. All that happened in 
the first week of February. Later in the month, a presentation with 
a more scientific bent described the functioning of the James 
Webb Space Telescope.
	 Other events open to the community peppered the month of 
February. An Open House on the 5th provided an opportunity 
to learn more about PPYC activities and events. The time-
honored tradition of a Valentine’s Day Pancake breakfast gave 
sweethearts throughout the community an opportunity to start 
the day romantically, with breakfast cooked and served by the 
men of PPYC. The club shared its musical talents with the Burnt 
Store Lakes Community at their pavilion on February 18, and 
followed up with “Music on the Lawn” on February 19. 
	 As the weather warmed, the PPYC racing group took their 
sails to Charlotte Harbor almost every Monday. The cruisers 
followed their January trip to Venice with a cruise to the newly-
reopened marina at ‘Tween Waters. It is such a gift to see our 
local marinas coming back to life.
	 As the height of the season neared, the on-land activities 
abounded. An annual PPYC favorite, the Progressive Dinner, 

assigned members first to a host’s home for appetizers and then 
to another home for an elegant meal. In typical PPYC fashion, 
the appetizers were brought by the guests themselves, as were 
the sides to accompany the dinner. The classic beef tenderloin 
was provided by the club (along with cooking instructions). The 
entire group convened back at the clubhouse for dessert.
	 Other food-centered activities continued with Sunset Socials, 
where members bring apps to share in conjunction with Happy 
Hour, and Grill Nights, where the club’s grills are fired up for the 
men to test their barbeque skills to accompany the sides, once 
again brought and shared by the membership. Happy Hours 
continued every Tuesday and Friday – the sunset views from 
the club’s waterfront lanai provide the perfect backdrop.
	 Looking forward to March, we see two of the club’s most-
cherished traditions. The Commodore’s Ball and Fleet Week. 
The ball, a gala night of dinner and dancing will be held on 
March 4 at the Punta Gorda Isles Yacht Club. Fleet Week will 
take place March 6-11. If you’re new to the community, look to 
see the club decked out in its finest. Be sure to come to, Songs 
of Sailors, Ships, and Seas, on March 7 at 5:30, and watch the 
Blessing of the Fleet boat parade on March 9. After the boat 
parade, the PPYC members will honor those members who 
have passed during the preceding year. A cocktail reception and 
catered dinner will follow the Memorial Service. 
	 As you can see, PPYC is an active club with a wide 
variety of on-water and on-land activities. We are a diverse 
group, with half of our membership being snowbirds and half 
homesteaders. If you’d like to learn more, stop by the club 
and meet the office administrator, Dorothy Saviste, on any 
Monday, Wednesday or Thursday.

Sheriff’s Report – January
1/4 - 8 a.m. - Noon
Warnings: 
4 - Not complete stop at the stop 
sign - 3 workers, 1 resident golf 
cart
1 - speeding - Marina visitor 
5 - total warnings 
Tickets: 
1 - failure to exhibit proof of 
insurance - worker 
1 - expired tag - 6 months - worker 
1 - windshield tint - worker
3 - total tickets 
1/14 - 7:42 a.m. - 11:42 a.m.
Warnings: 
5 - failure to stop at the stop sign - 1 visitor, 3 residents, 
1 outside contractor 
2 - expired tag - 6 months - resident, outside contractor 

7 - total warnings 
2 - verbal warnings not stopping at stop sign - golf 
cart and car 
2 - Total verbal warnings 
1/15 - 5:45 p.m. - 9:45 p.m.
Warnings: 
3 - speeding - 3 visitors 
3 - total warnings 
Tickets 
1 - speeding - visitor 
1 - total tickets 
1/26 - 5 a.m. – 9 a.m.
Warnings:
3 - speeding - 1 visitor, 2 residents 
3 - total warnings 
Tickets: 
1 - speeding - visitor 
1 - total tickets

Local Resident

Call Ron Prickitt  941.347.4557   

Set-up • Service • Training • Virus Removal • Upgrade 

Digital Home Doctor

Reasonable Rates - High Quality 5 Star Service 

Give Your Computer A 
Complete Checkup
We Make House Calls! 

++

Increased Sunlight Sensitivity?
Might be cataracts.
If you are over age 60 and experiencing changes in your vision, you might have 

cataracts. Visit Elmquist Eye Group to learn more about how we can help you see like 

you did 30 years ago.

Call 239-350-4181 or visit elmquist.com  
to schedule your appointment.
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Licensed Real Estate Broker

A magnetism  
between people  
and place

Recognized and renowned for being the local market leader, with roots intertwined 
throughout the communities we serve, Michael Saunders & Company is honored to 
exceed expectations for all your real estate needs. 

With nearly 650 agents throughout 23 offices, we believe our commitment to our 
communities is what regularly establishes us as the unrivaled brokerage on Florida’s Gulf 
Coast. Being the trusted and consistent source for customer excellence and exceptional 
industry knowledge are responsibilities and privileges we proudly uphold.

101 Taylor St, Punta Gorda, FL 33950  |  941.639.0000  |  michaelsaunders.com
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By Debbie Burns, 
Mariners Pass
	 What if a painting could 
do more than hang on a 
wall? What if a painting 
could provide valuable 
learning and leadership 
opportunities, or even 
improve the lives of people 
that will never see it? This 
is exactly what Jay Winston 
is using his talents for. His 
only aspiration as an artist 
is to enjoy his paintings 
while supporting worthy causes in the process. All proceeds 
from Winston’s paintings are distributed to various nonprofit 
organizations. 
	 Jay began painting as a hobby in 2001. He had taken a few 
classes, and enjoyed this creative outlet in his free time. After 
he and his wife Paula retired from their businesses in Oriental, 
North Carolina in 2005, he got serious about painting.

Local artist to benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

	 Winston’s paintings are all uniquely different. A piece is 
sure to fit anyone’s decor and tastes. His painting style is a 
cross between Mark Rothko and Jackson Pollack. His works 
masterfully range from bold geometrics to a snow-white tree, 
composed completely in texture rather than color.
	 Jay splits his time between homes in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
and Burnt Store Marina. He holds benefit art shows each year 
in Punta Gorda. This year, Jay chose St. Jude as a beneficiary 
of his art show. He also sold several commissioned pieces last 

year, with the proceeds going to my 2022 St. Jude fundraiser, 
helping me to raise $9,268.
	 In addition to Jay’s artwork, he is selling teddy bears that 
are all unique and mostly handmade. The teddy bears can be 
purchased and taken home with you, or you can choose to 
purchase a bear to be sent to St. Jude hospital for a child who is 
going through treatment.
	 The Art Show/Sale will be held on Saturday, March 25, at 4 
p.m. at the home of Jay Winston, Esplanade, 24351 Baltic Ave. 
(building, #5) unit 202. We will only be accepting checks and 
cash. All checks should be made out to St. Jude, and are tax 
deductible.
	 Please come out to meet Jay, see his fabulous work and 
support this worthy cause. 

The Recipe Box 	 			 
By Jennifer LeClair, Pelican Way
  The Beacon editorial staff was 

recently given a box containing copies of The Beacon 
since its inception in 2002. Thank you, John Spitler, 
Commodore Club. The above recipe appeared in the 
March 2002 issue. We thought it might be fun to re-
visit some of the recipes and articles. 

	 I was unable to find the above recipe on any of the 
current food/recipe websites, however, I did find that the 
above salad supposedly originated with a chef who cooked 
for European royalty before a stint at the National Casino 
in Budapest, Hungary. The casino eggs (Kaszino tojas) 
are often featured at buffets and on cold platters, and 
nearly always served with the colorful vegetable salad in 
a creamy dressing which in Hungary is called the “French 
salad”, but elsewhere you might have heard of a similar 
dish called “Russian salad”. 
	 Preparation is done in stages, as all ingredients that 
are cooked need to cool down before the final assembly.

	 Below is the recipe as submitted in 2002 by Agnes Putnam 
of Yellowfish Cove.

FRENCH CASINO EGG SALAD

Ingredients:
5 eggs
1 pack of frozen mixed peas and carrots
1 medium-sized apple, diced
2 pieces of pickled cucumber, diced
1 tablespoon mustard
8 oz. mayonnaise
8 oz. sour cream
1 lemon
Method:
	 Cook eggs until hard-boiled, shell them, cut them in half 
and cool. Cook the frozen peas and carrots as directed on 
the package. Mix the mustard, mayonnaise and sour cream 
together. Mix all the prepared vegetables (when cooled) and 
the apple into the mayonnaise mixture. Arrange the pieces of 
cut eggs on the top of the mixture. Squeeze juice from one-
half of the lemon over the eggs. Slice the remaining one-half 
lemon and arrange on top of the eggs. Place in the refrigerator 
for at least one hour before serving.
	 I can’t tell you how much this salad cost to make in 2002 
but with the 60% inflation rate we have on the cost of eggs in 
2023 I think I’ll save this recipe to make on a special occasion.

INGMAN MARINE
1189 Tamiami Trail

Port Charlotte, FL 33953

941-255-1555

Visit our web site: www.ingmanmarine.com

When You Want The Best

REPOWER SPECIALIST

SUNDANCE SKIFFS
STINGRAY BOATS &

HURRICANE DECK BOATS INGMAN MARINE AT GASPARILLA MARINA
15001 Gasparilla Road, Placida, FL 33946

941-697-1000

INGMAN MARINE AT
FOUR WINDS MARINA

15001 Stringfellow Road
Bokeelia, FL 33922

941-255-0985

When You Want The BestWhen You Want The Best

SEAHUNT

MAVERICK - HEWES - PATHFINDER

GRADY - WHITE

BENNINGTON

NORTH FORT MYERS
14531 N. Cleveland Avenue, North Fort Myers, FL 33903

239-599-9069 

CALL KG 7 DAYS A WEEK
For Your Best Yamaha Price

941-628-5000
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By Graham Segger, Independent Home Owner
	 I had a birthday recently, not a particularly significant 
one, but hey, at this stage of life they are all milestones, 
or is that millstones? It is a bit of a cliché to reflect on the 
sappiness of Hallmark style greeting card messages, but 
recently I have been exposed to a number of cards which 
impressed me with their creativity. Not being bashful 
about passing on the wisdom of others, following are a 
few examples which stood out.
	 Top of the list, and the impetus for this article, was a 
personalized card by a talented local artist and occasional 
Beacon contributor. Her drawing captured beautifully 
the pivotal moment each month when I sit at my desk 
contemplating ideas for a new article (my challenge is seldom 
finding ideas, but rather selecting from them).
	 Another friend sent a wonderful photo he had taken of old 
Matlacha with the poignant caption “What used to B.” My 
wife Diane also uses her original art for greeting cards which 
we share with others.
	 The cards seemed to come with several different recurring 
themes. There were the cute dog and critter cards:
	 • Pooch hanging out a car window, sunglasses on, 
tongue out – Hope you have a sun-in-your-face, wind-
in-your-hair kind of day
	 • Bulldog riding a scooter – Let the good times roll
	 • Impossibly cute dog with birthday hat, cake and candles 
– You’re doggone special!
	 • A hungry looking rodent at one end of a maze with 
birthday cake at the other end – Hope your Birthday’s 
A-MAZE-ING
	 Then there were the health related messages, some perhaps 
hitting too close to home:
	 • Now when I walk around the house and there’s a creak 
I assume it’s my body and not the house
	 • On your Birthday don’t let society tell you what people 
your age can and can’t do – That’s what your knees are for
	 • Old enough to know better, young enough to not give a shit
	 • It’s your birthday – Try not to do anything too responsible!
	 Humor and alcohol were popular topics:
	 • It’s your birthday. Let there be NO BEER left behind! 
It’s your duty! Have the happiest birthday BEER can buy. 
	 • A school of fish, a gaggle of geese, a pride of lions. How 
would I describe your birthday – A shitload of candles!

Birthday Greetings

May you always have the right inspirations! Joanne 
Boughner

	 • This is Gutnis – He walked over 15,000 miles from Siberia 
to give you birthday wishes. Gutnis suffered from exhaustion, 
frostbite, blisters and poor cell reception, but he made it. So 
please have a Happy Birthday, for Gutnis’ sake.
	 • To find happiness on your birthday, seek inner peace. Better 
yet, seek the corner piece – it’s the one with the most frosting!
	 • One card came with a detachable “Pairs well with wine” 
button
	 Some cards bordered on origami art. A pop-up octopus hand-
labeled Oscar with eight moveable legs was described as “four 
hugs in one envelope”. A flip-out balloon became a half sphere, 
while another card had 3D paper sunglasses, flip flops, Hawaiian 
shirt and cool drink attached. 

	 There were cards with sentimental messages which 
warmed my soul and, of course, several beautiful images of 
boats. One favorite consisted of an image sewn with thread 
of a fisherman in his boat with a fish swimming below.
	 I’ll leave you with this message from one of the cards 
which I hope you will all take to heart - Set sail on another 
great year!

Seabreeze
Communications
For Advertising Rates
Please Visit Our Website
seabreezecommunications.com

Or Call 239.278.4222

The Beaty and Brandt brothers doing what they do best 
FISHING

Christine Chamberlin

941.268.3172

chris@findyourgulfcoastdream.com 
FindYourGulfCoastDream.com

New Amenities Center is open
 Resort-style pool featuring gradual wade in entry and separate lap 

lanes
 New outdoor Tiki bar offering a full menu, bar, and poolside service
 Tennis, pickle ball, bocce ball courts
 State of the art fitness center and aerobics room open 24/7
 Fitness instructor on site Mon-Fri
 Full-service spa offering nails, massage, facials, sauna

You’d be surprised how many Burnt Store Marina boaters have 
discovered their golf home in Heritage Landing Golf & County Club. 
Some found their forever home here, or a getaway condo, or 
investment home, with golf memberships to the renown Gordon 
Lewis designed championship course, driving range, and putting 
green. Imagine living with the best of both golf and boating worlds 
within an 8-minute drive of each other.

Why do boaters love heritage landing 
golf & country club? 

200 West Marion Ave | Punta Gorda, FL 33950

If you’d like a look around, give me a call and experience elevated resort living, at its finest. 

REALTOR ®

Luxury Home Marketing Specialist

 Elevated resort living
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Edison And Ford Winter Estates 
Hosts Vintage ‘Base Ball’ Games At Terry Park

Vintage ‘Base Ball’ Games At Terry Park on page 18

The Vagabonds Base Ball Club is the Fort Myers home team and includes Tom Hottovy, Edison 
Ford CFO (third from left) and Matt Andres, Edison Ford Curatorial Registrar (fourth from left).

	 On March 26, Edison and Ford Winter Estates will 
host its annual Vintage “Base Ball” Tournament at 
historic Terry Park in Fort Myers. The teams will play 
several consecutive games throughout the day in a small 
tournament format. The gates will open at 9:30 a.m. with 
the first game starting at 10 a.m.
	 Vintage base ball (baseball in the 1860s, was spelled 
with two words) is played by 1860s rules, which include 
using wooden bats, no gloves and lemon peel baseballs. 
Players will wear vintage uniforms and the umpires will 
call the shots the way they did during the time period. 
	 The vintage team roster to date includes the Awkwards 
Vintage Base Ball of Central Florida, Bradenton 
Shamrocks Vintage Base Ball Club, the Early Riser 
BBC of Detroit, Vagabonds Base Ball Club (Fort Myers 
home team), and the Wyandotte Stars BBC (Michigan). 
Additional teams may be added and visiting players may 
join a team for the day. Admission to the vintage base 
ball tournament at Terry Park will be $5 for adults; kids 
18 and under will be admitted free.
	 The game coincides with major league baseball spring 
training that is now locally played at JetBlue Park, the 
Lee County Sports Complex and Hammond Stadium; 
however, Terry Park was once the hub of baseball’s spring 
training, and where Thomas Edison was a frequent visitor. 
History Of Terry Park And The Connection To 
Thomas Edison
	 In 1921, Dr. Marshall Terry, along with his wife Tootie 
McGregor-Terry, donated several acres of land that had in 
its earliest days been a cow pasture and later the site of 
the Lee County Fair. Lee County government took formal 
possession of the land, which was a mile east of the City 
of Fort Myers with the stipulation that “all property shall 
be used as a park and public property.”
	 Using the specifications put forth by Cornelius 
McGillicuddy, aka “Connie Mack,” manager and owner 
of the Philadelphia Athletics, construction of the original 
ball field began in 1923 and was officially named Terry 
Park. After two years of negotiations between Mack and 
a committee led by Richard Richards Sr., owner of the 

Fort Myers Royal Palm 
Pharmacy, the Athletics 
agreed to  play thei r 
spring training games in 
Fort Myers starting in 
1925.
	 Terry Park served 
as the official spring 
training home of the 
Athletics until  1936. 
The team won the World 
Series in both 1929 and 
1930. Over the next five 
decades, other major 
league baseball teams 
used the bal lpark to 
play their pre-season 
e x h i b i t i o n  g a m e s , 
including the Cleveland 
Indians, Kansas City 
Royals and Pittsburgh Pirates. Hall of Famers such as 
George Brett, Roberto Clemente, Ty Cobb, Jimmie Foxx, 
and Babe Ruth are just some of stars that graced the fields 
at Terry Park, helping bring national exposure to the “City 
of Palms.”
	 Thomas Edison,  wor ld-famous  inventor  and 
businessman, was also a die-hard baseball fan. In a 1927 
interview, Edison was quoted as saying “Baseball is the 
greatest of American games. I don’t believe you can find 
a more ardent follower of baseball than myself, as a day 
seldom passes when I do not read sporting pages of the 
newspaper.” Edison decided to visit Terry Park on a few 
occasions to watch the Athletics play, even seizing one 
opportunity to participate in the team’s batting practice 
session.
	 “According to historic documents, Ty Cobb volunteered 
to pitch to the 80-year-old Edison, who subsequently hit a 
line drive that knocked Ty Cobb down who was standing 
halfway between the mound and home plate,” said Matt 
Andres, Curatorial Registrar at Edison and Ford Winter 

Estates. “As a result, Edison and an army of reporters 
roared with laughter after humbling one the league’s 
greatest players. While Cobb was dusting himself off, the 
inventor quipped, ‘Think you can hit them like that when 
you’re 80?’ A few days later the entire team visited Mr. 
and Mrs. Edison at their Fort Myers’ estate and toured 
the property and had lunch with the legendary inventor.” 
	 For spectators wanting to learn more about the history 
of spring training and the baseball legends that played 
in Fort Myers, Edison and Ford program manager, Holly 
Shaffer, will give a presentation on March 24 and March 
25 at 11 a.m. The presentation is included with general 
admission to Edison and Ford Winter Estates. 
New Exhibit Planned
	 In partnership with Connie Mack’s family, a new 
baseball exhibit is planned for the museum at Edison and 
Ford Winter Estates and is scheduled to open this spring. 
The exhibit will feature original artifacts and photographs 
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877-45-LENNAR  |  www.LennarSWFL.com
Visit any of our Welcome Home Centers Monday - Saturday 9-6, Sunday 10-6

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER.  FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER 
OR LESSEE.
Plans to build out this neighborhood as proposed are subject to change without notice. Please see your New Home Consultant and/or home purchase agreement for actual features designated as an Everything’s Included feature. Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution 
without notice. Items shown are artist’s renderings and may contain options that are not standard on all models or not included in the purchase price. Availability may vary. Sq. ft./acreage/dimensions is estimated; actual sq. ft./acreage/dimensions will differ. Garage/bay sizes may vary from home to home and may not accommodate all 
vehicles. Models/lifestyle photos do not reflect racial or ethnic preference. Maps are not to scale and are for relative location purposes only. Lennar does not guarantee the availability of homes within the price ranges above. Price subject to change without notice. Site plans, community maps and/or aerial photos are conceptual in 
nature and are merely an artist’s rendition.  They are solely for illustrative purposes, should never be relied upon, and are subject to change. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2023 Lennar Corporation, Lennar, the Lennar logo, WCI, the WCI logo, Everything’s 
Included and the Everything’s Included logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. LENNAR HOMES LLC CBC038894 and CGC1523282. LENNAR REALTY INC (CQ1013633) 02/23.

Make life a vacation... every day!

Executive & Manor Homes
Executive Homes:

1,850 to 2,247 Sq. Ft. Living A/C
From the $400s 
Manor Homes:

2,245 to 3,332 Sq. Ft. Living A/C
From the mid $400s

Resort-style pool • Poolside Grille & Tiki Bar 
Tennis Center & Pro Shop 

Har-Tru Tennis Courts • Pickleball Courts  
Bocce Ball Courts • State-of-the-art Fitness Center 

Yoga/Aerobics Room • Men’s & Ladies Saunas
Spa/Massage Rooms • Nail & Beauty Salon

14701 Heritage Landing Blvd. 
 Punta Gorda, FL 33955

I-75 to exit 158 (Green Gulf Blvd/Tuckers Grade). Go west 1 mile, then north on 
US 41 for .3 miles. Turn left on Notre Dame Blvd for 2 miles, then turn left on Burnt 

Store Rd. After 3 miles, community will be on the right.

LennaratCapeCoral.com

Whether you are looking to lay down roots, 
start a family, or dreaming of a wintertime 
retreat in the beautiful Florida sunshine, 
a Lennar home provides the ideal place 
to call home.

1400 S. Gator Circle 
Cape Coral, FL. 33909

Dover Floorplan

Stop by our Open House Today!

Cape Coral
at

OPEN HOUSE

Dover Plan
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Summerville II SunsetHartford

New Lennar Homes Near You!
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By Jan McLaughlin, Former Beacon Editor
	 One morning a fellow walker stopped me and asked what 
the distance was around Prosperity Point, and how far was 
it from there to the front entry gate. With lots of residents 
returning and enjoying our pedestrian paths, I offer the 
following. All distances were measured with a GPS while 
riding in a golf cart.
	 • Islamorada Entrance Gate to Cape Cole Blvd. – 0.82 mile
	 • Cape Cole Blvd., golf clubhouse gate arm to Islamorada 
Blvd. – 0.60 mile
	 • Cape Cole Blvd., golf club gate arm to Matecumbe Key 
entry – 0.72 mile
	 • Matecumbe Key Blvd., construction entrance to Cape 
Cole Blvd., 0.72 mile

Enjoying Your Walk
	 • Matecumbe Key Blvd., Cape Cole Blvd., to South Shore 
– 0.55 mile
	 • Courtside Landings’ Loop, start/stop at entrance – 0.48 mile
	 • Prosperity Point sidewalk loop, start/stop at Matcumbe 
Key Blvd, 1.26 mile
	 • Admiral’s Point loop (includes Key Largo Lane Circle, 
Sable Key Circle and Key Largo Circle) start/stop at 
Marathon & Cape Cole Blvd., 1.06 mile
	 • Tarpon Pass loop, start/stop at Islamorada Blvd., 0.76 
mile
	 Wonderful resources for walkers abound on the Internet. 
These sites offer a wide selection of audio music apps 
for beginners to advanced walkers, exercise videos, gear 
(including shoes), accessories and resource information.

Gardener’s Wheelbarrow
By Maggie Hart, 
Mariners Pass
	 March in SW Florida should 
be clear, dry, sunny and warm. 
Perfect weather to get outside and 
begin to add to your landscape, in your 
yard or with decorative pots at your front door 
and in the lanai. Don’t expect much precipitation until 
May or June - there will not be much rain to help you, 
so plan on hand-watering any additions. If you received 
or purchased poinsettias during the holidays, now is the 
time to put them outdoors. Put them in sunny locations 
and prune to 12 inches above the soil. Poinsettias have 
a better chance of blooming again if kept outside, away 
from artificial night light.
	 • Watch for Fungus: Moist leaves in the morning 
that don’t dry off very quickly are susceptible to fungus. 
Fungus will affect most plants, as well as turf. 
	 • Tools: Clean and sharpen your garden tools. Pruning 
will be much easier, and clean cuts lessen the possibility 
of fungus and bacteria settling into frayed branch edges. 
	 • Pruning: Almost everything overgrown or dead can 
be pruned now. The exceptions include trees and plants in 
flower, or those about to flower. Go after plants that need 
shaping or that have damaged branches. Cut back by 1/3, 
using pocket pruning or vertical cutting. Horizontal cutting 
only encourages top growth, not interior or base growth. 
Don’t touch bougainvillea until after Mother’s Day. 
	 • Hurricane Pruning: Years ago, this pruning practice 
was demoted to unacceptable as we became more aware 
of what is truly beneficial and what is not. A well-pruned, 
properly pruned tree is one that has had limbs removed 
that are crossing each other, or are broken/damaged, 
forming a weak link to the trunk. Excessive pruning 
(topping) only produces thick, weak growth that will 
cause problems in high winds. 
	 • Pruning Palms: Palms should only have dead 
or dying (browning) fronds and inflorescences/fruit 
removed. The standard of leaving fronds between 9 and 3 
o’clock (the horizon line) is best. Removing green fronds 
stresses the palm by limiting its source of nutrients for 
new growth. 
	 • Pinching Back: This small action produces big 
results for annuals and perennials. With your fingernails, 
pinch back ¾ – 1” of the actively growing ends of the 
branches. The plants will bush out and flower production 
will increase. Spent flowers should be removed to 
encourage a new flush of blooms. 
	 • Fertilizing: Purchase the pricier slow-release, 
complete fertilizer. Micronutrients are mandatory for 
plants in our area. Buy a good quality palm food and use 
it on everything…palms, trees, shrubs, ground covers and 
perennials. Fertilizer contains salts, so always water first 
if the ground is dry. Afterwards, broadcast the fertilizer 

in the area of the plant’s drip lines (not at the trunk) and 
water it into the ground. Fertilize the soil, not the plant. 
	 • Weeding & Mulching: Three inches of organic 
mulch will keep out most weeds, but some will come 
through the barrier. An application of pre-emergent 
herbicide will kill germinating seeds - it should be applied 
prior to mulching. Keep mulch away from tree trunks and 
stems of shrubs and perennials. 
	 • Turf Management: If not done already, apply a 
pre-emergent herbicide early in the month, for control 
of summer weeds. 
	 • Irrigation Systems: Systems should be checked for 
proper coverage. This is very important and is an ongoing 
task. Whoever is maintaining your irrigation system must 
be vigilant. March and April are two of the driest months 
and the temperature is heating up. The landscape requires 
consistent watering and coverage.

	 • New Plantings: Almost everything, including warm 
season annuals, cold-sensitive tropicals, flowering 
ornamentals and palms can be planted now. Planting 
too deeply, above the soil level when purchased, will 
kill almost any plant except cabbage palms and tomato 
plants! And, planting trees too closely to each other only 
means trouble in the future with disease, weak growth, 
mis-shaped limbs and a huge waste of money.
	 • Planting Annuals: Our soil cannot support annuals 
or most perennials. For success, purchase annual soil 
mix and mound it high, adding Osmocote. Plant, water 
with fresh water initially to supplement or replace the 
irrigation water. A blossom booster and fungicide, applied 
as directed, is also recommended. Hint: Spend a little 
extra by buying a quart-sized plant vs. one in a 41/2-inch 
pot. You won’t need as many and it will establish much 
more quickly, with less effort on your part.

on loan from the Mack family, connecting Thomas 
Edison, Connie Mack and baseball in Fort Myers. The 
exhibit will also trace the long history of Fort Myers 
as a Spring Training site, resulting in World Series 
pennants for every team that trained here longer than 
two years. The exhibit is scheduled to be on display 
for five years. 
	 For more information about Edison and Ford Winter 
Estates, visit EdisonFord.org. 
Edison And Ford Winter Estates
	 Edison and Ford Winter Estates is the internationally 
known winter homesite of Thomas Edison and Henry 
Ford. More than 220,000 visitors walk through the 
location each year from all around the globe. The 
organization has received many awards, including the 
National Stewardship Award from the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation and the National Garden 
Clubs’ Historic Preservation Award. The property is 
an official project of “Save America’s Treasures,” a 
Florida Historic Landmark and a National Register 

Historic Site. The Edison Botanic Laboratory is a 
National Historic Chemical Landmark. The site is open 
every day except Thanksgiving and Christmas from 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and until 9 p.m. during the month of 
December for Holiday Nights.

Ty Cobb, Thomas Edison, and Connie Mack at Terry 
Park in 1927. 

Vintage ‘Base Ball’ Games At Terry Park from page 16

Burnt Store Craftsmen LLC
Cabinet Refacing     Finish Carpentry

Cabinet Refacing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels

Call today for details.

Competitive pricing. References available.
MC and Visa accepted

Serving Lee County since 2009

941-575-2867
Burntstorecraftsmen@gmail.com
www.burntstorecraftsmen.com

Peter Lovering
Vincent Ave., Punta Gorda, FL

Licensed & Insured PT09-0862 / FC09-0860

Are You Having Trouble
Controlling the Way You Eat?

Call: (239) 338-5948
Email: faswfla@gmail.com

www.foodaddicts.org
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	 Owners are asked to use caution and be aware of local 
wildlife such as coyotes, bobcats, and alligators.
	 Coyotes sightings have increased as it is their mating 
season, and they are more aggressive and vocal right now. 
Recently a Burnt Store Lakes resident witnessed a coyote 
chase a rabbit into their rain gutter downspout and then pull 
the downspout into the yard trying to get the rabbit out.
	 Please watch your pets carefully and keep them on a leash 
when outside, particularly at dusk, nighttime, and dawn. 

Wildlife Caution Notice
Smaller pets are especially at risk. Letting them out in a fenced 
area may not deter a coyote. Make sure pet food, fruit, or 
other items are stored inside or in tightly shut garbage cans. 
Ensure your home is not luring small rodents or animals that 
coyotes like to prey on.
	 One of the best attributes of living in Burnt Store 
Marina & The Lakes is the abundant wildlife. However, 
residents need to be aware of our wildlife and be cautious 
to ensure their own safety and the safety of their pets. 

Golf Tips
By Bill Connelly, Manager of 
Golf Operations
	 Learning to play the game of 
golf can be quite intimidating. As 
a beginner there are many things 
that you must learn. On top of learning how to make a swing, 
you must learn about golf equipment, the golf course, and 
all of the rules that this wonderful game has. 
	 You want to try to make learning the game as fun as 
possible. Set goals for yourself, like not hitting in the sand 
or trying to reduce the number of balls that you lose. The 
main goal is to relax and enjoy this great game.
	 As golfing great Arnold Palmer once said, “Golf is 
deceptively simple and endlessly complicated. It satisfies 
the soul and frustrates the intellect. It is at the same time, 
rewarding and maddening, and it is without a doubt the 
greatest game mankind has ever invented.” 
	 Below are the results of the Scotch Scramble on January 28: 
1st Place	 2nd Place
Bob and Jane Moen	 Bob and Chris Hornak
Jay and Kathy Barnhart	 Steve Hunt and Lesley Rose
Bob and Robin LeMaster	 Allan Huffman and
Brad Baker and Sue Peters	     Deb Lehman	
		  Lynda Vail

3rd Place 	 4th Place	
Doug and Karen Bingler	 Paul and Meg Crowley
Brent and Heidi Chorneyko	 Gary and Kathy Knudsen
Ted and Doris Havens	 Jim Harding and	    
Stan and Loriann Rogers	     Michelle Goldman 
		  Al and Laura Weisert
Closest to the Flag
Women	 Men
Maryanne San Juan	 Bob Paul
Ginger Story	 Steve Flagstad
Kathi McKay	 Ralph Hodges
Phyllis Love	 Mike Proudfoot
	 Jay Barnhart had a hole-in-one on Pelican 5
	 Congratulations to all!
	 Also an item of note, is that we had 2 holes-in-one by a 
married couple, Drew and Dora Myers. Each had a hole-in-
one on the same hole, Heron 2. Dora got hers on January 30 
while Drew got his during the summer of 2022.
	 Be sure to sign up for the Luau Scramble on March 4 at 
12 p.m. with an outdoor pig roast to follow. And remember, 
there is a 9 Hole Scramble every Tuesday at 3 p.m.
	 Please follow us @burntstoregolf on Instagram for 
course updates.
	 Please stop in for lunch and some shopping, we would 
love to say hello.
	 Have fun learning to enjoy your game.

Dining Venues

LINKSIDE CAFÉ @ Burnt Store Marina C.C. - 
941-637-6405
www.linksidecafe.org
23415 Vincent Ave, Punta Gorda
941-637-6405
Open to the public
Breakfast – Sunday, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Lunch – Monday – Saturday, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m., Sunday 
1 – 3 p.m.
*Dinner – Tuesday & Friday, 5 – 8 p.m. 
*Call for information for specialty dinners
*Reservations are recommended as seating is limited
CASS CAY RESTAURANT & BAR - 941-347-7148
www.casscayrestaurant.com
Open Daily – 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
THE TRADING POST - 239-789-3463
www.facebook.com/tradingpostbsm 
Summer Hours: Sunday-Thursday - 7:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
	 Friday-Saturday - 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Featuring deli, breakfast & lunch, ice cream, pizza, beer 
& wine and ice.

MARKETPLACE

239-458-9889

Commercial & ResidentialCommercial & ResidentialCommercial & ResidentialCommercial & ResidentialCommercial & Residential

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING SPECIALIST

Steve’s Cell
239-872-9688

paintinsteve@yahoo.com

Andrew’s Cell
239-872-9684

ajfsteves@yahoo.com

Licensed & Insured Lic # PT000487

STEVE’S PAINTING, INC.

TILE ROOF PAINT & SEALTILE ROOF PAINT & SEALTILE ROOF PAINT & SEALTILE ROOF PAINT & SEALTILE ROOF PAINT & SEAL

www.paintinsteve.com
Credit Cards AcceptedCredit Cards AcceptedCredit Cards AcceptedCredit Cards AcceptedCredit Cards Accepted

AIR CONDITIONING &
PLUMBING REPAIRS

We Are Florida State Certified Contractors
For Expert Service, Advice or a Second Opinion

Lee Co: 239-541-3333 • Charlotte Co: 941-623-0451
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE
•  Air Conditioning Repair-Replacement
• Preventative Maintenance Service Plans
• Indoor Air Quality Filtration-Treatment
• Plumbing Repairs-Repipes-Backflow
• Faucets, Toilets, Pool Pumps and Pool Heaters
• Water Heater Repair-Replacement

Licensed & Insured
CAC058768 • CFC1425776

Who Was St. Patrick?
	   St. Patrick was a Christian 

missionary, bishop, and patron 
saint of Ireland. He was born in 
Roman Britain to a wealthy family 

near the end of the fourth century. 
At age 16, he was captured by Irish 

raiders and brought to Ireland, where he 
spent six years in captivity, working as a 
shepherd. He became a devout Christian 

and, it’s believed, began to dream of converting the Irish to 
Christianity. He then escaped back to England after God’s 
voice told him in a dream to leave Ireland.
Why Green Clothes?
	 Wearing green has become a staple of St. Patrick’s Day, 
but the holiday was initially associated with the color blue. 
It’s thought that the shift to green happened because of 
Ireland’s “Emerald Isle” nickname or because of the green 
in the Irish flag, the shamrock, and/or the clover. 
	 Green ribbons and shamrocks were worn as early as the 
17th century. During the Irish Rebellion of 1798, an uprising 
against British rule in Ireland, Irish soldiers, on March 17, 

Fun Facts About St. Patrick’s Day
wore full green uniforms to make a political statement. 
	 In Ireland, some people still adhere to the tradition of 
Catholics wearing green and Protestants wearing orange, the 
colors that represent their respective religious sects on the 
Irish flag. However, considering that legend claims wearing 
green makes a person invisible to leprechaun pinches, 
perhaps wearing green on the 17th is a wise idea. 
Where The Shamrock Came From
	 According to folklore, St. Patrick used the shamrock, 
the familiar three-leafed clover, to explain the Christian 
Holy Trinity. The word “shamrock” comes from the Irish 
word “seamróg,” meaning “little clover.” It is the symbol of 
Ireland and wearing and displaying shamrocks has become 
a widespread practice on St. Patrick’s Day.
Why So Much Beer?
	 Beer is one of the most widely consumed beverages on St. 
Patrick’s Day. While the Irish beer Guinness remains a top 
St. Patty’s Day choice, a disturbing trend is the consumption 
of green beer dyed with food coloring. Some studies have 
linked food coloring to cancer (at least in lab animals) and 
headaches. However, revelers would probably have to drink a 
lot more dye than the beers contain to cause health problems, 

according to nutrition expert Keri Glassman, founder and 
president of a nutrition practice based in New York City.
	 It’s no surprise that imbibing beer or other alcoholic 
beverages affects brain function. A new study reveals 
that ethanol in these drinks disrupts connections between 
the brain’s visual and motor areas, hindering muscle 
coordination. 
Parades And Celebration
	 St. Patrick’s Day celebrations would not be complete 
without parades, festivals, and Céilithe, a social gathering 
typically involving Gaelic folk music and dancing. Céilithe, 
also known as Céilidh, has its origins in Ireland and Scotland 
but has spread with Irish and Scottish migrations.
	 Many cities hold parades in honor of the holiday. For 
instance, the New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade is the 
largest in the world. It was first held in 1762, 14 years before 
the Declaration of Independence, by a group of homesick 
Irish ex-pats and soldiers who served with the British Army 
in the American colonies, according to the parade’s website.
	 The world’s shortest St. Patrick’s Day parade is held in 
the Irish village of Dripsey. It lasts only 100 yards, spanning 
the distance between the village’s two pubs.
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The Manatee
	 These gentle giants are often called “sea cows” and have 
become one of the state’s most iconic animals. 
	 Centuries ago, manatees were often mistaken for 
mermaids – presumably, by very drunk sailors – the half-
woman/half-fish creature of myth and legend. The confusion 
may seem absurd now, but back then, little was known of the 
sea beasts that lived in the ocean.
	 Manatees are usually found in very shallow waters and spend 
their days eating seagrass, which is why they have no teeth!

Featured Florida 
Wildlife Facts

	 They can weigh up to 1,500 pounds but will use 
echolocation to communicate with other manatees.
	 Prior to winter’s coldest months, manatees migrate to warm 
water habitats in Florida. These warm water sites include 
artesian springs and power plant discharge canals. Manatee 
Park, located at 10901 State Road 80, Palm Beach Blvd., Fort 
Myers, is another wintertime haven where large concentrations 
of Florida manatees can be seen. Several viewing areas, a 
butterfly garden, and picnic shelters are available. 
	 Manatees are protected by the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, and the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act of 1978. It is 
illegal to feed, harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, 
kill, annoy, or molest manatees. Sadly, habitat loss, cold 
stress, and starvation caused by pollution-fueled loss of 
seagrasses (a major food source) culminated in a large-scale, 
ongoing manatee die-off in 2021. 

	 Motor Vehicles: Always drive your vehicle 
on the right side of the road. There are no “turn 
lanes” within Burnt Store Marina. Never 
drive your vehicle in lanes indicated 
for the use of bicycles and pedestrians. 
Always stop at stop signs. Never exceed 
the posted speed limit.
	 Bicycles: Always ride your bicycle on the right side of 
the road, even if there is no “bike lane” available. Use hand 
signals to indicate intention to turn. Always stop at stop signs. 
Never exceed the posted speed limit.
	 Golf Carts: Always drive your golf cart on the right side 
of the road. Use hand signals to indicate intention to turn. 
Always stop at stop signs. Use lanes indicated for the use of 
bicycles and pedestrians only when neither is present.
	 Pedestrians: Always use lanes provided for bicycles and 
pedestrians. If there is no lane available, use the left side of 
the street, facing wheeled traffic. Use caution when crossing 
streets. Wear reflective clothing and carry a flashlight when 
walking or running after sunset.

Rules of the Road

Seeing Isn’t Always 
Believing When It Comes To 
Ad Prices For LASIK Eye 
Surgery
By Colleen Tressler, 
FTC, Division of 
Consumer and Business 
Education 
	 T h i n k i n g  a b o u t 
LASIK eye surgery? 
Here’s some advice. LASIK is corrective surgery to a 
very delicate part of the eye. Millions of people have 
had LASIK surgery to correct their vision, many with 
great success.
	 Advertising is one way LASIK providers attract 
customers. But like any other purchase, it’s important 
to do some research. Prices vary, and what may seem 
like a deal may only be available to select “qualified” 
patients.
	 Take the FTC’s case against LASIKPlus, a 
nationwide LASIK surgery chain. The FTC says that, 
in its ads, LASIKPlus promoted LASIK as available 
for “as low as” or “starting at” $250. The $250 price 
was per eye, although that was not always clearly 
disclosed. In truth, very few people qualified for the 
$250 price. Anyone with vision worse than 20/40 
– already good enough to drive without glasses – 
was ineligible, but only told that after undergoing 
a 90-minute to two-hour full-dilation eye exam and 
sales pitch. At that point, customers were told the 
true regular LASIKPlus price of $1,800 to $2,295 per 

Consumer Alerts
eye. The FTC complaint says that the company’s ads 
often did not reveal the prescriptions people needed 
to qualify, that few people were eligible, and the price 
most people would actually pay. Bottom line: The 
$250 price was, says the FTC, misleading and used 
to lure people in the door and then sell them LASIK 
at the much higher price.
	 If you’re thinking about LASIK, here’s some advice 
to help you save time and money:
	 • Get a recommendation. Ask your eye doctor for 
a recommendation.
	 • Ask questions about promotions and eligibility 
before you visit a LASIK center. Is the advertised 
offer limited to certain customers? Are there certain 
requirements? Are there other fees or payments? If so, 
what are they? If they won’t tell you before your visit, 
be wary.
	 • See what others are saying. Search online for the 
LASIK provider’s name plus words like “complaint” 
or “review.”
	 • Compare online reviews from a wide variety of 
sources. You can get a good idea about a company, 
product, or service from reading user reviews on 
various comparison sites. But also think about the 
source of the review. Where is this review coming 
from? Is it from an expert organization or individual 
customers?
	 If you think a company has used misleading 
practices to sell you a service or product, report it to 
the FTC at ReportFraud.ftc.gov.
	 Want to learn more about LASIK, visit The Basics 
of LASIK Eye Surgery at http://bit.ly/3l77oNd.

The Trading Post

(239) 789-3463

Now Serving 
Hand-Dipped 

Ice Cream

At Burnt Store Marina
Cooked to Order Breakfast

Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch 

& Dinner Daily 
Sunday-Wednesday 

7:30am-7:30pm
Thursday-Saturday 
7:30am-8:30pm 

Deli Sandwiches • Salads 
& Pizza 

Shop for all your grocery staples, 
beer and wine, adult and youth 

apparel and souvenir and 
gift solutions.

 

Association Management 
Services

Excellence is never an accident; it is the result of high intention, sincere effort, intelligent 
direction, skillful execution and the vision to see obstacles as opportunities.

“ ”

Now offering 
Home Watch Services

Please contact us so we can discuss your 
Community’s management needs

At Compass Rose Management, our Certified Managers hold the highest 
designations in the industry - CMCA, AMS and PCAM. 
 Dedicated to advocating on your behalf and committed to performance 

excellence, education  and training as an organization offering over 35 years of 
industry experience.
 Our team of qualified professionals is looking forward to working with your 
Community Boards and Homeowners!

Providing Management Services for Condominium, 
Community and Home Owners Associations

Tosh@crmfl.com • www.compassrosemanagement.com
CONTACT US TODAY      239-309-0622

Burnt Store Marina 
FarMerS Market

Located in Platinum Point Yacht Club
3601 cape cole blvd.

in Burnt Store Marina
For more information call 239-872-5271

LocaL Fresh FriendLy neighborhood Farmers market

Every Friday 
from 9 am - 1 pm

$1.00 OFF
Fresh Local Foods!

On a Purchase of $10.00  
at the Burnt Store 
Farmers Market.

One Coupon per Person.
Expires 3/31/23

Eat & Save 
The Green!$ $
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Allison James 
Estates & Homes

25000 Harborside Blvd. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 

(Corner of Burnt Store Rd & Harborside Blvd)

Burnt Store Marina Grande Isle Towers
3321 Sunset Key Circle Unit 105

$599,000
Terrace Level with Harbor & Channel Views

3/2 Under Building Parking & Storage, Amenities 
Galore! Lowest Price in Complex! 

Punta Gorda Isles 
1447 Mediterranean Dr Vacant Land 

$449,000
185 Feet of Canal front w/ Seawall

Quick Access to Charlotte Harbor & Gulf
Duplex Site, Call Sharadan For Builder Contact Info

Deep Creek Community
171 Ceyenne St. 

$445,000
NEW ROOF, Clean and updated Pool Home

3 Bed / 2 Bath / 2 Car Garage 
Can be sold Fully Furnished/ Turnkey 

Burnt Store Lakes
17258 Acapulco Road Unit 122

$339,000 
1592 Sq Ft, 1956 Sq Ft Total

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 1 Car Garage
Impressive Renovation + Pool & Spa Just One Low Monthly Fee $465

Burnt Store Lakes 
17161 Dill Court

New Price $889,000 
Exquisite award-winning design by W.A. Lawrence 
in this 3 Bed, 2 bath, 2 Car Garage Pool home 
overlooking Ibis Lake and The Bird Island Rookery. 
This lovely home is truly a masterpiece in classic 
Spanish Colonial Architecture. Enchanting outdoor 
spaces plus a grand interior offer over 3200 Sq.Ft. of 
combined living & outdoor areas. Extras including 
Front Courtyard and Back Veranda, Summer Kitchen, Heated Pool, South Western Exposure, 
Gas appliance, High Ceilings, French Doors and more. Home has been lovingly maintained and 
is like new condition. Lot is one of a kind with 156’ of waterfront with tons of privacy.  

24407 Treasure Island Blvd
$300,000

100 Ft of Waterfront with Concrete Seawall 
Purchase with Adjacent Home & Lot for 

 

24397 Treasure Island Blvd
$1,100,000 Includes BOTH LOTS!

4 Beds/2 Bath/3 Car Garage, Elevator, Large Lanai. 
Situated on 2 Lots with 200 Ft of Waterfront +Dock, 

Lift and Davits
24470 Treasure Island lot price $300,000

15230 Deer Pass Rd. Punta Gorda
12 Acre Estate is $839,000    OR    

18 Acre Estate is $999,000 
HUGE Ranch Style Home with 4bed/3Bath/2 Car 

Attached & 4 Car Detached Garage +
Open Pole Barn & Shed, New Roof January 2023

Sharadan Edmonds 
941-875-6525

Linda Dutcher 
941-268-1372

pending sale

Punta Gorda Isles
3232 & 3242 Purple Martin Dr

$790,000 
Double Lot for Multi-Family Development

180 Ft Concrete Seawall Ready For Boat Docks
Gulf Access, No Bridges and Quick Access to Open Water

Burnt Store Marina 
24550 Dolphin Cove Dr

$729,000
Spacious Pool Home
3 Beds, 2 Bath + Den

2100 Sq Ft., Total 3592 Sq Ft. Regatta Floor plan
Very well maintained & Nicely updated

12 - 18 Acre Estate Home for Sale

Featured Property

Lots And Land

24370 Gijon Lane - $59,500
24378 Gijon Lane - $59,500

4310 Point Dr. Port Charlotte - $185,000
15242 Maya Circle - $55,000
6136 Grove Blvd - $69,900

25056 Estrada Circle - $55,000
25138 Alicante Dr. - $55,000
25146 Alicante Dr. - $55,000

12438,12420,12426,12430 Fiesta Circle  - $99,500

Punta Gorda Isles 
2001 Bal Harbor Blvd Unit 2201 

$335,000
Condo in the Gated community The Preserve at Bal 

Harbor in PGI. This 2 bedroom / 2 Bath + Lanai 1351 sq 
ft condo is bright, clean, & move in ready. 

pending sale

Gulf Access Pirate Harbor Key West Style Home

new listing

new listing

Port Charlotte Manchester Waterway
4466 Bayview Dr

$185,000
80 Ft Seawall with Wood Dock & Boat Lift 
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  Please notify your guests that may be coming in to 
provide the following information to the gate:
  The name of the resident you are coming to see OR The 
address of the resident you are coming to see.

Attention Residents:

Sunrise over Osprey 5, by Kathy Knudsen

JAZZ ON THE
HARBOR

MARCH 30, 2023 - 5:30 PM
ISLES YACHT CLUB
$85 PER PERSON

Ticket sale and sponsorship 
information can be found by visiting
www.voicesforkids.org or by calling

(239) 533-1435

The Guardian ad Litem Foundation 
20th Judicial Circuit, Inc. Presents 

the Third Annual

Enjoy an evening of gourmet dining and
entertainment from the Top Shelf Trio 

featuring Bob Miner

Preventing Tool Theft
	 With the enormous 
volume of construction 
and repair being done 
following Hurricane Ian, 
the demand for tools has 
increased exponentially.
	 Both professionals and 
do-it-yourself residents should take a few moments to 
consider security methods being used to 
protect their valuable tools from theft. Tool 
theft is common from both motor vehicles 
and storage sheds.
	 Tools stored in vans, pickup trucks and 
other commercial vehicles are often seen 
as easy targets for thieves.
	 There are a number of options for 
pickups that include cross-bed boxes, 
decked bed boxes and custom molded 
boxes to fit between the truck’s rear wheel 
and tailgate. Two of the most important 
characteristics seem to be the quality of 
the locking mechanism and visibility to 
criminals.
	 Interior sliding deadbolts have grown 
in popularity and can be purchased in both 
manual and electric versions. They appear 
to be far more difficult to open than standard 
door lock cylinders.
	 Puck locks offer additional security, 
especially when dealing with lesser-skilled 
criminals. Multiple puck locks can be keyed 
alike so as to allow you to use a single key 
to open all locks.
	 Windows are vulnerable points and 
are often the way vans are broken into. 
Consider van window grills and dark tint 
to make the vehicle’s contents difficult to 
see from the outside.
	 Parking vehicles in well-lit areas often 
deter would-be criminals. Alarm systems 
and security cameras should be considered, 
as well.
	 Sheds and garages  are  equal ly 

From The Desk Of 
Sheriff Carmine Marceno

susceptible to theft. There are a number of affordable shed 
and garage alarm systems that are wireless and easy to install. 
Additionally, there are a number of excellent locks that are 
virtually tamper-proof and designed to protect almost any 
type of door or entranceway. 
	 The cost of the aforementioned security devices pale in 
comparison to the cost of tool replacement. While securing 
your tools and supplies takes a few extra moments of your 
time and may require a bit more effort, consider the cost and 
time required to replace stolen equipment. 

Computer Problems? We do it all through the Internet...
Fast...Easy...Secure!

If We Can’t Fix It - It’s FREE

LCD Screen Repair • Custom Notebooks • Multimedia Applications
Intel IPD dealer • Microsoft OEM System Builder

■ Virus / Spyware Removal
■  Wireless Setups
■  Networking / Internet Share
■  Computer Tune-ups / Cleaning

■  Custom Built PC’s  
 & Notebooks
■  Data Recovery
■  Troubleshooting

■ All Certified 
 Technicians
■ Low Rates & 
 Fast Service

or call  1-571-642-2801Natcoit.com

437-9117
Classic Furniture & Consignment

V

NOW OPEN

intage Peddler

Horizon Plaza
One mile south of Gladiolus

16050 S. Tamiami Trail, #106 • Ft. Myers, FL 33908
Just North of The Forest

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 11-4 • Sat. 10-4

New selection of 

Antiques, Waterford, Swarovski 
Crystal Lamps, Pictures 
Sid Dickens Authorized Dealer

cc

Burnt Store 
Marina 2023 

Wisconsin Party

Wednesday, March 15, 
4 to 7 p.m.

Tiki Hut at the Marina
Sheepshead Tournament, 2 to 4 p.m. if enough interest

Provided: location, settings
 (plates, knives, forks, napkins), brats and buns

Bring an ample dish to pass 
(appetizer, side dish or dessert)

plus your beverage of choice, plastic glasses 
and $5 per person

R.S.V.P. to Rick Uihlein at rickuihlein@gmail.com 
or phone 414-425-2202. Please pass the word to other 

“cheeseheads,” and invite them to come. The facility has 
limited space, so please reserve your spot by February 28. 



Burnt Store Marina, Page 23

Ron Graves
Broker/Owner

239-848-6856
rgraves1@comcast.net

Members of Safe Harbor Marinas - Original Members of Golf & Activity Club - Original Supporter of Community Picnic
Original Supporter of Veterans Weekend Activities: “Wish for Our Heroes Foundation”

Original Partner with Cape Coral Fire Department: “Gifts From Santa” for Needy Children
Sponsor of Burnt Store Marina’s Home For The Holidays!

Betty Graves
Administrative Assistant

941-621-4924
bettybsmrealtygroup@gmail.com

Julie Solem
Realtor, SRS SFR
763-370-3903

Julie@juliesolem.com

Bonded
Notary Public

(A courtesy to all Burnt Store Marina residents)

We Are Open Seven (7) Days A Week

www.BurntStoreMarinaRealtyGroup.com
OFFICE PHONE NUMBER: 941-621-4924

The excluSive on-SiTe Real eSTaTe 
coMpany with broker/owner residents - 

We have the location.
3190-c Matecumbe Key Rd  punta Gorda, Fl 33955

Located on the deck between the 
Harbormaster & Cass Cay Restaurant - 

Where Buyers Shop & Dine

WeBSiTe: www.BurntStoreMarinaRealtyGroup.com

See The Lifestyle...Let Us Help You Live It!

We Have The number 1 Real estate Website in Burnt Store Marina
Designed Exclusively for BSM Buyers & Sellers

or Just Google – Burnt Store Marina
(We are on Google’s First page)

pending

432 Gasper Key Lane
$349,900

Listing Agent: Ron Graves   Selling Agent: Ron Graves

SOLd

3997 Cape Cole Blvd.
 $480,000

Listing Agent:     Julie Solem

7353 N Seagrape Rd
  $59,000

Listing Agent:     Julie Solem

How Lucky We Are To Live Here!

new LiSting

new LiSting
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Joyce Dersa  
941-268-6060

Sandi Stricklin 
239-851-6244

The Most Recognized 
Brand In Real Estate

Lori Gustafson
507-323-4348

Superior Service! 
Extraordinary Results!

Chris Morrill
321-609-1470

We Are Here To Service The 
Burnt Store Corridor!

Notary On Staff Cathy Schultz
774-766-0248

Rick Stewart
239-292-3108

3329 Sunset Key Cir #401
$979,000

Enjoy endless Sunsets from your beauitful 5th 
level end unit in Grande Isle Towers III

3925 Cape Cole Blvd
$445,000

2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, pool and spa with 
Newer Roof

3091 King Tarpon Dr
$399,000

Home oasis with space & privacy, lovely 2 BR, 
2 BA plus Den on cul-de-sac

3191 Matecumbe Key Rd #207
$390,000

Beautiful water views awaits you in this Turnkey 
Vista Del Sol Cozy 2 BR/2BA Condo

NEW LISTING!

3270 Southshore Dr #72C
$549,000

This condo has one of the best views available in 
Southshore overlooking the Harbor

NEW LISTING!

17845 Courtside Landings Cir 
$450,000

2-year Membership for the Health Club Pool 
awaits you with this Lovely 3BR/2BA Home

3481 Sunset Key Cir #101
$540,000

Turnkey Furnished 3 Bedroom, 2 bathroom with 
2 car garage and Marina front views

NEW LISTING!

prIcE DEcrEASE

SoLD

SoLD

3160 Matecumbe Key #222
$277,000

2nd floor Keel Club condo Turnkey with Marina 
view

17851 Courtside Landings Cir
$539,000

Amazing water views in this lakefront home in 
Burnt Store Marina, 3 BR, 2 BA, pool

3321 Sunset Key Cir #408
$725,000

Stunning condo inside with a stunning view of 
Charlotte Harbor and gorgeous styling infused

4115 Cape Cole Blvd
$689,000

Only a few homes like this in the Marina with 
custom upgrades & features

4327 NW 35th St
$650,000

Gulf-access home - without bridges - on large 
lake, 3 BR, 2 1/2 BA + Den with pool

17512 Malarky Ln
$630,000

A Million Dollar View without the price tag, Burnt 
Store Lakes Pool home at the end of a cul-de-sac

4095 Cape Cole Blvd
$629,000

Lovely updated 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath home with 
sun-lit pool and brand new roof

3170 Matecumbe Key Rd #134
$499,000

One of a Kind - 2 BR. 2 BA. 2 Balconies, Keel 
Club Condo with Spectacular views of the Marina

2060 Matecumbe Key Rd #2203
$499,000

Beautiful Marina views with this completely 
updated Condo

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

SoLD

uNDEr coNTrAcT

NEW LISTING!

pENDING

SoLD
pENDING

We’re Ready When You Are!

941-347-7833
3160 Matecumbe Key Rd. • Punta Gorda, FL 33955
In the heart of the Marina. Where the community meets!


