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President’s Comments
By Craig Holcomb, Sec. 22 HOA
Like most areas in Florida, our community has experienced a big turnover in home sales and
purchases. Those who have been here for some time decided to take advantage of the higher sale
prices and move on. Those coming to the area have been willing to pay higher prices in order to
gain access to the residential market in Florida, and have gratefully picked our community. So we
have been, and are, experiencing a major turnover of population within our community.
So, I thought we might give some history to those that are new to our community over the
past three or so years. First, our community is a deed restricted community, meaning that in order
to own a home here there are restrictions, rules and regulations that are attached to the right of
ownership.
We are a unique development in Southwest Florida in that not only do we have a marina that
is one of a kind on the southwest coast, but we also have a 27-hole golf course. These two major
amenities are crucial to our community retaining its value as we begin to have more competition
up and down Burnt Store Road.
Here is a quick review of the past five years. In 2015, because the owner/developer fell into
bad times, a new owner/developer bought the defaulted notes to the bank. They became the owner
of the marina, the golf course, the fitness center, roads and waterways. In 2016, that owner was
going to sell all the parcels, except the marina, to whomever they could, but first offered to sell
them to PGI Section 22 HOA. They also began the sale of the marina to Safe Harbor.
In 2016 and 2017, our community, by 88% voting yes, overwhelmingly decided to buy the
parcels by voting in three different elections to change our documents and gave approval to the
HOA to buy everything but the marina. The community decided it was better to own, operate, and
make sure that these amenities would remain open, successful, and a value to our community for
the activities they offer, and the value that they add to our properties and daily living, rather than
living under the umbrella of an outside owner.
In 2017 we took ownership and began the process to update all our purchased assets to bring
them back to a functional standard after 30 to 35 years of neglect by previous owners. This was
no different than our present homeowners putting on new roofs, resurfacing driveways, replacing
irrigation systems and updating the inside of their new homes.
We continue to put time, effort, funds and planning into the infrastructure components of the
assets we purchased, to bring them back to respectability and use for our community. The pandemic
in 2020 and most of 2021 put us behind in some of our planning and projects. For 2022, we are
seeing a comeback of our amenities, and resuming the projects that are needed to finally get our
assets and amenities to a respectful standard of operations and use.
For our community to be healthy, we will need to properly fund the current daily operations.
This will enable us to maintain and upgrade the current assets so they are in good working order

Picture by Pam Garafolo, NJ friend of Daryl Ann Lemon – “Happy Valentine’s Day to all...”

and aesthetically pleasing, and have reserve funds for the future, known and unknown, needs of
the community.
As we go into 2022 our community is getting stronger each year. We are fortunate to have so
much more to offer than other newer developments in our area. We are a complete package, and
we strive each year to maintain and improve upon what we have for those of us here now, and for
those that come in the future.
Finally, and most importantly, we do have the friendliest and most giving residents that you
can find throughout Florida. Many new residents and outsiders have commented on the strength
of our residents and volunteers who bring so much knowledge and ability for any and all causes
that need to be dealt with on a daily basis. Burnt Store Marina is just a great place to live!

Section 22 HOA Committee Reports
Architectural Review Committee
By Barry Groesch, Chair
House need painting? All changes to the exterior of homes in BSM must have ARC
approval. This applies to independent homes as well as homes in a condo association. If you
do not get ARC approval, and your changes do not meet Section 22 HOA Restrictions, you
may be asked to change or remove them. You can get this approval if your changes meet
Section 22 HOA Restrictions by filling out and submitting an application to ARC.
The following applications were approved last month by the Section 22 HOA ARC:
• James H. Boyce, 3925 Cape Cole Blvd., installing gutters.
• Eugene Voogd, 4030 Cobia Estates Dr., hurricane shutter installation.
• David & Catherine Randall, 4111 Cape Cole Blvd., roof & house paint.
• Karen Bailey, 2050 Matecumbe Key Rd., hurricane shutter installation.
• Eugene & Karen Voss, 1613 Islamorada Blvd., replace existing lanai.
• Howard & Joy Freeman, 113 Big Pine Ln., roof replacement.
• Judith Anderson, 24620 Dolphin Cove Dr., roof replacement.
• Richard Hallowell, 23983 Vincent Ave., trash enclosure extension.
• Charles Grayson, 5011 King Tarpon Dr., exterior paint.
• Derrick Westhaver, 2060 Matecumbe Key Rd. #2304, hurricane shutter installation.
• David & Catherine Randall, 4111 Cape Cole Blvd., window replacement.
• E. Duncan & Kay-Susan Geikie, 2049 Matecumbe Key Rd., window replacement.
• Helen R. Kendall, 24081 Redfish Cove Dr., hurricane shutter installation.
• Tom & Judy Schmitz, 1060 Matecumbe Key Rd., roof replacement.
• Mark & Jeri Vosseller, 4079 Cape Cole Blvd., windows & sliding door replacement.
• Safe Harbor Marina, 3192 Matecumbe Key Rd., install paver pads.
• Grande Isle I & II, marina walk, extending height of landscaping wall.

• Dale & Lisa Cardin, 1605 Islamorada Blvd., roof replacement.
• Todd Beaty, 5091 Key Largo Cir., roof replacement.
• Brad Baker, 4038 Big Pass Ln., widen driveway.
• Jim & Judy Schinneller, 24141 Redfish Cove Dr., replace doors & windows.
• William B. Burns, 4041 Cape Cole Blvd., extend & replace lanai.
Section 22 restrictions and applications are available for download at BSM22.org. Submit
your ARC applications to your condo association, if applicable, then to Alliant Property
Management, 13831 Vector Ave., Fort Myers, FL 33919.

Community Access Committee
By Pat O’Neill, Chair
Community Pet Walking Tips at Night
1. Be Visible
It is important for you and your dog to be visible during walks in the dark, to make sure that
drivers can easily see where you both are at all times. There are a number of things you can do
to make yourselves easily visible. For example, reflective jackets or vests for you and your dog
Section 22 HOA Committee Reports on page 4

Reminder:
Next Section 22 HOA Board Meeting
– Tuesday, February 22, 9 a.m.,
Linkside Café Patio
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Directory: Section 22 Homeowners Association
c/o Alliant Association Management, LLC • 13831 Vector Ave., Ft. Myers, FL 33907 • 239-454-1101, info@alliantproperty.com
Board of Directors
President
Craig Holcomb......................941-505-0204
craigholc@gmail.com
Vice President
Terry Kelly............................941-276-2617
Turtlemen2003@yahoo.com
Secretary/Treasurer
Jim Welch..............................941-575-2545
welchemail@yahoo.com
Directors
Dorothy Farnham..................941-916-3572
dafarnham@me.com
Jon Ackerson........................ 502-777-9833
Jon@ackersonpsc.com
Mike McFeeley.....................443-858-8354
mmcfeeley13@gmail.com
Mark Mitchell.......................513-314-7322
silverten372@yahoo.com
Property Management
Alliant Property Management
John Strohm.......................... 239-454-1101
PGI22CAM@alliantproperty.com
Front Gate............................941-639-8226
24 hours a day
burntstoregate@msn.com
Standing Committees
Finance Committee:
Jim Welch, Board Liaison
Infrastructure Committee:
Mike Lemon, Chair
MLemonswfla@comcast.net
Craig Holcomb, Board Liaison
Community Access Committee (CAC):
Patricia O’Neill, Chair
Jackpaton@comcast.net
Dianne Ardolino, Vice Chair
Alan Faber
Marv Bergman
John Hammond
John Weber
Andrew Scott
Dorothy Farnham, Board Liaison
Landscape Committee:
Michael Lemon, Chair
MLemonswfla@comcast.net
Daryl Ann Lemon
Maggie Hart
Terry Kelly, Board Liaison

The Beacon Newspaper
Editorial Team
Linda Weiss, Chair................941-639-6409
Lindaweiss91@comcast.net
Heidi Chorneyko...................941-505-7776
heidic904@gmail.com
Maggie Hart..........................941-769-3039
downhart@me.com
Jennifer LeClair....................229-349-0180
muckalee250@gmail.com
Daryl Lemon.........................941-575-7864
darlemon@comcast.net

Architectural Review Committee:
Barry Groesch, Chair
blgroesch@gmail.com
John Farnham
Jim Schinneller
Daryl Ann Lemon
Mitch Wegrzyn
Mark Mitchell, Board Liaison
Community Irrigation Committee:
Rocky Mansfield, Chair
rocky@mansfieldassoc.com
Joe Baker
Mike Lemon
Gayle Shaffer
Jon Ackerson, Board Liaison

Masthead Photographer
Daryl Ann Lemon.................941-575-7864
darlemon@comcast.net

Fitness, Racquet & Pool Club Committee:
Bob Honcharski, Chair
bobhoncho@gmail.com
Jon Ralph
Judy Ewing
Barbara Berman
Kathleen Harrigan
Craig Holcomb, Board Liaison

The Beacon Newspaper Distribution
Janie Thornton......................317-714-6251
Newspaper Distribution List by
Association

Admiral’s Point
Sharon Monge.............................. 505-1264
Joyce Schwanger.......................... 505-5081
Admiral’s Point 2/Sailfish Pass
Home for the Holidays Committee:
Patty Pluss
Kay Ackerson, Chair
Admiralty Village
kay@ackersonpsc.com
Marge Currao............................... 204-3399
Jon Ackerson, Board Liaison
Big Bend Cir & Big Pine
BSM Country Club:
Joe Drips...................................... 637-7533
General Manager
Capstan Club
John Abbott
Margaret Stidham..................937-470-5240      
JAbbott@bsgac.org
Cobia Cay Estates
Administrative Office............941-639-4151 Pam Zalac..................................... 639-5889
Peggy Miller
Cobia Cay Villas
pmiller@bsgac.org
Bob Ahrens.................................. 505-6981
Finance: Jim Welch, Mark Mitchell
Commodore Club
Grounds & Buildings: Terry Kelly
Ann Shelly................................... 661-1573
Restaurants/Activities: Mike McFeeley
Courtside Landings
Mike McFeeley, Board Liaison
Bonnie Lavorgna...................410-251-7243    
Courtyard Landings I
Communications Committee:
Nancy Kesner........................845-224-7402
Maggie Hart, Chair
Courtyard Landings II
downhart@me.com
Judy Ewing.................................. 639-2766
Dorothy Farnham, Board Liaison
Courtyard Landings III
Resident Directory
Mary Welch.................................. 575-2545
Daryl Ann Lemon
Diamond Park
Peg Love
Mort and Rhea Fleishman............ 505-1391
Web Page
Dolphin Cove
Joan Ross, Webmaster (bsm22.org)
Steve Honickman......................... 575-9931
Egret Pointe
Judy Gannaway.....................513-515-0285

Attention
Residents:
We have notified you in the past that when
you have a medical emergency, you need to call
911 and identify that you live in Lee County.
It is important that the RESIDENT call in the
emergency since the front gate cannot answer
the questions asked by the 911 dispatcher. In
order for the medic not to be delayed in getting
to the scene of the emergency the resident must
be the one to call 911.
Thank you.
Seabreeze Communications Group does not endorse any advertising as
it relates to the communities. Inserted advertising is not screened by
Seabreeze Communications Group.

Production Director J. Reid
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All rights reserved. Reproduction or utilization of these contents in any form by any electronic,
mechanical, or other means, including xerography and photocopying is forbidden without the written
permission of the Publisher.
The Publisher is not responsible or liable for misinformation or misprints herein contained and
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Emerald Isles
Joe Bigus...................................... 575-4648
Esplanade
Peg Love...................................... 740-0228
Joyce Punt.................................... 505-0685
Golf Fox
Ruth Moorehouse......................... 661-7166
Grande Isles I & 2
Kay Ackerson........................502-777-9834
Grande Isles 3 & 4
Eleanore Hayek............................ 655-8494
Halyard Club
Carroll Haueter......................502-645-3144        
Harbor Towers I and II
Carla Matviak........................908-817-4147
Hibiscus Cove
Nancy Zimbicki........................... 505-2016
Stu Gassner (as needed)............... 505-7950          
Keel Club
Nancy Bryan.........................502-541-2033
King Tarpon
Beth Kohl..................................... 662-0321
Linkside/Romano & Marianne Key
John Jett................................804-724-4869
Little Pine Circle
Jill Burnside................................. 231-0954
Marina Towers
Steve Maynard......................765-674-3339
Mariner’s Pass
Fred & Maggie Hart..................... 769-3039
Marlin Run
Bob Saladke..........................586-879-5084
Jan Stuart...............................518-534-2720
Marlin Run II
Ginny Goudy................................ 505-1937
Marlin Run III
Donna Wileczka........................... 505-2749
Sue Geikie.............................207-781-4331
North Shore
Ginny Hammerl....................847-542-1077
Pelican Way
Margaret Fowler........................... 637-5762
Redfish Cove
Marianne Baker............................ 505-8959
The Resorts
Jen Tait..................................914-755-9344
Rudder Club
Carol Larsen................................. 637-6673
Sailfish Pass
Patty Pluss.................................... 916-9349
Soundings
John & Eulalia Ralph............585-781-0781      

South Shore
Vince Anderson.....................612-716-6738
Spinnaker Club
Delores Bell..........................603-566-3198
Sunset Key I and II
Gayle Shaffer............................... 639-2138
Nancy Godina.............................. 575-9516
Tarpon Pass
Volunteer needed
Dee Butrum.................................. 575-6477
Topaz Cove
Susan Keiffer............................... 637-8702
Vista Del Sol
Judy Jolicoeur.............................. 575-6319
Yellowfin Bay
Missy Coykendall.................941-505-0917
Yellowfin Cove
Pat O’Neill................................... 639-6552
Independent Homeowners Cape Cole
Teresa Tembreull...................612-865-8299

Disclaimers
Businesses and services mentioned in
articles herein, and advertisers appearing in this
newspaper, are not to be considered as endorsed
or recommended by this newspaper or the PGI
Section 22 Homeowners Association.
The opinions expressed in any articles
appearing herein are those of the writers and not
necessarily those of the newspaper or the PGI
Section 22 Homeowners Association. The Beacon
will not knowingly publish false or misleading
information.
The Beacon deadline for copy to be submitted
is the 1st of each month. Refer to the Directory
on this page for a list of editors. Submission does
not guarantee inclusion. Submission of copy
undergoes review and editing by the editorial team.

Useful Information
Gate Keeper....................... 941-639-0334
Main Gate email
securityBSM@gmail.com
Websites www.bsm22.org
Section 22 HOA
BSM Fitness, Racquet & Pool Club
www.bsgac.org
Burnt Store Golf & Activity Club
www.burntstoremarina.com
Burnt Store Marina
info@alliantproperty.com
Alliant Association Management
(Section 22 HOA)
www.burntstoreanglers.com
Burnt Store Anglers
www.ppycbsm.org
Platinum Point Yacht Club
Club Administrator – Dorothy Saviste
Email – office@ppycbsm.org

We have the list of ALL of the
sales in 2021 in the Marina.
We can Email you your copy!
WE OFFER 1st CLASS SERVICE, 3D TOUR,
OPEN HOUSES AND WE ACCOMPANY ALL
SHOWINGS, INSPECTIONS AND APPRAISALS.
IF YOU ARE LOOKING TO SELL YOUR
PROPERTY THERE IS NO BETTER TIME
THEN NOW. PLEASE CONTACT US TO SEE
WHAT YOUR RESIDENCE IS WORTH.
WE ARE CURRENTLY IN THE PROCESS OF
LISTING TWO 3Br, 2Ba, 2600 Sq Ft PROPERTIES.
CONTACT US FOR THE 3D TOURS ON THESE
LARGE WATERFRONT PROPERTIES.
The Koughan Team
We make Selling & Buying EASY

RE/MAX Anchor Realty
Call Diane 941-661-8580
Over 40 years of experience in BSM & the Lakes
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2022 is going to be a Record Year
to Capitalize on your Real Estate
Investment –
To help Ensure my Sellers
Maximize their Real Estate
Investment –
I Lowered my Commission to 4%
Same Service • Same Marketing
• Same Guarantee of Satisfaction
Call me Today for a True Comprehensive
Valuation of your Property

419-290-0810
Experience Real Estate On New Terms - YOURS
• Learn to maximize your ROI on your property
• Customized plan for your home

Call Dr. Mike at 419-290-0810
Find out what your home is worth in today’s sellers’ market!

• A Proven Seller - Over 39 properties SOLD
Dr. “Mike” Schwanger
exclusively in Burnt Store Marina since January 1, 2021
• Let’s maximize your investment with a top proven Realtor for over 10 years
• I have buyers in all price ranges. WANT IT SOLD? Call me For Top Dollar

I live where I sell and sell where I live!
Want to see it now? “I will show any property in the Marina within 24 hours or less”
Want to know what your property is worth? Call me at 419-290-0810 for a complimentary market analysis
Check my references on Zillow:
https:///www.zillow.com/
profile/exbackdoc/#reviews
Peace River Partners
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Mark Your Calendar – Out And About
Inside the Gates Dates
• Tuesday, February 1: Deadline for the March Beacon. Article and picture submissions are welcomed. Become part of the Beacon family.
• Tuesday, February 22: Section 22 HOA Board Meeting, Linkside patio, 9 a.m.
• Every Tuesday: Bar code installation, front gate, 1 to 3 p.m.
• Every Thursday: Bar code installation, front gate, 9 to 11 a.m.
• Every Friday: Burnt Store Marina Farmers Market, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Cass Cay Parking Lot.

Outside the Gates Dates
• Friday, February 4: Fort Myers River District Art Walk, 1 to 5 p.m. Visit many galleries, exhibitions and performances.
• Wednesday, February 5: Yoga in the Peace River Botanical Gardens. Open to all levels of yoga. Bring your yoga mat or a beach towel and any equipment you need. 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. $20 donation includes entry into the Gardens. 5827 Riverside Dr. Punta Gorda.
• Friday, February 11: Dance with Me – Charlotte County Concert Band. Hear your favorite dance music. 7:30 to 9 p.m. 701 Carmelita St., Punta Gorda. $15. Go to cccb.board@
gmail.com for information.
• Saturday, February 12: City Wide Garage Sale. 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 1133 Bal Harbor Blvd, Punta Gorda.
• Friday, February 18: Fort Myers River District Music Walk, 5 to 9 p.m. Local and regional musicians line the street with music from jazz to blues to rock and roll.
• Every Tuesday and Friday: Dance Fusion Class. 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association, 2001 Shreve St. Call Cara Peralta for information, 941-276-1887.
$10 per class.
• Every Tuesday: Walking Tours of Punta Gorda Murals. 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. Stop at 12 to15 historic murals and learn the history behind each one. Meets at Punta Gorda Chamber of
Commerce, 252 Marion St. Register early as only 12 participants on each tour. Call 941-639-3720 for reservations. $25.
• Every Tuesday: Cape Coral Surfside Sunset Market, from 1 to 6 p.m., Veterans Parkway and Surfside Boulevard, opposite end of Belks Dept. Store.
• Every Wednesday: Long Lunch Sightseeing & Culinary Walking Tour. Explore culinary treasures of Punta Gorda and visit historic sites. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. $39 per person. Go to
https://swfloridawalkingtours.com/tours-2/long-lunch-tour.
• Every Saturday: Haunts & History of Punta Gorda Walking Tour. 1-1/2 mile tour of historic and haunted sites of downtown. 6 to 7:30 p.m. Adults $29, youth $19. Go to https://
swfloridawalkingtours.com/tours-2/haunts-and-history-tour.
• Every Thursday: Fort Myers River District Farmers Market, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Every Saturday: Punta Gorda Farmers Market, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., downtown. Lots of vendors with fresh fruits and vegetables, live music, crafts and other great buys. Visit
nearby murals and enjoy some of the great downtown restaurants.
• Every Saturday: Cape Coral Farmers Market, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., SE 14th Ter. and SE 10th Pl., Cape Coral.
• Every Sunday: Punta Gorda Historical Society’s Farmers Market, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at History Park, 501 Shreve Street. Shop for veggies, meats, plants and gifts. Most Sundays
you will be treated to live music by Dave Heveron. When the market closes at 1 p.m., take a guided tour of the gardens at the park. Walk the grounds with Florida native gardener,
Starr Zachritz, and learn about Florida’s flora. A $5 suggested donation gets you a plant to take home. Call 941-380-6814.

Section 22 HOA Committee Reports from page 1
are available, and can be very handy especially with the colder
weather. You can find quilted and weather resistant ones for both
dogs and humans. Also, blinking light collars, attachable collar
lights and light up leashes can be as strong as a flashlight and
make others aware of where your dog is.
You can find collars and leashes with reflective material on
them which can be effective as well. You can even buy a roll of
reflective tape to put on your dog’s collar/leash and your own
jacket if you are looking for something you can add to already
existing items. If you don’t have any of these things, wearing
light or bright colors is always very important when in the dark.
Another helpful accessory is a light-up pooper-scooper

An ARC did you
know, moment…
By Barry Groesch,
Architectural Review Committee Chair
Did you know…If you want to
install a garage screen door, an ARC
application is required. Go to BSM22.org
to get your application.

Burnt Store
Marina 2022
Wisconsin Party
Sunday, March 20, 3:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Tiki Hut at the Marina
Provided: location, settings
(plates, knives, forks, napkins), brats and buns
Bring an ample dish to pass (appetizer, side dish or
dessert) plus your beverage of choice, plastic glasses
and $5 per person
R.S.V.P. to Rick Uihlein at rickuihlein@gmail.com
or phone 414-915-4005. Please pass the word to other
“cheeseheads,” and invite them to come. The facility has
limited space, so please reserve your spot by February 27.

or combination flashlight/waste bag holder. Even though
it is dark out, it is still important to pick up after your pet
if you are in a public area.
2. Choose a Well-Lit Path
When walking your pet at night you want to make sure
you are walking somewhere that you can be seen from
all angles. Choose a path that is likely to have activity.
This can also help to avoid environmental hazards such
as allergens or aggressive animals.
3. Illuminate Your Path
The best way to do this is to bring a flashlight so you
can see where you and your dog are stepping. This can
also help you when picking up after your pet. This frees
up your hands to better handle your pet, and any other
situations that may arise during your walk.
4. Use Caution
You should always be aware of what is going on around you
during a walk at any time of day. Since visibility is decreased

at night, you should be even more aware of any sounds or
movements going on around you. Make sure you bring a charged
cell phone in case anything does happen, so you can easily get
in contact with help. Your pet should also always have ID tags,
even during the daytime, in the event that you lose sight of him/
her. Try to free up your hands as much as possible; utilize pockets
so you can focus on your dog.
If walking in the road, make sure to walk against
traffic, and use sidewalks whenever possible. When a
car is coming your way, be sure to give them the right of
way. Unless they clearly give you the signal to go, wait
for the car to pass before crossing the road.
If this is your first walk in the dark with your pet, and you’re
a little nervous, bring a human friend along! Your dog will feel
more comfortable when you’re comfortable, so make sure you
are relaxed on your walk. Don’t let the dark stop you and your
dog from maintaining an active lifestyle. Grab that light-up leash
and warm reflective jacket and get out there!

Enjoying Your Walk
By Jan McLaughlin, Former Beacon Editor
One morning a fellow walker stopped me and asked what
the distance was around Prosperity Point, and how far was
it from there to the front entry gate. With lots of residents
returning and enjoying our pedestrian paths, I offer the
following. All distances were measured with a GPS while
riding in a golf cart.
• Islamorada Entrance Gate to Cape Cole Blvd. – 0.82 mile
• Cape Cole Blvd., golf clubhouse gate arm to Islamorada
Blvd. – 0.60 mile
• Cape Cole Blvd., golf club gate arm to Matecumbe Key
entry – 0.72 mile
• Matecumbe Key Blvd., construction entrance to Cape
Cole Blvd., 0.72 mile

• Matecumbe Key Blvd., Cape Cole Blvd., to South Shore
– 0.55 mile
• Courtside Landings’ Loop, start/stop at entrance – 0.48
mile
• Prosperity Point sidewalk loop, start/stop at Matcumbe
Key Blvd, 1.26 mile
• Admiral’s Point loop (includes Key Largo Lane Circle,
Sable Key Circle and Key Largo Circle) start/stop at Marathon
& Cape Cole Blvd., 1.06 mile
• Tarpon Pass loop, start/stop at Islamorada Blvd., 0.76 mile
Wonderful resources for walkers abound on the Internet.
These sites offer a wide selection of audio music apps
for beginners to advanced walkers, exercise videos, gear
(including shoes), accessories and resource information.

 CALL US NOW TO SELL OR RENT YOUR HOME!!! 
 KAREN AND
Full Service 
REALTORS® 
 BILL FUCHS
• LIST your HOME
 239-209-HOME

• SELL you a HOME
 “Burnt Store Marina Residents

& Realtors Since 2005!”
• RENT your HOME


(seasonal & annual)


• HOME WATCH your HOME


(Handi-Man Services)
 www.burntstorecouple.com • burntstoreflorida@embarqmail.com 
®
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Bocce - That’s The Way We Roll!
By Kathy Darrell,
Tarpon Pass
BURNT STORE MARINA
COUNTRY CLUB – BOCCE
– Our goal is to introduce the
joy and competition of bocce
to more people.
The excitement continues with new
trex benches, sun umbrellas and a colorful new bocce court
sign. Barbie and Jerry Newman are in first place, with most
wins for most games played.
When you stop by the bocce court during game time,
you will notice as many subtle variations of throwing the
ball as there are people present. Some crouch to release the
bocce smoothly; some throw with an underarm motion to
get a spin; others bank the ball off the wooden bumpers in an
effort to get close to the pallino. When I first started playing,

it was suggested to bowl straight – I was told that most good
players are straight bowlers. To my dismay, I found throwing
a straight ball much harder than I expected.
Strategy in playing bocce can be complex, however, most
of our players rely on luck. Sure, some of the members show
real finesse, but for newcomers and fun-loving players, good
luck gives us hope of winning.
Join us on Tuesday afternoons at 3 p.m. No training
or special equipment is needed. Bring yourself, bring a
neighbor, a lawn chair and eagerness to play. Great friends,
good conversation and lots of smiles.
If you wish to practice before joining our lively group,
check out a bocce set from the cart barn and have a go.
For more information, or to be put on our email list, call
Tom & Kathy Darrell at 330-806-9182.
Stai al sicuro e Dio benedica
(Stay Safe and God Bless)

Revised Third Edition
of the Burnt Store Road Book
An updated Third Edition
print run of this previously
sold-out book by regular
Beacon contributor Graham
Segger, is now available at
the Trading Post, PPYC and
Punta Gorda book stores.
A revised, full color
eBook is also available at
www.wheredowelive.com
or free with the purchase
of the printed book. All net

proceeds from the sale of this book go to the Burnt Store
- PPYC Charitable Boating Foundation (see separate
article on the Foundation). A print copy can also be
acquired direct by emailing burntstorefoundation@
gmail.com or wheredowelive.bsm@gmail.com.
Learn about the history and geography of where
we all live, including the origins of the Burnt Store,
the development of the communities along Burnt
Store Road, the conservation lands and waters which
surround us, and so much more.

Advertise in This Newspaper! Call 239.278.4222

Burnt Store Marina
Home for the Holidays
Home Decorating Winners 2021
1st Place - $100 Cass Cay Gift Card
                    & BSMCC Golf Foursome
Bob Paul & Millie Hierro
1502 Islamorada Blvd.
2nd Place - $75 Cass Cay Gift Card
Stephany Hunt & Dan Farley 2081 King Tarpon Drive
3rd Place – 14” Trading Post Pizza
Patrick & Ann McColgan
4051 Key Largo Lane
Honorable Mention - $25 Cass Cay Gift Card
Valerio’s
4941 Linkside Drive
Honcharski’s
24135 Red Fish Cove Drive
Bingler’s
4031 Key Largo Lane
Schlupp’s
2045 Big Pass Lane
Tramontana’s
1548 Islamorada Blvd.
Olsen’s
17899 Courtside Landing Circle
Mitchell’s
2049 Big Pass Lane
Dragojevic’s
505 Islamorada Blvd.
Fueston’s
814 Islamorada Blvd.
Anderson’s
3913 Cape Cole Blvd.
Miller’s
1070 Romano Key Circle
Tuterice’s
1305 Islamorada Blvd.
Burns’
3929 Cape Cole Blvd.
Vlcek’s
4841 Linkside Drive
Darrell’s
5051 Sable Key Circle

SANDI STRICKLIN
Your Real Estate Resource. Right Here. Right Now.
Come Visit Us Behind Keel Club!

10 Consecutive Centurion Sales Awards from 2012—2021
5 Consecutive Quality Service Awards 2012—2016
Century21 Centurion Honor Society Award 2016
Presidents Award 2013, 2016
Zillow Premier Agent

3160 Matecumbe Key Rd

Ready to Buy?
Ready to Sell?
I’m Ready For Your Call!

239-851-6244

Happy Valentine’s Day!

NEW LISTING!

UNDER CONTRACT

Burnt Store Marina 2021 Market Highlights
Single Family Homes
Average Sales Price

1000 Matecumbe Key Rd
$1,350,000
Soundings Lake!
Immaculate 3 bed/2 bath
Den + Bonus Rm, 3 car gar

4741 Castalia Ct, Fort Myers
$639,000
4 bed+Den / 2.5 bath / 2 CG
1 Acre in Charming
Horse Creek Community

SOLD!

17801 Hibiscus Cove
$435,000
Immaculate 3/2/2
Enthralling Pond and Golf
Course View! Pool Allocated

Median Sales Price (midpoint of all sales)
Total Volume all sales
Total Units Sold
Average $/SF
Sale Price to List Price %

$521,623
$406,000
$30,244,145
58
$258
99%

34%
14%
34%
8%
22%
2%

over 2020

$324,738
$312,500
$47,736,452
147
$208
99%

14%
17%
42%
36%
13%
2%

over 2020

Condominiums
Average Sales Price
Median Sales Price (midpoint of all sales)
Total Volume all sales
Total Units Sold
Average $/SF
Sale Price to List Price %

*Data Provided By Stellar MLS for Sales from January 1 - December 31, 2021
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Fit Happens…Heart Health
By Linda Cross,
Certified Group
Exercise Instructor
Now that the holidays
are behind us, you have
probably started to think
about plans to improve
your heart health. The heart is the most important muscle
in the body. Working around the clock, it carries oxygen
to every cell. As we age, the risk for developing some
form of cardiovascular disease is greater. Cardiovascular
disease is a term for all the diseases affecting the heart and
blood vessels. It is considered the silent killer, especially
for women, because it often does not display any telltale

symptoms. Poor diet, lack of exercise, smoking, infection,
and unlucky genes contribute to cardiovascular disease.
Atherosclerosis is the accumulation of cholesterol inside
the arteries. Cholesterol plaques can break apart, disrupt
blood flow, and cause a heart attack or stroke. Steps can
be taken at any age to lower the risk of heart disease. Keep
tabs on your blood pressure readings, cholesterol values
and get regular checkups. Eat healthy and stay within a
reasonable daily calorie limit, using proper serving sizes.
Choose a variety of fruits and vegetables, and increase fiber
by adding whole grains. Eat healthy fish fat such as tuna,
salmon, and sardines, which provides Omega 3 fatty acids.
Select lean red meats, low fat dairy and watch the amount
of saturated fat by reading nutrition labels. Lower sodium

content by cutting back on packaged foods, and if possible,
prepare meals fresh. Keep blood sugar under control and
limit alcohol consumption to 1 drink for women and 2
drinks for men. Smoking and secondhand smoke should be
avoided. Always follow directions for taking medications.
Another way to lower your risk is to get active. Aim for
30 minutes a day. Before beginning an exercise program,
talk to your doctor. Bicycling, walking and swimming are
good activities, and there are many classes at the fitness
center to choose from. Using a fitness tracker is a great
motivator because it provides a stimulus for improvement.
These guidelines are a great start to improving heart
health. After all, our heart beats about 2.5 billion times
during our lifetime. That is just amazing!

Gardener’s Wheelbarrow
By Maggie Hart,
Mariners Pass
February continues our
dry season, with little or no rain
expected. Daytime temperatures
are historically in the 70s into the
80s, with evening lows unpredictable,
and possibly flirting with frost. The first few
months of the year tend to be a seesaw of temperatures,
with last year’s high at 88, and a low of 40. This causes
plants to be stressed and vulnerable to frost and sunburn,
pests and diseases…and also drought. They need all the
help we can offer and so here is February’s checklist:

The Recipe
Box
By Candace VanDenBerghe, Marlin Run
Serve with literally anything – today I topped it
with jarred marinara sauce and mozzarella with extra
parmesan, to serve over thin spaghetti. Because I was
going Italian, I also added some Italian seasoning.

Baked Chicken Meatballs (serves 4 - 6)
1 lb. ground chicken (or turkey)
1 egg
1/2 c. Panko breadcrumbs
1/2 c. grated parmesan cheese
2 Tbsp. olive oil
1/2 tsp. garlic powder
1/2 tsp. onion powder
1/2 tsp. salt
black pepper to taste
additional seasonings
(optional)
Preheat the oven to 400
degrees. Line a baking
sheet with foil and a little
cooking spray. Mix all the
ingredients together in
a mixing bowl. Roll the
mixture into balls. Place on baking sheet. Bake for 25-30
minutes. (Time will vary according to meatball size.)

• Pruning - Cold sensitive plants should not be
pruned. Pruning encourages new growth that is tender
and susceptible to cold damage. Dead and diseased wood
can be removed at any time.
• Remove spent blossoms (dead-heading) to promote
continued bloom.
• Ornamental grasses (fakahatchee, cord, muhly,
purple and white fountain) need a severe haircut to within
6 - 12 inches of the ground. This is also a good time to
spray for any red spider mites.
• African Iris also should be cut to several inches
above ground level.
• Fertilize tropical and flowering ornamentals
(bush allamandas, gardenia, ixora and hibiscus) with a
slow-release fertilizer. Remember that fertilizer contains
salts. Excess salt burns root hairs. Time your fertilizing,
if possible, with the rains. Watering before and after
fertilizing makes for very happy plant roots.
• Look for damaged leaves brought to you by your
local cutworms. They are nocturnal eaters. Spray with
Organocide or a similar product. Pick ‘n smash is the
most expedient method.
• Fungus on Ornamentals – If you see round dark
“bulls-eye” areas on leaves, black stems, and brown
patches in turf – treat it! Fungus is common to our area.
Prevent it by providing good air circulation around shrubs.
• Brown Spot Fungus – Avoid watering excessively
and use nitrogen judicially at this time of the year.
Fungicides are mostly preventive measures. Irregular
dead-looking areas in the lawn signal brown spot fungus.

Do not walk through it! Doing so transfers the spores to
other areas.
• Irrigation Maintenance – It is important for you or
your irrigation technician to verify each sprinkler head’s
coverage on a regular (monthly) basis. Over time there
will be adjustments needed in the system to accommodate
plant growth.
• Cold Temperatures? Tropical plants adversely
react to cold temperature below 50 degrees. So, you can
imagine what temperatures in the 30s will do to them!
Hopefully we will get by without any frost in February,
but it can occur until late in the month as it did in 2009.
It’s Caladium time! Lake Placid caladium growers
are now shipping their bulbs. Since this Florida town is
considered the Caladium Capital of the World, you can
expect them to grow beautifully here. Although some
do okay in our sandy ground, they prefer rich moist
soil, a bit of shade and fresh water. They do beautifully
in containers and are often sold in hanging baskets.
Caladiums are grown for their amazing leaf color and
patterns. They also come in categories by height (12-30”
in a single season) and light requirements (full shade
to some sun). Fertilize sparingly, and every couple of
weeks, remove the dead or damaged leaves. Contact
www.caladiumworld.com, www.happinessfarms.com,
www.floridaboyscaladiums.com, or any of the other
Lake Placid growers to order your bulbs. You won’t be
disappointed.

3 Burnt Store Marina
Building Lots
FOR SALE
• Lot A - 11,084 S.F.
• Lot B - 16,640 S.F.
• Lot D - 11,668 S.F.

All Cul De Sac Lots
Lot B - Have an RV or Boat? Will accommodate huge garage
With deposit - Can close within 2 years
- Price held w/deposit

$109,000 each

Call: Vail Construction Services, Inc.
Bob: 941-916-1043 Lynda: 973-800-6111

MARKETPLACE
STEVE’S PAINTING, INC.

AIR CONDITIONING &
PLUMBING REPAIRS

Commercial & Residential

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING SPECIALIST
TILE ROOF PAINT & SEAL
239-458-9889

Licensed & Insured

Lic # PT000487

www.paintinsteve.com

Steve’s Cell
Andrew’s Cell
239-872-9688 Credit Cards Accepted
239-872-9684
paintinsteve@yahoo.com
ajfsteves@yahoo.com

We Are Florida State Certified Contractors
For Expert Service, Advice or a Second Opinion
Lee Co: 239-541-3333 • Charlotte Co: 941-623-0451
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE
•
•
•
•
•
•

Air Conditioning Repair-Replacement
Preventative Maintenance Service Plans
Indoor Air Quality Filtration-Treatment
Plumbing Repairs-Repipes-Backflow
Faucets, Toilets, Pool Pumps and Pool Heaters
Water Heater Repair-Replacement

Licensed & Insured
CAC058768 • CFC1425776
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Burnt Store Marina CC News
By John Abbott,
General Manager, BSMCC
The Season is in full swing,
and even though February is
a short month, it is full of fun
events here at the club. We are
kicking it off with hula skirts
and coconut bras at our annual
“Hawaiian Luau Scramble” on Saturday the 5th. Afternoon
golf, cocktails, and a Hawaiian BBQ…what could be better?!
Ladies… grab your spouse or another man, and join us
for the Valentines two-person scramble on February 13,
which includes prizes, cocktails and loads of fun.

Linkside is packed with lots of events for everyone
this month, including a murder mystery dinner, bourbon
tasting, micro-brew and food pairing, Super Bowl party,
prime-rib dinner, reverse raffle dinner and our always
fantastic Tuesday dinner and Friday fish fry. There is never
a dull moment here at Linkside, and although members get
advance reservations to most events, our facility is open to
everyone, so come on out and take advantage of all that we
have to offer.
Living in South Florida means enjoying the outdoors,
and we have put together a list of wonderful entertainers
this month to provide live music under the stars. Food
trucks accompany our Thursday night entertainment, and

BSMCC February 2022 Schedule of Events
Sunday

Monday

Planned Events
are Subject to
Change

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1
9 Hole Scramble
3:30 p.m.***

2
Dine in or Take out

Dine in or Take out

6
Breakfast
8 - 11 a.m.
Dine in or Take out

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*

13
Breakfast
8 - 11 a.m.
Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Valentine Scamble
8:30 a.m.***
20
Breakfast
8 - 11 a.m.
Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*

27
Breakfast
8 - 11 a.m.
Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*

7
Dine in or Take out

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Trivia
5:30 - 8 p.m.***
Bar Food Menu
Available
14

Dine in or Take out

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Valentine
Dinner Dance****
No Trivea
21

Dine in or Take out

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Trivia
5:30 - 8 p.m.***
Bar Food Menu
Available
28

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Dinner
5 - 8 p.m.*
8
9 Hole Scramble
3:30 p.m.***

Dine in or Take out

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Dinner
5 - 8 p.m.*
15
9 Hole Scramble
3:30 p.m.***

Dine in or Take out

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Dinner
5 - 8 p.m.*
22
9 Hole Scramble
3:30 p.m.***

Dine in or Take out

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Dinner
5 - 8 p.m.*

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Presidents Cup
Republican Dinner
5 p.m.*****

Friday

Saturday

3

4

Dine in or Take out

Dine in or Take out

5
Breakfast 8 - 11 a.m.
Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Hawaiian Scramble
12:30 p.m. ***

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Food Truck/Music
5 p.m.

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Fish Fry
5 p.m.*

9

10

11

Dine in or Take out

Dine in or Take out

Dine in or Take out

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Presidents Cup
Dinner - Bourbon
Tasting 5 p.m.****

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Food Truck/Music
5 p.m.

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Murder Mystery
Dinner****

16

17

18

Dine in or Take out

Dine in or Take out

Dine in or Take out

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Presidents Cup
Micro Brew
Food 5 p.m.****

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Food Truck/Music
5 p.m.

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Fish Fry/Music
5 p.m.*

23

24

25

Dine in or Take out

Dine in or Take out

Dine in or Take out

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Presidents Cup
LL Spring Brunch
Night Golf****

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Food Truck/Music
5 p.m.

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Fish Fry
5 p.m.*

12
Breakfast 8 - 11 a.m.
Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Murder Mystery
Dinner ****

19
Breakfast 8 - 11 a.m.
Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Bingo 5 p.m.****

26
Breakfast 8 - 11 a.m.
Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Reverse Raffle
Dinner 5 p.m.****

Dine in or Take out

Lunch
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
11a.m. - 3 p.m.*
Trivia
5:30 - 8 p.m.***
Bar Food Menu
Available
* Call for your reservation or takeout order 941-637-6405
** Call Pro Shop at 941-637-1577
*** Sign up in Lobby on Board
**** Sign up at Admin Office.
***** Reservations for Republican Dinner must be made through the Republican Club.
Due to circumstances beyond our control, everything is subject to change.

Grammar Tips…It’s or Its
By the Editors of The Beacon
It’s one of the words we use every day. We say it,
read it and write it in our emails and other forms of
communication. It’s really easy to say – mainly because
it’s and its sound the same. But they’re not that easy to
write correctly.
It’s is a combination, or contraction, of two words: it,
a pronoun, and is or has, which are verbs. This word form
is used in casual conversation and writing. It is far more

formal to say “it is” than “it’s.” Examples would be “it’s
the best restaurant in town,” or “it’s been great.”
Its is the possessive form of the word it. It is used
to indicate possession by something, an object or a
nonhuman being. Examples would be “its food is the best
in town,” or “the movie came to its end.”
Still confused? Rest assured, that if you write it’s or its
incorrectly in an article for The Beacon, we will correct
it for you.

 New selection of 

Antiques, Waterford, Swarovski
Crystal Lamps, Pictures

Vintage Peddler
Sid Dickens Authorized Dealer

Classic Furniture & Consignment

437-9117

have become quite popular. This month’s trucks include
Mobstahlobstah, Red Roc Craving, Taste of Cities, Wally’s
BBQ, Crab Cake Hotline, Dawg Pound, Sunny Days,
Horse Eyed Jakes and Taste of Poland. Make sure to read
the “Weekly Blast” that we send out every week to get the
entertainment schedule, as well as what food trucks are
coming and when. Once again, everyone is welcome to come
and we ask that you please bring small bills, and bringing
a lawn chair is always a good idea as seating is limited. No
outside “BYO” alcohol is permitted.
Thanks for helping us make Burnt Store Marina a great
place to live and play. We look forward to seeing everyone
at the club!

Kids on the Golf
Course
Many of you may have
grandchildren visiting – and they
think it’s fun to drive around in
Grandpa & Grandma’s golf cart.
Please be aware that there are rules
for golf cart use.
No one under 14 is allowed to
drive on streets within Burnt Store Marina.
No one not playing golf is allowed to drive on the golf
course.
It’s as easy as that. Please do not allow under-age
visitors to use your golf carts, or any other vehicles in
Burnt Store Marina, especially on the golf course.  

Writers Wanted
Do you have a story about
your experiences in Burnt
Store Marina to share with
our residents? Did you find
something in your back yard
that you find fascinating? Are
you participating in a fundraising event? Do you have
an unusual hobby? We have many new residents in the
Marina – we would love to hear their stories.
The editors of The Beacon are seeking new, informative
and entertaining articles for upcoming issues. If you are
interested in volunteering your talents, contact any one of
the editors listed in the Directory on Page 2 of this issue.

+
+
Digital Home Doctor
Give Your Computer A
Complete Checkup
We Make House Calls!
Call Ron Prickitt
Local Resident

941.347.4557

Reasonable Rates - High Quality 5 Star Service

Set-up • Service • Training • Virus Removal • Upgrade

OP
FloridaNOW
Golf Carts
Express, LLC
Cart Rentals
Cart Sales - New & Used
Service, Maintenance
& Repairs
Commercial Leasing

Horizon Plaza

Tony Folio 941-889-8171

16050 S. Tamiami Trail, #106 • Ft. Myers, FL 33908

Visit www.floridagolfcartsexpress.com

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-4

Serving Lee & Charlotte Counties

One mile south of Gladiolus
Just North of The Forest
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February BSM Fitness Center Activities and Options
By Jennifer Steuber
While 2022 continues to be
volatile as far as COVID-19
is concerned, the Burnt Store
Marina Fitness Center is
continuing to see growth across
all membership options, and is Fitness, Friends, & Fun
continuing to add new features. The Fitness Center is back to
functioning at pre-Covid levels, and is open every day 5 a.m.
to 10 p.m. for fob entry (Full & Fitness Members only) while
the front desk hours with staff present are 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
weekdays and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on weekends
There is no mask-wearing mandate in the Fitness Center,
nor is there a limit to people using the fitness equipment and no
reservation is required. There has also been an increase in the
amount of people able to participate in group exercise classes
in the aerobics room and at the aqua exercise pool.
Also, all classes continue to be simulcast on Zoom except
for outdoor activities and Step Class. These “back to normal”
guidelines offer amazing flexibility for members, and provide
support to help them achieve their fitness goals. To learn more
about the available membership options that best suit your needs,
stop by the Fitness Center to sign up or call 941-575-3260.
HEALTH SEMINAR - FEBRUARY 7
Alteratives & Natural Wellness
Discover how your life can be enhanced through
multiple modalities that introduce you to alternative health
and self-care. Examples include Aromatherapy, Sound
Therapy, Meditation, Color Therapy and more. This introduction
to natural alternatives for health and wellness can offer you
simple and natural ways to enhance your environment, improve
your mood and add to the quality of your life.
Sandra Tillet will guide you into a meditation using all the

senses and show you how easy and fun natural healing can
be. This is a FREE course for current Fitness Center and Full
Memberships. Call the BSM Fitness Center at 941-575-3260
for details.
NEW CLASSES AT THE FITNESS CENTER:
Step Aerobics: Monday & Friday
A 45-minute workout using a STEP Platform with moves
to target your legs, upper body, and core, building strength and
flexibility while improving your balance and coordination.
Body Fit: Wednesdays
A 45-minute class alternating cardio movement and muscle
conditioning with an emphasis on improving balance and
flexibility (Not simulcast on Zoom).
Meet me at the Barre: Wednesdays
Barre is a fusion of Pilates, ballet, yoga, and strength
training. Classes include modifications for any fitness level, so
you can feel successful while achieving a great workout that will
lengthen, strengthen, and tone your body. (Available via Zoom
only during inclement weather.)
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Are you curious about the fastest
growing sport in the world but are not
sure where to start? Well, you have
a great opportunity to check it out at
the BSM Fitness Center.
Through the end of March, current members can sign up
for a free, one-hour, Introduction to pickleball class Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 10 a.m. Non-Members can also participate
by purchasing a $10 one-day pass, which includes access to all
Fitness Center amenities on the same day.
These classes are taught by advanced pickleball members
and are designed for someone who has never played pickleball.
Advanced registration is required and there is a limit of 8
participants, who can enroll for 2 sessions. Stop by the Fitness
Center to sign up or call 941-575-3260.

BSM Fitness Center Holiday Party: Mark & Robin
Vanderlinden (Members) choose some goodies while Dylan
Blackwell (Fitness Center Personal Trainer) looks on

VALENTINE WORD SCRAMBLE
tahre

PICKLEBALL…TRY IT…YOU’LL
LIKE IT!

BSM Fitness Center Holiday Lights Committee (left
to right) – Jennifer Steuber, Bob Honcharski, Glenna
Benson, Barb Berman

Happy Holidays!

WELCOME! NOW OPEN!

“Elevating The
Standard Of
Veterinary Care”

The Trading Post
February Brunch Music!
10am – 11:30am
Feb 6th – Mark Mentzer
Feb 13th – Kelly & Linda
Feb 20th – John Sheryak
Feb 27th – Kelly & Linda
Winter Hours
Sun - Wed
7am till 7:30pm
Thurs – Sat
7am till 8:30pm

(239) 789-3463

Call Ahead
Orders
Welcome!

Linda Cross (Fitness
Center Instructor) and
Jen Tait (Fitness Center
Manager)

★ In-House Laboratory Diagnostics
★ Dentistry ★ Wellness & Vaccines
★ CT Scans ★ Ultrasound ★ Preventative Medicine
★ Laparoscopic Surgeries
★ Basic Grooming ★ Boarding Services
★ Premium Pet Diets & Pet Supplies

www.burntstoreanimalhospital.com
To make an appointment please call

(239) 315-0729

16480 Burnt Store Road, Suite 106B, Punta Gorda

Locally Owned
and Operated by

Dr. Justin
Kerr, DVM
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Ron Graves

“you’re Going To lªve it Here”
Located on the deck between the
Harbormaster & Cass Cay Restaurant Where Buyers Shop & Dine

Betty Graves

Broker/Owner

Administrative Assistant

rgraves1@comcast.net

bettybsmrealtygroup@gmail.com

239-848-6856

941-621-4924

The excluSive on-SiTe Real eSTaTe
coMpany with broker/owner residents We have the location.
3190-c Matecumbe Key Rd punta Gorda, Fl 33955

OFFICE PHONE NUMBER: 941-621-4924
www.BurntStoreMarinaRealtyGroup.com

Julie Solem

Realtor, SRS SFR

763-370-3903
Julie@juliesolem.com

Why Buy or Sell With Burnt Store Marina Realty Group?
our Waterfront on-Site location Brings Buyers Through our open Sliders Daily
We Have The number 1 Real estate Website in Burnt Store Marina
Designed Exclusively for BSM Buyers & Sellers

WeBSiTe: www.BurntStoreMarinaRealtyGroup.com
or Just Google – Burnt Store Marina
(We are on Google’s First page)

The Romance of Real Estate
We Match The Perfect Buyers To The Perfect Sellers

Happy Valentine’s Day
EXPERIENCE – THE PULSE OF ANY BUSINESS
Ron - Over 30 years as a local Realtor
Betty - 11 years Administrative Assistant
Julie - Over 20 years as a Realtor

See The Lifestyle...Let Us Help You Live It!

We Are Open Seven (7) Days A Week
Bonded
Notary Public
(A courtesy to all Burnt Store Marina residents)
Members of Safe Harbor Marinas - Original Members of Golf & Activity Club - Original Supporter of Community Picnic
Original Supporter of Veterans Weekend Activities: “Wish for Our Heroes Foundation”
Original Partner with Cape Coral Fire Department: “Gifts From Santa” for Needy Children
Sponsor of Burnt Store Marina’s Home For The Holidays!
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Plant of the Month…Caladiums
By Maggie Hart, Mariners Pass
With lush multi-colored leaves, many of them as large
or larger than the palm of your hand, caladiums are perfect
foliage plants for shady or semi-shady gardens. Each
leaf seems to be hand painted with striking combinations
of green, white, pink and red. The best landscapes use
different leaf colors and textures to create interest, and
caladiums really fill in shady areas beautifully.
These tropical South American natives thrive in hot,
humid weather. With a little pampering, these exotic shade
dwellers create glorious displays rivaling that of any
brightly flowering plant. Caladiums do produce flowers,
but they are not showy, and are insignificant. And,
because caladiums are natives of the tropics, they crave
heat and only flourish in warm air and soil temperatures…
all summer long in south Florida.
You will see potted caladiums in nursery centers as
early as March, but tubers can be purchased online in
February. Tubers generally come in three sizes: medium
(No. 2), large (No. 1), and jumbo. Larger tubers typically
produce more leaves and grow faster. If you order early,
you can start your tubers in pots and keep them in a
sheltered area if temperatures are still cool.
Plan to plant your tubers in filtered sun or shade, with
the exception of newer varieties that can tolerate more
sunlight. Leaf colors are often more vibrant when grown
in shade. Because some have large leaves, locate plants in
a spot sheltered from strong winds to avoid damage. Plant
in moist, rich, well-drained soil, amended by compost or
other organic matter. Wait until daytime temperatures are
70 to 85 degrees and nighttime temperatures stay above
60. Plant them in garden beds about 1½ to 2 inches deep
with the pointed end (stem) pointing up. Space plants
about 8 to 12 inches apart, based on their size at maturity.
Provide enough moisture throughout the growing

season to keep the soil evenly moist. If you allow the
soil to dry out, the leaves may yellow and drop. Apply a
layer of mulch around your plants to help retain moisture.
Caladiums don’t need a lot of fertilizer, and using too
much can burn the leaves.
They will die back in winter, but you don’t need to

do anything with them while they are dormant. In the
spring, before they come back, apply liquid fertilizer –
like Miracle Gro – to the beds and begin keeping the soil
moist again.
Now…sit back and enjoy your caladiums, as they come
back year after year!

Association Management
Services

VINTAGE CAR
WINNERS

Vintage Car Winners
December 20, 2021
1st Place $100.00
Al Maki
2 Place $75.00
Kevin Tyndall
nd

3rd Place $50.00
Geno Wilson

“

Excellence is never an accident; it is the result of high intention,
sincere effort, intelligent direction, skillful execution and the
vision to see obstacles as opportunities.

A

”

t Compass Rose Management, our Certified Managers
hold the highest designations in the industry - CMCA,
AMS and PCAM.
Dedicated to advocating on your behalf and committed
to performance excellence, education and training as an
organization offering over 30 years of industry experience.
Our team of qualified professionals is looking forward to
working with your Community Boards and Homeowners!

Providing Management Services for Condominium,
Community and Home Owners Associations
Please contact us so we can
discuss your community’s
management needs

Kelly Polack

756-954-2500

kellysgalley@gmail.com

CONTACT US TODAY

Now offering Home Watch
Services

239-309-0622 • 941-234-9678

Tosh@crmfl.com • www.compassrosemanagement.com
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Local

Roots

Why choose a Boutique Real Estate Brokerage?

Words from happy clients

Meet our team
Cyndi Martin, Realtor

Makala Mulley

CalendaGroup.com

Rebecca Hobbs

Jennifer Calenda

16480 Burnt Store Rd. Ste 102
100 Madrid Blvd #512
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February Off-Beat Holidays
By Maggie Hart, Mariners Pass
February is the shortest month of the year. The Welsh
call February “y mis bach,” which means little month. It’s
the third month of winter, which began December 21. In the
Southern Hemisphere February is a summer month.
February is named for the Latin word februum, which
means purification. Together with January, it was the last of
the months added to the Roman calendar.

In History:
February 1, 2002: The first Burnt Store Marina Beacon
was published by Seabreeze Communications. The first
editors were Peg Love, Judy Johnson, Shirley Weersing,
Joan Mason and Jan McLaughlin. Liaison to the Section 22
HOA Board was Rachel Martin. This issue marks 20 years of
service to the community…Happy Birthday to The Beacon!

The Tranquility of Dusk in the Marina
Photo by Karen Sanderson, Esplanade

Top picture: Our 1st editors 2001, Shirley Weersing, Judy
Johnson & Jan McLaughlin. Bottom picutre: Beacon staff
built up 2003.

Burnt Store Marina daily sunset.
Photo by Kathleen Tyndall

February 4, 1985: The United Nations signed
a document entitled “Convention Against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.” 20
countries participated in the signing.
February 19, 1913: A prize was inserted into a Crackerjacks
box for the first time.
February 23, 1945: U.S. Marines raise the America flag in
Iwo Jima. Just four days after arriving, U.S. Marines captured
Mount Suribachi, on Iwo Jima’s south side, famously raising
an American flag at the summit. That image was captured by
Associated Press photographer Joe Rosenthal, who won a
Pulitzer Prize for the iconic photograph.
February 27, 1951: The 22nd Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution was ratified, limiting the president to two terms.
February 16: Fat Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday.
It is also known as Mardi Gras Day or Shrove Day. It is a day
when people eat all they want of their favorite foods, as the
following day is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the fasting

period for Christians called Lent. In addition to fasting, Christians
also give up something that they especially enjoy. So, Fat
Tuesday is a celebration, and the last opportunity to enjoy the
food, snack or beverage that is given up for the Lenten season,
the 46 days before Easter.
Events you may look forward to:
February 10 – 21: Florida State Fair, Tampa, Florida
The Florida State Fairgrounds stretch across 330 acres and is
permanently located adjacent to I-4 and I-75, in the heart of
bustling Tampa Bay. Admission – Seniors (65+) $8 (valid only
Monday – Friday) Adults $10; Children 6 – 11 $6; Children 5
and under free. For event times and more information, go to
https://floridastatefair.com/fair/.
February 13: Super Bowl LVI (56) will be held in Los
Angeles, CA at the SoFi Stadium. Millions of people around
the world MIGHT hold or attend the “Big Party” at bars, party
houses, and in their living rooms. Super Bowl Sunday is the
second biggest snack day of the year, second only to New Year’s
Eve. Sit down and tune in to the most watched game of the year.
Watching the great ads and the super half-time show are as much
a part of the game as the game itself. Many readily admit that
they watch the Superbowl just to see the ads.
February 14: Valentines Day has become a day to celebrate
the one you love most, as well as those closest to you. Be sure
to shop early for your card – do it now!
February 15: Presidents Day is celebrated as a federal
holiday in the United States. It was created in 1971 as part of
the Uniform Monday Holiday Act, combing the two February
birthdays of Abraham Lincoln (February 12) and George
Washington (February 22). Their birthdays had previously been
observed as separate holidays.
Traditionally, Presidents Day marks the starting day of
the annual Girl Scout Cookie sales. This year, cookie-loving
consumers across the country can get a great big taste of
deliciousness with new Adventurefuls, the latest addition to the
Girl Scout Cookie lineup. This brownie-inspired cookie, with
caramel-flavored crème and a hint of sea salt, takes cookie lovers
on a delicious adventure, just like Girl Scouts go on their own
amazing adventures all year long.
F e b r u a r y 1 8 – 2 1 : P re s i d e n t i a l F a m i l i e s
We e k e n d & F o r u m , K e y We s t , F l o r i d a .
Not your typical Florida Festival! This event takes place at
the Key West Harry Truman Little White House, a fascinating
historic spot. For President’s Weekend, descendants of presidents
will participate in a forum on “American Bipartisanship.”
Descendants of Presidents Truman, Grant, Eisenhower,
Cleveland, McKinley Theodore Roosevelt and Taft are scheduled
to attend. Truman’s grandson will star in a production of the play
“Give ‘em Hell, Harry.” All events are ticketed. For tickets and
more information, go to trumanlittlewhitehouse.org.
February 26 – 27: Swamp Cabbage Festival, La Belle, Florida.
For 50+ years, this authentic Florida town east of Fort Myers
has been celebrating swamp cabbage in a down-home festival
and parade. A unique highlight: Armadillo races. For tickets and
information, go to labelleswampcabbagefestival.org/.

When You Want The Best

GRADY - WHITE

REPOWER SPECIALIST

CALL KG 7 DAYS A WEEK
For Your Best Yamaha Price

941-628-5000

BENNINGTON

MAVERICK - HEWES - PATHFINDER

SUNDANCE SKIFFS
STINGRAY BOATS &
HURRICANE DECK BOATS

INGMAN MARINE
1189 Tamiami Trail
Port Charlotte, FL 33953

941-255-1555

SEAHUNT

INGMAN MARINE AT GASPARILLA MARINA
15001 Gasparilla Road, Placida, FL 33946

941-697-1000
NORTH FORT MYERS

14531 N. Cleveland Avenue, North Fort Myers, FL 33903

239-599-9069
Visit our web site: www.ingmanmarine.com
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4%
3%

ALWAYS AT
CALL TO QUALIFY
FOR TOTAL
IN 2022
STATE OF FLORIDA

Our Local Taberski Real Estate Team
achieved 131 Transactions in 2021!
OUR LISTING AT 4070 KEY LARGO
LANE IN ADMIRAL POINT HAS SOLD FOR
A RECORD $669,000!

OUR MARKETING AND STAGING EXPERTISE
RESULTED IN OFFERS IN ONLY 2 DAYS!

Our LIST and MARKET
program provides the LOWEST
COMMISSION RATES in the
business and our Full Platinum
Service Real Estate Team is
ready and able to help you
BUY-SELL-RENT-RENOVATE
every aspect of your home!

THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF
OUR PURCHASE/RENOVATE/SELL RECORD
CAPABILITIES.

TOP REMAX
PERFORMERS!

With an EYE for Real Estate in your AREA!
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Tight Lines…Burnt Store Anglers Celebrate
Their 20th Anniversary
By Jay Lev and the
contributing Burnt Store
Anglers
In 2002, 18 anglers informally
got together to talk about starting
a fishing club to promote fishing,
and share their experiences here
at Burnt Store Marina. For the
previous several years, a small group of fishermen met each
Thursday out on the water to share a good day of fishing. These
anglers came from New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio,
Michigan, Illinois, Connecticut, Florida, Alabama, and a few
states we actually can’t remember. At days end, many great
fishing stories were exchanged. After one of those fishing trips
Jay Lev and longtime resident Ron Doig met during a golf
game and talked about starting a fishing club. It was agreed
that both Ron and Jay would casually talk to their fishing
buddies, and see if there was any interest in forming a fishing

club. The response was mostly
positive, and Ron and Jay made
arrangements to have a meeting
of anyone who was interested
in helping to organize a new
fishing club here at Burnt Store
Marina. Expecting only 18 or
so anglers to attend, over 80
interested men and woman
anglers came to help get a
fishing club off the ground.
For the next month, discussions
were informally held, and a
search for volunteers to head
committees for the possible organization of a new fishing club
was underway. In February 2002, the Burnt Store Anglers was
formed. Artist Stan Hochstadt volunteered to design a club logo
and Jay Lev was voted the first club President. Ron Doig was
voted Vice President and Tournament Chairman, and a number
of volunteers took on positions of Membership Chairperson,
Treasurer, Program Chairperson and Communications
Chairperson.
Each month thereafter, the Burnt Store Anglers met to enjoy
informative programs. The first speaker for the Anglers was Dr.
Aaron Adams whose new publication titled Fishermen’s Coast
an Angler’s Guide to Marine Warm-Water Gamefish and Their
Habitats was a great guide to all our members. Dr. Adams was
the Program Manager of the Fisheries Habitat Ecology Program
for Mote Marine Laboratory field station at Charlotte Harbor.
Dr Adams was a welcomed speaker, and often spoke to the
Anglers on fishing topics before he relocated to Key West as
head of the Keys Marine Research Center. Other speakers for
the Anglers were Captain Robert Moore, a well-known local
fishing guide, Captain Rhett Morris Guide, Fishing Frank and
Robert Lugewitcz owner and manager of Fishing Franks tackle.
The Anglers also enjoyed a presentation by marine biologist Gina
Russo, a speaker from Florida Fish and Wildlife, and over 30
other outstanding fisherman and conservationists.
During their development as a fishing club, the Anglers also
offered many learning opportunities to new saltwater fishermen.
For over 7 years the Anglers offered their Annual Fishing School.
The school, organized by Jay Lev, included instructors who
helped form the Anglers including George Folio, Ted Morand,
Marv Bergman, Joel Spector and Pete Heber representing
the Coastal Conservation Association. Courses on fishing rod
building, cast net throwing and navigation, to name a few, were
offered annually as a sponsored event of the Burnt Store Anglers.
To help attract new members to fishing in Charlotte Harbor,

the Anglers organized and ran a large local fishing tournament.
Among the tournament directors from the Burnt Store Anglers,
who were instrumental in organizing the fun charity tournament,
was Ron Doig, Jay Lev, and longtime tournament director
Gene Weidemoyer. Gene was very successful in organizing
a dedicated group of anglers, who volunteered to make the
Tournament into a very large and popular community event. At
Gene’s suggestion, and right after the passing of co-founder of
the Burnt Store Anglers Ron Doig, the Tournament was renamed
in honor of Ron. The annual tournament is now called the Ron
Doig Memorial Burnt Store Anglers Community Tournament.
Because of the huge success of the tournament and Gene’s
outstanding committee of volunteers, the tournament raised funds
used for annual contributions, some of which were given to Ron
Doig’s favorite charities. The Punta Gorda Elks Annual Kids
Fishing Tournament and many of our local food kitchens were
the recipients. As part of the Burnt Store Anglers commitment
to our community, the Anglers organized a tournament called
Fins and Skins. It consisted of 9 holes of golf and 2 hours of
fishing in one of the dedicated golf course retention ponds. The
Anglers provided rods and reels, bait and angler guides, including
John Oemig, Dave Roop and Marv Bergman. Some remarkable
catches were made including a huge piece of sheet metal caught
by Joyce Punt, a nasty small alligator caught and released by Bob
Wood, many largemouth bass, and a prize winning snake head
fish caught by angler and golfer Paula Allton.
The Anglers also joined members of the Ladies Golf League
who sponsored a large golfing event to benefit the Susan G
Komen Foundation. For the many non-golfers, the Anglers also
ran a large fishing tournament known as the FISH FOR THE
CURE. Over $2000 raised by the anglers was also contributed
to the Komen Foundation. As part of their community and
conservation efforts, the Burnt Store Anglers also conducted
many additional fun and charitable activities. The repair and

Year-Round Residents
Serving Burnt Store Marina,
Burnt Store Lakes and
Surrounding Areas
We love Pets

Tight Lines on page 16

Located On The Second Floor Above The Dock Master’s Office

Helping Residents Buy & Sell Their Boats of Any Size Since 2004
Prime Sponsor of the Burnt Store Marina’s Community Picnic!

Let Our Multiple Locations Make Selling Your Boat Easy!

Burnt Store Marina
(941) 637-7788

Fishermen’s Village
(941) 639-7777

St. Petersburg Marina
(727) 317-5678

Boat & Motor Superstore
(727) 942-7767

Palm Harbour Marina
(941) 697-7777

Pier One Yacht Charters
(888) 208-0070

Palm Bay Marina
(321) 723-0851

Fort Myers Yacht Basin
(239) 332-7998

www.pieroneyachtsales.com

www.pieroneyachtcharters.com
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Allison James Estates & Homes
Considering Buying or
Selling Your Property?
Sharadan Edmonds
941-875-6525

Call the Experienced & Professional Realtors
that have been Serving Burnt Store & Beyond
for over 18 Years!

SOLD

Linda Dutcher
941-268-1372

SOLD

NEW LISTING

Burnt Store Marina Harbor Towers
2060 Matecumbe Key Rd #2307
$250,000
SUPER-Clean 2/2
Carport • Third level view priced to sell!

Burnt Store Marina
Grande Isle Tower III #402
$549,000
3/3 1986 Sq. Ft. Popular Wedge Floor Plan
Furnished + Under Building Parking

NEW PRICE

SOLD

Charlotte Harbor
4458 Sibley Bay
$285,000
Full Renovation + Home Warranty Included
Two Suites + Two Living Areas
Just 600 Ft. to the Peace River Behind the New Sun Seekers Resort

5404 SW 24th
$415,000
BEST LOCATION!
Southwest Cape Coral
Across From Safe Harbor Marina!
Large 3/2/2 with Den & Pool

NEW PRICE

PENDING

Punta Gorda Isles
1323 Mediterranean Dr # 212
$439,000
Resort Amenities in a Quaint Riverfront & Historic
Community. Gulf Access Canal Front living with 3
Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Private Lanai, 1 Car Attached Garage,
Heated Pool/Cabana, PLUS Boat Dock with Lift.

Burnt Store Marina
Halyard Club Condo
$200,000
Golf & Lake Front View
2 Bed 2 Bath, Screened Lanai
Heated Residents Pool
Turnkey Furnished

G
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N
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Burnt Store Marina
Grande Isle Tower IV #405
$520,000
3/2 1,830 Sq. Ft. • Amazing Level 5 Harbor View •
Under Building Parking

SOLD

Port Charlotte
163 Dartmouth Dr NW
$390,000
Southern Exposure Gulf Access.
WOW VIEWS! 185 ft. of Seawall.
3/2/2 on Half Acre TIP Lot

NEW LISTING

Burnt Store Village
16350 Larocha
$400,000
Adorable & Affordable Pool Home
Move Right Into This 3 Bed, 2 Bath + 2 Car Garage
Home. Tons of Upgrades Including New Roof!

Land Investor’s Note:

Sharadan & Linda have sold over 90 Land Parcels in 2021; We know the current trends in
vacant land! Let us help you navigate through the Hottest Land Market in over a decade,
there are opportunities in almost every price range.
Call Sharadan or Linda to add your name to the Land List of Best Buys now!
Allison James Estates & Homes, 25000 Harborside Blvd., Punta Gorda, FL 33955
(Corner of Burnt Store Rd & Harborside Blvd)
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cleanup of the spoil islands was conducted for several years with
project coordinators Joel Spector and George Folio leading the
way. Planting of over 3000 mangroves pods was conducted by
angler teams under the direction of Charlotte Harbor conservation
organizations. Today it is estimated that over 50% of the plantings
are helping stop erosion in the harbor. A fun “Fish from The Wall
Tournament” was run each year under the leadership of Marv
Bergman. This tournament was open to all anglers and their
families regardless of their affiliation as a Burnt Store Angler
Member. Families enjoyed this great tournament paid for by the
Anglers, with refreshments and prizes for almost all fish caught.

Beauty of a Delicate Hibiscus Flower
Photo by Karen Sanderson, Esplanade

One of the Anglers’ most important activities was to lend a hand
for the clean-up and rebuilding of the Historic Fishing Franks
Tackle shop. The fishing store was burnt down by a horrible truck
accident in the middle of the night. Many of the Anglers gave
time to this project and President, Tom Zalac, led the Anglers in
raising contributions to help keep the many talented employees
available for work. Fishing Franks is now in a new location, and
again helping new and experienced anglers to enjoy our sport.
Most recently, the Burnt Store Anglers participated in collecting
fishing tackle for kids, who under faculty direction, started the
Punta Gorda Middle School Fishing Club. The Anglers turned
over 25 fishing outfits and tons of fishing tackle for use by the
kids. In the club’s effort to respect conservation of Charlotte
Harbor, The Anglers have made annual contributions from its
members to Captains for Clean Water, a new organization,
working tirelessly to keep our waters clean and healthy. It has
always been the Anglers hope that fishing would be the method
by which all 165 of its members could find activities to help our
community.
During January 2009, Jay Lev, then Tournament Chairman
of the Anglers, was contacted by a television production group
to see if the Burnt Store Anglers would be interested in cosponsoring and providing facilities for the first ever Guy Harvey
Ultimate Shark Challenge to run in 2010.The shark no-kill
fishing tournament would be hosted by the world-famous artist
and conservationist Guy Harvey. The purpose of the event would
be to develop a televised Catch and Release Shark Tournament
here in Charlotte Harbor to highlight the importance of protecting
the local shark species and conducting research on this fishery.
This huge event would bring anglers to Burnt Store Marina from
all over the world, and have television crews from two networks.
The New York Times also decided to have reporters on our
boats, as well as several NBC news anchors. Needless to say,
the Burnt Store Anglers were in shock that we were selected for
this incredible event. Captain Robert Moore, a longtime friend
of the anglers, helped the Anglers with discussions to bring the
event to Burnt Store Marina. The marina owners graciously gave
the Anglers use of the marina facilities, and the Burnt Store Golf
and Activity Club Board of Directors contributed use of the club
house facility as Tournament Headquarters. The facility also
served as a TV Studio, Mote Marine Shark Research Program
training center and the award Banquet. Just about every member
of the Anglers volunteered to help bring off this immense event.
Phil Giaramita, a longtime member of the anglers, loaned his
beautiful offshore boat to serve as the communication vessel for
the tournament. His crew included Marv Bergman, past president

of the Anglers, and Bob Corwin, a charter member. Phil, with
the help of Captain Rob Moore, would call the tournament on
or off due to weather, and would forward all communications
about shark catches to the base communication center, located
on the dock of the marina. Eighteen members of the Burnt Store
Anglers would also be trained as official tournament observers
and be onboard tournament boats to verify and identification
catches. The 18 members of the Anglers selected for the observer
program would be trained by world famous shark researcher,
Dr. Bob Hueter of Mote Marine Shark Research Center.
Tournament Volunteer Coordinator, Jay Lev and his crew of
over 40 volunteers from the Anglers were exhausted but happy
that the tournament was an overwhelming success.
Unfortunately, Guy Harvey on his way to Burnt Store Marina
for the tournament, was called back to the Bahamas due to the
passing of his father. Dr. Harvey asked if we would help with
the second tournament to be housed at Lashley Park due to
the expected 5000 visitors to the tournament. The Burnt Store
Anglers were delighted to help. Guy Harvey, Wendy Benchley,
wife of Peter Benchley, author of the book and movie director
“Jaws” would be present. Mrs. Benchley made arrangements
for the complete exhibit of the Jaws movie to be shipped to
the tournament grounds to be on hand for all to enjoy. This
tournament went as well as the first. Jay Lev and volunteer
representative Jon Oemig were called to the awards stage by
Guy Harvey to represent the Burnt Store Anglers and was
presented with an original print signed by Guy Harvey with a
note saying, “A special Thanks to all the Burnt Store Anglers
for their outstanding volunteer help”, signed Guy Harvey.
Among the many charity and scientific activities of the Burnt
Store Anglers, volunteers like Maryellen Black, our first Fisher
Person of the year, Bill and Elaine Kimber, longtime members
and Treasurer (Elaine was also our two-time Angler of the year),
made things run smoothly.
A very special “Thank You” to our past and current presidents
for many hours of volunteer efforts on behalf of the Burnt Store
Anglers, and our Burnt Store Community: Jay Lev, Ron Doig,
Ed Kosiewicz, Ted Morand, Jon Oemig, Marv Bergman, Dave
Roop, and Tom Zalac. The entire fishing club offers a “Job Well
Done” to our volunteer Past Presidents.
The Burnt Store Anglers meet the first Monday of each month
from November through June at the Tiki Hut at the Marina.
Family Membership is just $10 per year, Life Membership is
$75 All are welcome.
Happy anniversary Burnt Store Anglers!
Tight Lines!!
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A magnetism
between people
and place

Recognized and renowned for being the local market leader, with roots intertwined
throughout the communities we serve, Michael Saunders & Company is honored to
exceed expectations for all your real estate needs.
With nearly 650 agents throughout 23 offices, we believe our commitment to our
communities is what regularly establishes us as the unrivaled brokerage on Florida’s Gulf
Coast. Being the trusted and consistent source for customer excellence and exceptional
industry knowledge are responsibilities and privileges we proudly uphold.

Licensed Real Estate Broker
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Rules of the Road Guardian ad Litem (GAL) Volunteers
and Foundation
Motor Vehicles: Always drive your
vehicle on the right side of the road. There
are no “turn lanes” within Burnt Store
Marina. Never drive your vehicle in
lanes indicated for the use of bicycles
and pedestrians. Always stop at stop
signs. Never exceed the posted speed limit.
Bicycles: Always ride your bicycle on the right side
of the road, even if there is no “bike lane” available. Use
hand signals to indicate intention to turn. Always stop at
stop signs. Never exceed the posted speed limit.
Golf Carts: Always drive your golf cart on the right
side of the road. Use hand signals to indicate intention to
turn. Always stop at stop signs. Use lanes indicated for
the use of bicycles and pedestrians only when neither is
present.
Pedestrians: Always use lanes provided for bicycles
and pedestrians. If there is no lane available, use the left
side of the street, facing wheeled traffic. Use caution
when crossing streets. Wear reflective clothing and carry
a flashlight when walking or running after sunset.

By Barbara Berman, Guardian ad Litem Volunteer,
Foundation VP and Board Member
Southwest Florida currently has over 2140 children in the
dependency court system, with over 200 children in foster
homes in Charlotte County alone. These children, through no
fault of their own, have been placed under court supervision,
and removed from their homes because of abuse, neglect or
abandonment.
Over 125 of your Charlotte County neighbors, including
a number of Burnt Store Marina residents, and over 500
Southwest Florida residents, are currently serving as Guardian
ad Litem (GAL) volunteer advocates. In 2021, the Guardian
ad Litem program represented over 1200 kids. The goal is
100% representation, so there is more work to be done, and
more volunteers to be recruited, trained and supported.
Each case typically takes from one to three years to be
resolved. These vulnerable children, many of whom live in
temporary homes until a safe, permanent solution is achieved,
experience many changes, often very rapidly. Their futures
are very uncertain, and their young fragile lives are extremely
stressful because they do not know what will happen next.
During this very uncertain time, dedicated trained GAL
volunteers become the “voice” for these children in the
courts, and their temporary living placements, schools,
the case management system, and with other community
agencies. At all times, GAL volunteers are working under
the mission of “I am for the child.” In many cases, the GAL
volunteer is the one constant in the child’s life.
During this critical time GAL volunteers determine if

the child’s needs are being met. The volunteers can submit
requests on the child’s behalf to the GAL Foundation to
help stabilize the children, by providing a sense of normalcy
with items such as beds, tutoring, clothing, strollers, sports
participation, field trips, happier birthdays, and many
other things not funded by any other source through the
Foundation’s Children’s Needs Program. All these children
want is to find their forever home, and feel like everyone else
their age. They want to feel normal, just like their peers.
The Guardian ad Litem (GAL) Foundation, 20th Judicial
Circuit, Inc., raises the funds necessary to meet these needs,
and to recruit and train GAL volunteer advocates. On March
19 the second annual Charlotte County signature fundraiser,
Jazz on the Harbor, will be held at the Port Charlotte Beach
Complex. The $75 ticket includes an elegant buffet dinner,
music by the Isaac Mingus Trio and a glorious sunset. Last
year this fun evening raised over $15,000. This year’s event
promises to be even bigger! Your attendance or sponsorship
for the upcoming Charlotte County Jazz on the Harbor event
will help achieve the goal of matching EVERY child in the
Charlotte County court dependency system with a volunteer
Guardian ad Litem.
For further information on becoming a volunteer, or to
sponsor or to get tickets to attend the Jazz on The Harbor
evening, please call your Burnt Store Marina neighbor and
GAL volunteer Barbara Berman at 443-632-4885 or call
the Guardian ad Litem office at 941-613-3233 or online at
VOICESFORKIDS.ORG.
See Jazz on the Harbor, page 23.

Girl Scout Cookie Season Is Here!

Blinds, Verticals &
Hurricane Shutters
We got you covered inside & out
FREE ESTIMATES
(239) 772-9009
Visit Our Showroom

714-A Pine Island Rd., Cape Coral, FL 33991

Five years after Juliette Gordon Low founded the Girl Scouts
in 1912, young girls (with the help of their mothers) began baking
cookies at home and selling them to support their troop activities.
In July of 1922, a magazine titled The American Girl,
published by the Girl Scouts, printed a recipe for a shortbread
cookie with the suggestion that these be sold for fundraisers.
It was estimated that the cost of the ingredients was 26 to 36
cents for six or seven dozen. Throughout the coming years Girl
Scouts made simple sugar cookies at home, packaged them in
wax paper with a sticker, and sold them door-to-door for 25 to
35 cents per dozen.
Girl Scouts sell cookies each year as a fundraiser to support
camping trips, STEM projects and entrepreneurial pursuits
among other activities. Selling season is January through April.
Cookies will be sold at booths from Feb. 4 to March 6.
To find where cookies will be sold in your area download
the Girl Scout Cookie Finder app from the App Store or go
to www.girlscouts.org, click on Cookies, then click Buy Girl
Scout Cookies.

For 2022 a new cookie called Adventurefuls™ is being
showcased. These are “brownie-inspired cookies topped with
caramel flavored crème with a hint of sea salt.” Flavors available
to be sold in Southwest Florida include the following:
• AdventurefulsTM
• Do-si-dos® (peanut butter sandwich)
• Gluten-free Toffee-tastic® (buttery with toffee bits)
• Lemon-Ups® (lemon cookies)
• Samoas® (caramel, coconut, with chocolaty stripes)
• S’mores® (graham sandwich cookies with chocolate and
marshmallow filling)
• Tagalongs® (peanut butter and a chocolaty coating)
• Thin Mints® (chocolate cookies dipped in a mint chocolaty
coating)
• Trefoils® (shortbread cookies)
The best-selling Girl Scout Cookies are: Thin Mints, Samoas,
Tagalongs, Do-si-dos and Lemon-Ups.
Source: https://www.girlscouts.org/, Girl Scouts of Gulfcoast
Florida

Computer Problems?
We do it all through the Internet...
Fast...Easy...Secure!
If We Can’t Fix It - It’s FREE

Proudly featuring

SHRIMP PAPPARDELLE

■
■
■
■
■
■

Virus / Spyware Removal
Wireless Setups
Networking / Internet Share
Computer Tune-ups / Cleaning
Custom Built PC’s & Notebooks
Data Recovery

■ Troubleshooting
■ All Certiﬁed
Technicians
■ Low Rates &
Fast Service

Gulf pink shrimp, lemon butter sauce, white
wine, wilted arugula and sweet peppers

★★★★✩
Yelp / Trip Advisor

Lunch 11:30am - 4pm / Dinner 5:00pm - 9pm
(239) 283-3999
COME BY BOAT OR CAR!
N 26º 39’ 562” W 82º 9’ 180”
TARPONLODGE.COM 13771 WATERFRONT DR. PINE ISLAND, FL

or call 1-571-642-2801

LCD Screen Repair • Custom Notebooks • Multimedia Applications
Intel IPD dealer • Microsoft OEM System Builder
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Passwords That Hackers Will Guess First
Avoid these common, easy-to-crack passwords ... unless
you want to end up as the victim of a hacker.
When it comes to creating a password, many of us focus
on devising a combination of letters, numbers, and symbols
that we will always be able to remember. According to
technology expert Burton Kelso, it is human nature to fall
into a predictable routine of creating passwords. “We tend
to create passwords based on things familiar to us, such as
common words, names, and locations,” he explains. “Then
we try to make things complicated for a hacker by adding
a capital letter, a number, or a special character.” However,
unless we come up with unpredictable passwords, we are
giving hackers an easy way to break into our accounts.
But, as they say, knowledge is power. So to stay safe
online on your phone or other devices, you need to know a
few secrets that hackers don’t want you to know – including
the fact that they’ll first try these common methods and
passwords in order to get their hands on your personal
information.
They Start Off With A Password List
Kelso explains that there are several websites that
offer “popular password” lists. While the intention is to
encourage people to shy away from the most frequently
used passwords, they are a great starting point for hackers.
Mark Burnett, a security consultant and researcher,
recently published 10 million passwords on his website
Xato to provide a better understanding of how people
formulate passwords. However, it also gives hackers a
good place to start.

They Will Create
Bots
If they have gone
through all their
resources, hackers
have one final tool
to break your code:
they can create a
“bot” that will try
every possible
combination. (A “bot” – short for robot – is a software
program that performs automated, repetitive, predefined
tasks.) “Keep in mind, modern computers can make
password guesses from 10,000 to over a billion guesses
per second,” Kelso explains.
Sequential Number Combinations
The trend of using number combinations has continued,
according to a list of the top 200 hundred most common
passwords of 2020 released by NordPass. Many of the
top 10 passwords – a whopping seven – included simple
number combinations of 1 through 10, with seven of the
top 10 being number combinations.
“Qwerty”
NordPass also revealed that “qwerty” is the most popular
letter combo for passwords. “Qwerty” and “qwertyuiop”
also made the top 20. (Qwerty: sequential computer
keyboard letters.) Other variations, including numbers inbetween each letter, remained on the top of the leaderboard
throughout the list of 200. While it might seem random

to you, running your fingers along the top line of your
keyboard is totally predictable to a hacker.
“Password”
Whatever you do, avoid using the word “password” as
your password. While the word itself is one of the worst
you can choose, many other configurations of the word with
letters and numbers are also on hackers’ go-to lists.
So, What Are The Best Passwords, Anyway?
To break the cycle of creating weak, easy-to-guess
passwords, Kelso maintains that the best type of password
to keep hackers out of your stuff is a passphrase. “A
passphrase is two or more words put together that form a
password,” he explains. Some examples of passphrases are
“stinkychicken” or “spangledbloatedowl.” You can also opt
to have your computer generate random passphrases and
store them on your computer – in a secure spot, of course.

Southwest Florida Area Meetings
Offer A Solution To Food Addiction
Many people resort to desperate measures to control
their weight and the way they eat – expensive diets,
surgery, medications, excessive exercise, purging,
abuse of laxatives, and extreme food restriction. Others
don’t know where to turn or have just given up hope.
There is, however, an effective long-term solution that
thousands have found through Food Addicts in Recovery
Anonymous, or FA. As one member puts it, “I’ve kept 65
pounds off my body for almost 12 years – I couldn’t keep
it off for 12 minutes before FA. I would go on a diet, hit
my goal weight, and immediately go out and celebrate
with food. After that, I’d start putting it all back on and
then some.”
Based on the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous,
FA understands food addiction as a physical craving
and an ever-increasing dependence upon and struggle
with food, particularly flour, sugar, and quantities. FA is
distinctive because it focuses on long-term recovery from
addiction.
Founded in 1998, there are now more than 608 FA
meetings across the United States and worldwide –
including 11 in the Southwest Florida area. Meetings are
open to all those who are interested in learning about the
program for themselves or for others whom they think
might find FA helpful.
FA has no dues, fees, or purchase of special foods and
is not affiliated with any public or private organization,
ideology, or religious doctrine. It is a fellowship of women
and men – diverse in age, ethnicity, and socio-economic

background – who, through shared experience and mutual
support, are recovering from food addiction.
Some members come to FA because of weight-related
physical problems. As one man explains, “I was morbidly
obese at 341 pounds and had a laundry list of health
problems: knee and back problems, heart palpitations,
acid reflux, high blood pressure, high cholesterol … I
also suffered from anxiety and depression. Since coming
to FA, I now weigh 165 pounds and have maintained
this weight for more than five years. I do not suffer from
any of those physical (or mental) ailments any longer.”
Many members report going off or greatly reducing their
medications for Type 2 diabetes.
Other members come to FA for relief from the selfloathing and unhappiness that accompanied their struggle
with food. As Carly describes it, “’I’ll just have one,’
always lead me to having ‘just one’ until the plate, box
or bag was empty. I hated myself for not being able to
control my eating. I thought about food and my weight
24/7.” And another member says, “I used food to comfort
me, to push down unwanted feelings, as a buffer between
me and life. It wasn’t working. Following the FA program
and working the Twelve Steps has allowed me to become
the person I always wanted to be, both physically and
emotionally.”
To locate FA meetings and find out more information
about FA, visit www.foodaddicts.org, or call locally,
(239) 338-5948 or the FA World Service Office at (781)
932-6300.

$69 One time
maintenance
clean & check

$69 per system. New residential
customers only. Must present coupon
at time of service. Contact Spectrum
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration for
complete details.

Zero%
Financing
avaiLabLe

239-543-2722

50% Off
Service call &
diagnostics

New customers only. Not valid
with any other offer or promotion.
Must present coupon at time of
service. Contact Spectrum Air
Conditioning and Refrigeration for
complete details.

Dining Venues
LINKSIDE CAFÉ @ Burnt Store Marina C.C. 941-637-6405
www.linksidecafe.org
23415 Vincent Ave, Punta Gorda
941-637-6405
Open to the public
Monday – Friday 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
*Reservations are recommended as seating is limited*
CASS CAY RESTAURANT & BAR - 941-347-7148
www.casscayrestaurant.com
Open Daily – 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
THE TRADING POST - 239-789-3463
www.facebook.com/tradingpostbsm
Summer Hours: Sunday-Thursday - 7:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Friday-Saturday - 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Featuring deli, breakfast & lunch, ice cream, pizza, beer
& wine and ice.

Burnt Store Craftsmen LLC
Cabinet Refacing

Finish Carpentry

Design & Paint

Cabinet Refacing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Call today for details.
Competitive pricing. References available.
MC and Visa accepted

Serving Lee County since 2009

941-575-2867

Burntstorecraftsmen@gmail.com
www.burntstorecraftsmen.com
Kathryn and Peter Lovering
Vincent Ave. Punta Gorda, FL
Licensed & Insured PT09-0862 / FC09-0860

repair Financing
available $500 - $2,500
0% deferred interest
For 12 months

Cannot be combined with any other
special offer or coupon. Restrictions may
apply. Call Spectrum Air Conditioning
and Refrigeration for details.

up to $1,500 rebate
or 72 months
0% Financing on a
new System
Not valid with any other offer or
promotion. Must present coupon at
time of service. Contact Spectrum
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration for
complete details.

Free 2nd OpiniOnS

We see perfect indoor
Weather in your forecast.

www.Spectrum4air.com
we take cuStOmer SatiSFactiOn tO the higheSt degree.

State Lic# cac1820501
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Sheriff’s Report –
December
12 Warnings:
9 – Speeding: 5 visitors,
3 residents, 1 contractor
3 – Failure to stop at a stop sign:
2 visitors, 1 resident

Renting Your Home?
Be sure to get your paperwork
to the front gate so your
renters will be processed
quickly and efficiently.

Blood Donation News
By Ann Singer, Admiral’s Point
Don’t Miss The Bus In 2022
Make Blood Donation A Habit!
The Next BSM Blood Drive:
Always on Monday 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
March 14
The FDA has reiterated that there have been
no reported or suspected cases of transfusiontransmitted coronavirus, and the virus poses
no known risk to patients receiving blood
transfusions. All precautions are being taken
to PROTECT YOU THE DONOR! DON’T
BE AFRAID TO DONATE.
Our next blood donation day is Monday
March 14, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Make your
appointment online or plan to walk in.
During peak season I recommend making
an appointment, especially morning time
slots. Be sure to eat before you donate, and
drink lots of fluids before and after. We need
to stay hydrated in Florida, no matter the
activity or time of year. Bring your photo ID.
Gifts to donors: A successful donation entitles
you to receive the incentive gift(s) TBD.
The bus will be located in the Cass Cay/
Tiki Hut/Trading Post parking lot. If you
would like to schedule an appointment or
have questions, contact Ann Singer at 319290-5955 or Jo Bucci at 941-445-8260.
Appointments may also be scheduled by
logging on to ONEBLOODDONOR.ORG.
Establish a user name and password and you

are ready to go. Walk-ins are always welcome. Remember
to bring a photo ID.
https://donor.oneblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_
schedule/1020949
Bring a friend!

2022

Whole Blood
Challenge

O

Program Overview

neBlood has created a year-long
challenge that will be personalized to
each whole blood donor* based on
when they donate as well as their blood
type. Donors have 60 days from their
specific eligibility date to donate another
time to earn a reward. Rewards are earned
based on donation count and time period.
The more you give, the more you earn!

What can you do?
Book your blood drive
every 2 months so donors
from your blood drive can
easily meet their challenge
and earn rewards!

STARTS
JAN. 1

ENDS
DEC. 31

1 Donation

2 Donations

Thank you

$25

3 Donations

eGift Card

4 Donations

UNLOCK YOUR

UNLOCK YOUR

eGift Card

eGift Card

5 Donations
UNLOCK YOUR

eGift Card

6 Donations
UNLOCK YOUR

eGift Card

Visit
givelife.io/superhero
to find out more.

*Donorswhogiveadoubleredcelldonationqualifyafteronedonation.Specificrequirements
mustbemet.Pleasevisitgivelife.io/superheroforcompleteprogramdetailsandrequirements.

			

A Catfish Dinner
Photo by Karen Sanderson, Esplanade

4% MLS
Special
Introductory
Offer!
Sun Realty
223 Taylor St. | Punta Gorda, FL 33950

Tom Lyons, Realtor ®
(941) 740-1332
TomTerrific7@yahoo.com

Tom Terrific can do it for you.

Dec. 31 - Feb. 12

Set in Hollywood in the late
1920s, the story focuses on
Don Lockwood, his sidekick
Cosmo Brown, aspiring actress
Kathy Selden, and Lockwood’s
leading lady Lina Lamont,
who’s less-than-pleasant vocal
tones make her an improbable
contender for stardom in the
new talking pictures. This all-singing, all-dancing extravaganza
includes memorable songs such as Good Mornin’, Make ‘Em
Laugh and the show-stopping Singin’ in the Rain!

Feb. 18 - April 2

Rachel takes best friend Tammy
on a bachelorette getaway
to Marley’s less than stellar
Margaritaville resort, their
arrival unexpectedly upending
the world of bar headliner Tully
and best friend Brick who are used to wining and dining the revolving
door of single women arriving on the island each week. It’s a classic
case of boy meets girl, girl is unimpressed, and boy does everything
he can to win her over, while their two best friends fall for each
other. And it’s all told through the music of Jimmy Buffett including
Cheeseburger In Paradise, Fins, Volcano, Margaritaville and more.
Dates may be subject to change.

Golf Tips
By Bill Connelly,
Manager of Golf Operations
Let’s discuss one very
important piece of equipment
that we often overlook, the
golf ball. Most of us feel that if it is round, we will
use it. The golf ball is essential to help you lower your
scores.
There are four different types of golf balls out there
now. First, is the two-piece ball that generally feels
hard and is better for distance. Next, is the threepiece ball that is best all around. It will help give you
distance but also will have some control around the
greens. The last two types of balls are what the tour
players use, and they are a four-piece ball or a fivepiece ball that feels a lot softer as well as spins more,
which requires a higher than average speed to use.
If you have any questions about which ball best fits
your game, stop by the pro shop and we can get the
right ball for you.
There are several fun golfing events coming up
in February so be sure to sign up. There will be a
Hawaiian Scramble on Saturday, February 5 at 12:30,
a Valentine Scramble on Sunday, February 13 at 8:30
a.m., and another round of Night Golf on Wednesday,
February 23 at 6:30 p.m. And remember, there is a 9
Hole Scramble every Tuesday at 3:30 p.m.
We had a fun event the evening of December 8.
BSMCC held its’ first Night Golf 9 Hole Scramble.

Winners of this event:
1st: Gary and Kathy Knudsen, Tom and Sue Wright
2nd: Jay Penny, Karen Bailey, John and Kelly Millar
3rd: Mike and Mary McFeely, John Blubaugh, Brian
Hadley
There was a Backwards Scramble held on Saturday,
December 11.
1st Flight Winners
1. Bill and Ginger Story, Phyllis Love, Pat Caraldo
2. Gary and Kathy Knudsen, Deb Burns, Tom
Fitzpatrick
3. Tom and Sue Wright, Sam and Becky Iaquinta
2nd Flight Winners
1. Ping and Kathi McKay, Justin McKay, Margaret
Hiestand
2. Kelly Webber, Bev David, Gene Lasfogel, Craig
Holcomb
3. Steve Hunt and Leslie Rose, Jeff and Cathy Cranda
3rd Flight Winners
1. Bob Paul and Millie Hierro, Jim Harding and
Michelle Goldman
2. Ted and Eva Bailey, Bill and Kim Sweet
3. Bob and Lynda Vail, Cinda Brown, Larry Marks
Congratulations to all!
Please follow us @burntstoregolf on Instagram
for course updates.
Please stop in for lunch and some shopping, we
would love to say hello. Have fun learning to enjoy
your game.

Burnt Store Marina
FarMerS Market
LOCAL FRESH FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD FARMERS MARKET
Happy Valentine’s Day!

Every Friday

from 9 am - 1 pm
Located in Cass Cay Parking Lot
in Burnt Store Marina
For more information call 239-872-5271

YOU’RE GOING TO
LOVE OUR FABULOUS
SELECTION OF FRESH
HEALTHY FOOD!
SAVE $$
Fresh Local Foods!

1 OFF

$ .00

On a Purchase of $10.00
at the Burnt Store
Farmers Market.
One Coupon per Person.
Expires 2/28/22
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Sharing Banking Passwords
And Usernames
A local bank manager reached out to one of our Lee
County Sheriff’s Office Crime Prevention Practitioners,
just prior to the start of the new year, and shared a concern
that I believe needs to be readdressed.
While the topic of password security is not new, and
while many have tired of warnings regarding identity
theft and fraud, this particular bank manager recognized
a significant increase in this fraudulent activity and losses
by bank consumers.
Victims are receiving calls, emails and/or texts from
what they believe to be their bank or lending institution.
The caller indicates that the victim’s account has
potentially been hacked or accessed and asks the victim
to provide usernames and passwords for their accounts.
Emails and text messages often contain bank logos and
appear to be official and legitimate.
As is often the case, seniors continue to be most
frequently targeted and victimized.
At this time, the Lee County Sheriff’s Office wants to
remind you that:

1. A bank or financial institution will not ask you for your
username and/or password over the phone, via email or via
text … never!
2. If you get a phone call asking for personal information
hang up. Do not, under any circumstances, provide personal
or financial information to the caller.
3. Do not click on any links in an email or text regarding
your accounts.
4. Call your bank or financial institution to verify the
security of your account and let them know of the attempt
to get usernames and/or passwords from you.
5. Change your username and password regularly and
consider using stronger passwords. Avoid using passwords
that can easily be guessed … such as 123456, the word
“password,” your name, your house number, your dog’s
name, etc. While a bit more tedious to type and remember,
use at least eight characters and consider including uppercase letters, numerals and symbols such as &, !, @.
6. Guard your usernames, passwords and other personal
information such as Social Security numbers. Don’t carry
them in your wallet or store them near your computer …
where others can see them.
7. Repeatedly remind seniors of these criminal activities
and ask that they call you, prior to sharing information, when
uncertain or unsure.
Remember, your financial security is at stake. Lifetime
savings can be eliminated in a moment. Exercise extreme
caution when your personal information is involved.

Wildlife Caution Notice
Owners are asked to use caution and be aware of local
wildlife such as coyotes, bobcats, and alligators.
Coyotes sightings have increased as it is their mating
season, and they are more aggressive and vocal right now.
Recently a Burnt Store Lakes resident witnessed a coyote
chase a rabbit into their rain gutter downspout and then pull
the downspout into the yard trying to get the rabbit out.
Please watch your pets carefully and keep them on a leash
when outside, particularly at dusk, nighttime, and dawn.

Smaller pets are especially at risk. Letting them out in a fenced
area may not deter a coyote. Make sure pet food, fruit, or
other items are stored inside or in tightly shut garbage cans.
Ensure your home is not luring small rodents or animals that
coyotes like to prey on.
One of the best attributes of living in Burnt Store
Marina & The Lakes is the abundant wildlife. However,
residents need to be aware of our wildlife and be cautious
to ensure their own safety and the safety of their pets.

Golf Cart Parade Winners
December 20, 2021
1st Place-$100.00 Goft Cert. Linkside & Foursome of
Golf
Mike & Donna Strohecker- “Fa-la-la Florida”
2nd Place-$75.00 Gift Crt. Linkside
Ken & Janet Hoffman- “Santa the Rocketman”
3rd Place-2-14” Pizza’s - Trading Post
Lisa & Dale Cardin- “The Grinch”
Honorable Mention-$25.00 Gift Cert. Linkside
Jack Luscher & Rich Janelli - “Santa’s Sleigh Reindeer
Steve & Lesley Hunt- “UPS Delivery”
Bob & Nancy Parenti- “Aloha Christmas”
Lynda & Bob Vail- “Gingerbread House”
Alice Rose- “Winter Wonderland”
Nancy Kesner- “Red Neck CHristmas”
Cynthia Wommack- “The Night After Christmas”
Connie Jackson/Maxine Roberts- “Christmas
Deliveries”
Charles Currao- “Banjo Christmas”
Bob MacPhail- “Christmas Songs-Hawaii”
Ray & Phyllis Love- “Ruby Goes Sledding”
Andrew & Regin Schlupp- “Here for a Good Time”
Gene & Ruth Lastfogel- “Steal’in Santa’s Golf Cart”
Bob Paul & MIllie Hierro- “Haunted Christmas”
Tim & Susan Saulsbery- “Merry Christmas”

Manatees in our marina.
Photo by Amy Nowicki
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Platinum Point Yacht Club
By Vanessa Jordan, PPYC Membership Chair
New to the community? Looking to make new friends
and be a part of a group? Boaters and Non-Boaters are
welcome at PPYC.
We offer an average of 80, on-land/on-water activities
a month, to become active and meet friendly, fun-loving
people. PPYC makes a special effort to welcome, include,
and involve our new members. Plus, the new member
promotional of 50% off dues for both couple and single
memberships is good until March 31, 2022.

VALENTINE WORD SCRAMBLE
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Burnt Store Marina
Home for the Holidays
Boat Decorating Winners
1st Place - $100 Cass Cay Gift Card
John Fleming & Pam Lawrence

Thankful 2

2nd Place - $75 Cass Cay Gift Card
David & Nancy Shock
Love & Light

Platinum Point Yacht Club Open House (3 sessions)
is on Sunday, February 6, at either 2:00, 3:00, or 4:00
p.m. Each Open House hour session will have a 15-minute
presentation for prospective new members, followed by a
social with drinks and snacks provided by PPYC. You may
choose to attend either inside our beautifully renovated club,
with masks encouraged and social distancing, or outside on
our fabulous waterfront lanai with social distancing. During
the social, the Membership Committee will answer questions,
provide information packets, and introduce you to PPYC
members.

Giving Back to the Community:
The Burnt Store - PPYC Charitable
Boating Foundation
By Bill Southworth, President & Mary Ellen Kiss,
Vice President
The Covid-19 disruptions have had wide-ranging
implications for all of us as individuals, but have also
impacted, in a significant way, the operations of many
charitable organizations operating in our communities.
The Burnt Store - PPYC Charitable Boating Foundation,
founded in 2015, has as its mission, providing educational
opportunities relating to boating and related marine topics
to the community, as well as other charitable activities from
time to time, as approved by the Board of Directors. What
then are those activities and how were they impacted over
the last 24 months?
One of the Foundation’s traditional partners has been the
Boys and Girls Club of Charlotte County (“BGCCC”) who
support young children through its programs and facilities.
Over the period 2015 through 2019 the Foundation arranged
a highly successful “Kids on the Water” event which saw
several hundred children gain access to the waters of
Charlotte Harbor, primarily on boats owned by members of
Platinum Point Yacht Club. Despite living in the midst of
our marine wonderland, this was often their first opportunity
to get out on the harbor. The event also included a boating
safety presentation, co-hosted with the U.S. Coast Guard. In
2020 this program had to be canceled due to Covid-19, so the
Foundation pivoted and instead supported, with funds and
manpower, a Weekend Meal Program for 10 families in need,
identified by BGCCC management. In 2021 the Foundation
was able to introduce a modified approach to again allow the
BGCCC youth to gain access to the water.
The Foundation chartered a large Kingfisher Fleet cruise
boat to take the young people up to the rookeries in the
Peace River in a safe, socially distanced format. They had a
fabulous time.

The Beacon editors would like to hear
from the many different associations in
Burnt Store Marina. How many homes do
you represent? What’s special about your
group? Do you have or sponsor special

www.foodaddicts.org

ArtFestFortMyers.com

4th Place - $25 Cass Cay Gift Card
Paula Doughty
A Frayed Knot

Call: (239) 338-5948
Email: faswfla@gmail.com

Other programs supported by the Foundation have been
annual bursaries to allow deserving children to attend the
Learn to Sail programs at Gulf Shore Sailing School in Punta
Gorda, and cash donations to the marine biology program
at Charlotte High School. Other organizations we have
partnered with include Crossroads Hope Academy, Make It
Count Sports, the U.S. Coast Guard, and a new initiative with
an organization supporting adults with cognitive challenges.
These programs have been funded from a variety of
sources including tax deductible donations from community
members, and the proceeds from the sale of “Where Do We
Live?” the book about the history and geography of Burnt
Store Road which was donated to the Foundation in 2015.
The Foundation is governed by an eight person Board
of Directors, which meets four times a year, to plan future
events and initiatives. The organization is a Public Charity
under IRS Section 501(c)3, and has a Florida Solicitation of
Funds registration number CH45066.
If you are interested in helping with the Foundation,
or donating, please contact either of us or reach out to the
organization at: burntstorefoundation@gmail.com.

A Note to Our Many Associations

3rd Place – $50 Cass Cay Gift Card
Lee Hanmer
Sun Catcher

Are You Having Trouble
Controlling the Way You Eat?

Please call Dorothy Saviste, Office Administrator at 941639-0733 or email office@ppycbsm.org or Vanessa Jordan,
Membership Chair at 817-231-7361 or email vlwjordan@
gmail.com to register for a time slot. Visit our website,
https://ppycbsm.org, and click on the tab “About Us” to
view our slideshow.
You may also call 941-639-0733 M-W-TH 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. to schedule an appointment for a tour of our beautiful
club, receive an information packet, and take advantage of
our extraordinary promotion of 50% off dues.
We look forward to seeing you on February 6.

Find
Your Art
February 5 & 6 10am-5pm
Downtown Fort Myers Riverfront

n

Friday February 4

n

OPENING NIGHT FESTIVITIES
6pm

Visit our website for VIP upgrades!

n
n

activities for your members? Tell us about
your association.
We would like to highlight one association
each month, not only about your great
personalities, but also your treasured furry
or feathered friends.
We love your photos too!
Email your articles and photos to all of
us, listed in the Directory on page 2 of
this issue.

FREE

ADMISSION
& EASY
PARKING!

Enjoy & purchase some of
the best artwork exhibited
anywhere in Florida!
200 nationally known artists
Kid’s Activities
Food & Entertainment
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33rd Annual Valentine’s Day
Pancake Breakfast

Platinum Point Yacht Club
3601 Cape Cole Blvd., Burnt Store Marina
Monday, February 14, 8:00 a.m. to Noon
$8.00 Prepaid tickets available from
Committee Members or the PPYC Office
(941-639-0733)
$9.00 Tickets at the door
Everyone welcome!

Linus Quilters Sale and Quilt Raffle
Homemade Baked Goods sale
A portion of the proceeds are donated to valued local charities.
Pancake Breakfast Chair: Tom Fernandes

Having trouble finding the home of your dreams?
Maybe you should build it.

NEW OWNERS ENJOYING A HOME BUILT FOR THEM IN CAPE CORAL
2,368 SF | 1 Story | 4 Beds | 3 Baths | 3-Car
I am thrilled to be working with some of the finest builders in Punta Gorda, Cape Coral, and Port Charlotte, helping buyers create the home of their dreams.
For the past four years, I have matched buyers to custom builders and production builders who have transformed their dreams into reality. I walked alongside
them as they selected their homesite, helped them manage their budget; connected them to lenders; set expectations for the building process. Once they have
broken ground, we watch their dream become a reality, together. The process has been so much fun for my buyers, my husband and I decided to take the same
path. We too built our dream one step at a time. Living with everything new is living the dream indeed.

I will work on your behalf to help you find the builder to match your idea and your budget. Give me a call and let’s start visiting model homes!

Christine Chamberlin
R E A LTOR ®

941.268.3172

ChristineChamberlin@michaelsaunders.com

FindYourGulfCoastDream.com

101 Taylor Street | Punta Gorda, FL 33950
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Superior Service!
Extraordinary Results!
Sandi
Stricklin
239-851-6244

The Most Recognized
Brand In Real Estate
We Service The
Burnt Store Corridor!
Notary On Staff

Joyce
Dersa
941-268-6060

Rick Stewart
239-292-3108

RC

WL

Beautifully maintained home situated on the
Marina’s Largest Lake (14-acres)

ER

D
UN

C

507 Lakehurst Ave NW
$639,900

Grand Two Story Home 6BR/3.5BA Home
with Luxurious Italian Marble tile

CT

RA

T
ON

Waterfront Views from 3rd Floor
3BR/2BA Condo w/covered parking

W

!

3 Bedroom Home in Burnt Store Lakes, Great
Mature Trees nice shade

W

17495 Boca Vista Rd #7
$405,000

Watch the Boats from your Lanai in this
top floor condo at Villa Tuscany

Spectacular 5th Floor Condo,
Turnkey Furnished with Amazing views

IN
IST

WL

422 N 16th Ave
$205,000

Great Starter Home 3 BR/1.5 BR in Arcadia,
fenced in yard and New Roof

16391 San Edmundo Rd
$55,000

Beautiful Burnt Store Lakes, Building your
dreams, 30 foot buffer to canal

We’re Ready When You Are!

941-347-7833

Nice pool home on corner lot with 2 extra lots
behind property this 4BR/2BR

ER

2090 Matecumbe Key Rd #1503
$375,000

NE

18400 Yarbrough Ave
$399,900

UND

11214 Royal Rd
$265,000

Great Investment Property 33955, Reduced to
Sell, Fenced w/Manufactured Home

G!
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!
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ACT

LD
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Gorgeous 6BR, 3BR + 2 Half baths with breathtaking waterfront views of Lake Bengal

NE

SO

17468 Cornflower LN
$399,000

NE

SO

Delightful 3BR/2BA Hibiscus Cove Home
with Fantastic views

2749 Mauritania Rd
$599,900

NG

LD

17801 Hibiscus Cove Ct #9
$439,000

NG

TI
LIS

WL

4BR/2.5BA Horse Creek Home located on a
cul-de-sac with natural preserve

SO

G!
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NE

4741 Castalia Ct
$639,000

LD

3020 Matecumbe Key Rd #301
$460,000

NE

IN
IST

NE

1000 Matecumbe Key Rd
$1,350,000

Cathy Schultz
774-766-0248

G!

CT

RA
ONT

E
UND

Chris Morrill
321-609-1470

3160 Matecumbe Key Rd. • Punta Gorda, FL 33955
In the heart of the Marina. Where the community meets!

3170 Matecumbe Key Rd #115
$209,000
Great Keel Club Condo ground floor
one bedroom and one bath
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NE

17262 Tampico Ln
$41,900

Beautiful Burnt Store Lakes, Building your
dreams, Vibrant Growing Suburb

TR
CON

ACT

ER

UND

TR
CON

16349 Cape Horn Blvd
$39,000

Beautiful Burnt Store Lakes, Building your
dreams, rear waterfront western exposure

